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STANDARDI ZATI ON OF PERI SHABLE PRODUCE

Note by the secretari at

l. SUMVARY

1. The devel opnent of commercial standards for trade in agricultura
produce is one of the nmpbst successful activities of the Conmittee. These
commercial standards are applied very widely to facilitate access to the

Eur opean market. Many United Nations nenber States outside the UN ECE region
apply these standards and sonetinmes participate in the rel evant speciali st
meetings. UN ECE works closely with FAO and CECD in this context to ensure
good coordi nati on of work.

2. Since the last session of the Conmittee one session of the Working Party
on Standardi zati on of Perishable Produce and Quality Devel opnent was held as
wel |l as sessions of the follow ng specialized sections:

- Fresh Fruit and Vegetables (2 sessions) (CGE 1),
- Dry and Dried Fruit (GE 2),

- Seed Pot at oes (CGE. 6),

- Meat (GE. 11).

3. At these sessions several new UN ECE standards and recomrendations for
peri shabl e produce were adopted. Extensive information on the work of these
groups as well as nobst of the Wbrking Party’s standards can be found on the
home page of the Agricultural Standards Unit at www. unece.org/trade/ agr

4, The groups discussed the possibility of operational activities in the
form of workshops or training courses to be organized in south-eastern

Eur opean countries and countries in transition, depending on the availability
of extrabudgetary resources.

GE. 00- 30954



TRADE/ 2000/ 5
page 2

5. Foll owi ng a request fromthe Commttee (see ECE/ TRADE 231
par agraph 36 and 37) the possibility of preparing explanatory material to
UN/ ECE standards was di scussed. A working group on that issue was created.

6. A second working group was created to review the present working
procedures of the Working Party and its specialized sections.

. PROGRESS REPORT OF THE DI FFERENT SPECI ALI ZED SECTI ONS

Speci al i zed Section on Coordination of Standardization of Fresh Fruit and
Veget abl es (GE. 1)

7. 45t h session: 26-29 October 1999, Geneva (see TRADE/ WP. 7/ GE. 1/ 1999/ 15)

Parti ci pation: 26 national del egations, the European
Communi ty and several organizations.

Recommendati on agreed: Appl es and Pears

St andar ds anended: Asparagus, Broccoli, Table Gapes, Citrus Fruit

St andar ds under review. Appl es and Pears (list of varieties), Citrus
Fruit, Cultivated Mushrooms, Kiwi fruit, Pluns

New wor K: Upon the request of several African countries it

was decided to propose to the Working Party to
create a UN ECE standard for Pineapples. A
wor ki ng group coordi nated by COLEACP will prepare
a draft text.

Conti nui ng work: A new proposal on the inclusion of Mniature
Fruit was discussed which will be further
devel oped at the next session.

Operational activities: Possibilities to assist south-eastern European
countries and countries in transition were
di scussed.

46t h session: to be held in Geneva, 23-26 May 2000
8. The Committee will be inforned about the outcome of this session

Speci al i zed Section on Standardi zation of Dry and Dried Produce (Fruit) (CE. 2)

9. 46'" session, 7-10 June 1999, Geneva (see TRADE/ WP. 7/ GE. 2/ 1999/ 12)

Parti ci pation: 13 national del egations, the European
Communi ty and several organizations.

St andar ds agreed: Cashew Kernels, Inshell Wl nuts

Recomendat i on ext ended: UN/ ECE reconmendation for WAl nut Kernels: Because

of substantial changes the text was forwarded to
the Working Party for adoption as a UN ECE
recommendati on for one further year

New wor K: Revi ew of the UN ECE standards for pistachio
nuts.

Conti nui ng work: Revi sion of the standard | ayout was di scussed and
will be finalized at the next session. The
dictionary of defects and the preparation of a
sanmpling plan will be discussed at the next
sessi on.
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Speci al i zed Section on Standardi zati on of Seed Pot atoes (GE. 6)

10. 30" session, 31 January -3 February 2000, Geneva (see
TRADE/ WP. 7/ GE. 6/ 2000/ 8)

Participation : 15 national del egations and the European
Communi ty

Amendnents to the standard: Provisions for national phytosanitary
regul ati ons, introduction of tolerances for
powdery scab, stricter tolerances for severe
virus di seases.

Genetically nodified How Genetically Modified Organi sms(GVOs) were

Organi sns dealt with by different countries/ organizations
was di scussed. It was agreed that the rapporteurs
shoul d discuss the inplications of GMOs in
general for the standard.

New wor K: The possibility of introducing a new
classification systemw || be exam ned by the
rapporteurs. An inventory of concerns of seed
buyers will be discussed by the rapporteurs.

Conti nui ng work: A new annex giving information on sanpling wll
be finalized by the rapporteurs. The
questionnaire on national certification schenes
was finalized and will be send out by the
secretariat. The results will be conpiled for the
next neeting of rapporteurs.

