
GE. 

Economic Commission for Europe 

Administrative Committee for the TIR Convention, 1975 

Sixty-fourth session 

Geneva, 12-13 October 2016 

Item 5 (b) of the provisional agenda 

Revision of the Convention 

Amendment proposals to the Convention transmitted by the Working Party 

  Number of places of loading and unloading 

  Transmitted by the International Road Transport Union (IRU) 

 I. Background 

1. IRU provided informal document ECE/TRANS/WP.30/2016/2 for the previous June 

2016 session of WP.30, which concluded that transports with multiple loads do not represent 

a higher risk in terms of claims raised to the guarantee chain by Customs administrations. 

2. As per the report of that WP.30 session (ECE/TRANS/WP.30/286/paras 29-33), IRU 

was requested to provide any further information for the AC2 to take into account when 

considering the amendment proposal. IRU conducted a study on the number of consignments 

declared in TIR-EPD in order to identify the potential need for additional Customs offices of 

departure and destination. 
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 II.  Purpose 

3. This document is intended to evaluate this need based on 2 variables contained in 

advance cargo information sent by Holders to Customs: 

¶ The number of consignments declared 

¶ The number of different cities of the consignors and consignees 

4. The figures obtained are displayed by: 

¶ The Issuing Association of the TIR carnet Holder (Annexes 1 and 2) 

¶ The first country of departure of the TIR transport (Annexe 3) 

¶ The first country of destination of the TIR transport (Annexe 4) 

5. The study was carried out on the TIR carnets used by TIR Holders from 1.01.16 to 

31.07.2016. 

The approach used is as follows: 

6. Many consignments may be carried with one TIR transport. As currently the number 

of Customs Offices of departure and destination is limited to 4, TIR Holders (and consignors 

and consignees) must adapt to these constraints, mainly in the cases where many 

consignments are transported (groupage). 

Example 

 

 

 

7. For the TIR transport illustrated above, between country A and B (from 2 Customs 

Offices of Departure to 2 Customs Offices of Destination), the transport operator is carrying 

5 consignments in total. The number of cities of the consignors and consignees is 10, but in 

this case, both the consignors and the consignees are located in 6 different cities (cities A, B, 

C, D, E, F and G). There is therefore the potential need for 6 Customs Offices of departure 

and Destination. 
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This study identifies: 

¶ The number of TIR carnets issued to TIR Holders by Issuing Associations 

¶ The number TIR transports for which TIR-EPD was used to send advance cargo 

information to Customs 

¶ The TIR transports that carried more than 3 consignments 

¶ The transports for which the cumulative number of different cities of the consignors 

and consignees are more than 4. It is assumed that these transports would be the 

ones requiring additional Customs offices of Departure and destination. 

Findings 

8. The analysis of the sample shows the following results on the TIR carnets issued by 

all TIR Associations from 1.01.2016 to 31.07.2016.  

¶ 743,035 TIR carnets were issued in total. (Annexe 1). 

¶ TIR-EPD was used to send advance cargo information to Customs Administrations 

for 245,214 TIR carnets, which represents 33% of the carnets issued.  

¶ 8,249 TIR transports carried 3 consignments or more (Annexe 2).  

¶ 3,890 TIR transports carried 3 consignments or more AND the number of the cities 

were the consignors and consignees where located is superior to 4.   

9. By transposing the figures found in the sample analysed to a yearly issuance of 

1,500,000 carnets, the figures would be as follows: 

¶ 1,500,000 TIR carnets were issued in total;  

¶ 50,460 TIR transports with 3 consignments or more;  

¶ 23,795 TIR transports with 3 consignments or more AND more than 4 different 

cities of consignors-consignees (Annexe 2). 

Number of transports with more than 3 consignments 

Results of analysis Sample analysed Assumption yearly figures 

TIR carnets usage period 

 

 

TIR carnets issued 

 

TIR carnets with correct TIR-EPD (sample) 

1.01.2016 - 

31.07.2016 

 

743,035 

 

245,214 

One full year 

 

 

1,500,000 

 

 

Sample % 

 

Number of transports with more than 3 

consignments 

 

Number of transports with more than 3 

consignments AND with more than 5 

different cities (consignors + consignees) 

 

33% 

 

8,249 

 

 

3,890 

 

100% 

 

50,460 

 

 

23,795 

 

Repartition by country  

10. Annexes 3 and 4 show the repartition of these 23,735 transports by country of 

departure and by country of destination. 
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11. The main countries of departure are: Turkey with more than 8,800 cases, Lithuania ï 

5,500, Poland ï 3,800, Germany ï 1,900 and Italy ï 1,700. 

12. The main countries of destination of the same transports are: Russian Federation with 

more than 7,000 cases, Belarus ï 6,000, Germany ï 3,300, Kyrgyzstan ï 1,100, Italy ï 900, 

Austria ï800 and Iran ï 700. 

III.   Conclusions 

¶ Additional Customs Offices of Departure and Destination would be useful for 

almost 24,000 transports per year 

¶ The majority of the Issuing Associations are impacted 

¶ Last, but not least, it is not only one country, but many countries (as departure or 

destination) that would benefit from the increase of Customs Offices of Departure 

and Destination.  

13. IRU remains at your disposal for any further information required, mainly on the 

methodology used. It is however underlined that IRU is not authorised to disclose any 

confidential information on the content of the advance cargo information analysed. 
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Annexe 1 

Statistical table on number of consignments declared in TIR-EPD for TIR carnets  

issued from 1.01.2016 to 31.07.2016 
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Annexe 2 

Number of different cities for TIR carnets carrying 3 consignments or more 
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Annexe 3 

Repartition by country of departure of the transports with more than 5 different cities 
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Annexe 4  

Repartition by country of destination of the transports with more than 5 different cities 

 

 


