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Our reference 13-32-03 Monsieur O. Kervella

Palais des nations
1211 Genéve 10

Interpretation of the prescriptions regarding the classification of infec-
tious substances

Dear Mr Kervella

We have been confronted to the following question and we believe that it is necessary to clarify
some terms regarding the classification of infectious substances in subsection 2.6.3.2 of the Model
Regulations.

Our question is the following:

How is it possible to transport infectious substances included in the list of examples for category A
with the mention « (in cultures) » if the substance is not in culture. For example, how to carry an
object contaminated with the bacillus anthracis in order to proceed to the analysis of the contami-
nating substance.

It is impossible, as far as we understand the prescriptions, to classify it under category A because
the list explicitly mentions “in cultures”. It is also not possible to carry it under category B because
in this case it should be assigned to UN 3373 DIAGNOSTIC SPECIMEN. If we do so, we are con-
fronted with the special provision 319 which requires that the entry only applies to human or animal
material which is obviously not the case.

The only remaining option is that it is forbidden to transport.

We don’t believe that this solution is the right one.

In any case, we would be very glad if the Experts could propose the right interpretation to this
question.

Yours faithfully,
Road traffic

Dr. David Manuel Gilabert
Scientific asisstant / Regulations
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