Speci al i zed Section on Standardization of Meat (CE. 11)

9th session, 27 - 29 March 2000, Geneva

11. The session will be held after the deadline for docunmentation for the
Committee session. It is planned to finalize the UV ECE Standard for Bovine
Cuts and Carcasses at the session. The Commttee will be informed of the

outcone of this session
DECI SI ONS AND DI SCUSSI ONS | N THE WORKI NG PARTY
12. 55'" session, 27 - 29 March 2000, Geneva (see TRADE/ WP. 7/ 1999/ 7)

Partici pation: 14 national del egations and the European
Communi ty

13. Work of the Specialized Sections: The Working Party adopted the reports
of its specialized sections as well as the proposed recomrendati ons and
standards. All proposals for amendments to standards were adopted with the
exception of the revision to the UNVECE Standard for Citrus Fruit.

14. Citrus Fruit: In the proposed text, reservations concerning the itens
still under discussion had been entered. It was felt by several del egations
(Greece, Netherlands and Russian Federation) that it would be regrettable to
publish a standard containing reservations concerning itens which were stil
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on the agenda. They were therefore not in favour of adopting the text at
present.

15. The Working Party invited the Specialized Section to discuss maturity
requi renents and green skinned oranges again at the next session to try to
find a solution or conprom se for the diverging positions. The Working Party
stressed that it accepted all amendments contained in the proposal and the
di scussion on these itens should not be reopened at the next session of the
Speci al i zed Secti on.

16. El aborati on of explanatory material: The question was discussed
extensively (see TRADE/ WP. 7/ 1999/ 7, paras. 59-79). The discussion is
sunmari zed bel ow

Backgr ound

17. At present, nost of the work on the interpretation of UN ECE standards
is done in the framework of the OECD (Organi sation for Econom ¢ Co-operation
and Devel opnent ) Schene for the Application of International Standards for
Fruit and Vegetabl es. Exceptions are the UN ECE Standards on Meat (Poultry,
Pork, Beef), Eggs and the col our chart for Wl nut Kernels.

18. Because of uncertainties concerning the future of the OECD Schene, the
Eur opean Conmi ssion requested the secretariat at the |ast session of the
Committee to prepare a study on the nodalities of preparing explanatory
brochures to UN ECE standards in the franework of WP.7 and its specialized
secti ons.

Study prepared by the UN ECE secretari at

19. The main results of the study are as foll ows:

- wor k on expl anatory brochures can be integrated into the framework
of the existing specialized sections without any significant
extension of the nunber of neeting days;

- it would not be possible to do the additional work with the
existing staff. It would be necessary to recruit an additiona
staff nenber at the junior professional |evel; because of a 0%
growt h budget for the UNECE in the next biennium this could only
be done within the existing budget if nenber States decided to
stop another activity taking place under the Commttee and to
transfer the resources to the agricultural standards unit. This is
not likely to happen in the near future.

- the additional annual costs including the new staff nmenber, a
contribution to travel costs, and printing of the brochures have
been estimated as US$150, 000.

20. One possibility of funding additional work would be to create a trust
fund. This fund woul d be managed under strict United Nations procedures and
with conplete transparency. The UN ECE woul d | aunch an appeal for
contributions and any interested party (public or private) could contribute.
There woul d have to be the expectation of regular contributions because
otherwise the recruitnent of a staff nenber to be financed by the trust fund
woul d not be authori zed.
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21. The UN ECE secretariat enphasi zed that the UN ECE val ued highly its
cooperation with the OECD in different areas (e.g. electronic comrerce) and
that the UV ECE is not |ooking for extra work. However, if OECD nenber
countries decide that they no | onger want the OECD to do this work and UN ECE
menber states believe it is inportant to continue it, then the UV ECE woul d be
prepared to consider taking on the preparation of explanatory brochures on
condition that adequate resources were nmade avail abl e.

Di scussi on

22. The del egation of the European Conmunity wel coned the study. The

Eur opean Union and its Menmber States agreed that it would be useful to regroup
the activities on explanatory material at the UV ECE. He said that the same
position would be kept at neetings of the OECD Schene, where 13 EU Menber
States are contributing nmenbers. It was hoped that the regrouping of
activities would lead to a reduction in travel costs and also to an increased
efficiency of the work because standards and brochures woul d be done in one

pl ace. EU Menmber States had asked whether contributions to the trust fund
could be financed out of the Comunity budget.

23. The del egation of the OECD Schene believed that the question of
regrouping activities in the area of conercial quality standards for

peri shabl e produce should be studied in a nore global way. They said that the
menber States of the OECD Schenme have given the mandate to the Schene to
encourage the establishnment of a single international body for the devel opnent
of grade standards. Beginning at its next session

(15-17 May 2000) the Scheme will study the best way to reach a concl usion on
thi s subject.

Deci si on

24, The Working Party decided to create a working group to further discuss
the detailed nodalities for contributions to the trust fund as well as
organi zati on of the work, output and distribution of the results. The

del egati ons of the European Conmunity, Poland, Romania, Switzerland and the
United States offered to participate in that group. The secretariat and the
Chairman of the Working Party will also participate.

25. It was stressed that there would be no duplication of work: the Working
Party is prepared to take on this work only if the work at CECD (which is

hi ghly appreciated by WP. 7 and its specialized sections) is disrupted and if
the fundi ng probl em can be sol ved.

26. Revi sion of the working procedures (see TRADE/ WP.7/1999/7, paras. 52-
58): The Working Party decided to create a working group on the review of the
exi sting working procedures to study if these can be inproved. The del egations
of the European Comunity, Romania, Switzerland and the United States offered
to participate in that group. The secretariat and the Chairman of the Wrking
Party will also participate.



