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United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE)
Horticultural Science Society of Thailand (HSST)
Department of Agriculture (DOA)
National Bureau for Agricultural Commodities and Food Standards (ACFS)
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives (MOAC), Thailand

International Harmonization Workshop on Standards for Fresh Fruit and Vegetables for Asian Countries

14 – 17 November 2011

Venue: Centara Grand Resort, Chiang Mai, Thailand
Draft programme

· Building capacity on horticultural fresh produce quality standards and systems in Asian countries

· Promoting the use of the UNECE standards for fresh fruit and vegetables as international references
· Harmonizing the practical application and interpretation of UNECE standards in Asian countries
· Explaining how UNECE standards are interpreted in the exporting/importing countries

· Encouraging participation in UNECE standards development.
Sunday, 13 November 2011
09:00 - 17:00
Delegates’ arrival


Preparatory meeting of the organizers and speakers (16:00 - 17:30)

18:00
Welcoming cocktail, registration and dinner

Monday, 14 November 2011
08:00 - 08:30

Registration

OPENING OF THE WORKSHOP

08:30 - 09:40 
Opening of the workshop 

Minister of MOAC, Thailand

Keynote address
Dr. Ulrike Bickelmann, Head, Trade Standards and Inspection Department, Federal Office for Agriculture and Food, Germany, Chair of the UNECE Specialized Section on Standardization of Fresh Fruit and Vegetables
Dr. Ananta Dalodom President, HSST, Thailand
Mr. Jirakorn Kosaisawe, Director General, DOA, Thailand 
Dr. Sakchai Sriboonsui, Director General, ACFS, Thailand
09:40 - 10:00

Tea break 
SESSION 1

INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS AND COMPLIANCE

10:00

The role of UNECE in developing standards for international trade

Mr. Serguei Malanitchev, Chief, Agricultural Quality Standards Unit, UNECE


Focus on: how UNECE develops agricultural quality standards, links to other standards organizations, importance of UNECE standards for Asian countries to support their exports
10:30


EU regulation on marketing standards

Dr. Ulrike Bickelmann, Federal Office for Agriculture and Food, Germany


Focus on: EU legislation, how quality standards are enforced in EU countries, impact of the EU regulation on developing countries trade
SESSION 2 
TRADE DYNAMICS AND DEVELOPMENTS IN ASIA
11:00
Farmers' production challenges to meet export markets expectations

Dr. Suwit Chaikiattiyos, Director, Horticulture Research Institute

Focus on: production challenges to meet requirements of export markets
11:30
Post-harvest management and research & development


Dr. Sermsuk Salakphet, Director, Post-Harvest and Products Processing, R&D Office 


Focus on: Post-harvest management of fresh fruits and vegetables; importance of research and development
12:00 - 13:00
Lunch
13.00
Modern fresh produce marketing in Asia

Dr. Kanjana Suthikul, Executive Editor, The Plant Magazine

Focus on: Development initiatives on mango quality and marketing in Thailand
13.30
Pineapple production, packing and exporting chain

Dr. Jingtair Siriphanich,  Kasetsart University 

Focus on: how pineapples are grown and packed to meet international standards and requirements on quality and food safety
SESSION 3
PRACTICAL SESSION


Standard for mangoes

14:00
Presentation of the UNECE standard

Dr. Ulrike Bickelmann

14:30
Practical session


UNECE: Dr. Ulrike Bickelmann and Mr. Ian Hewett

Thailand: Dr. Kanjana Suthikul, Ms. Nalinthip Peanee and Mrs. Supatra Lertwatanakiat

15:10 - 15:30
Tea break
15:30
Presentation of the Thai standard

Dr. Surapong Kosiyachinda and Dr. Kanjana Suthikul
16:00 - 16:30
Discussion on the differences between the two standards and their 
harmonization
19:00
Dinner 
Tuesday, 15 November 2011



Standard for asparagus

08:30
Presentation of the UNECE standard

Dr. Ulrike Bickelmann

09:00
Practical session


UNECE: Dr. Ulrike Bickelmann and Mr. Ian Hewett

Thailand: Dr. Grisana  Linwattana and Ms. Korwadee Phonkliang
09:30
Presentation of the Thai standard


Dr. Surapong Kosiyachinda and Dr. Kanjana Suthikul
09:50
Discussion on the differences between the two standards and their 
harmonization
10:10 - 10:30
Tea break

SESSION 4 
INSPECTION SYSTEMS
10:30


National quality inspection service in Germany
Dr. Ulrike Bickelmann 

Focus on: how the inspection service controls quality of imported produce by means of a risk-based system; most common quality defects found at the point of import
11:00
Quality inspection service in Thailand


Dr. Bussara Chankaewmanee, Senior expert on quality standards, DOA
Focus on: legal and technical infrastructure to control the quality of exported products.  
SESSION 5 
STANDARD AND BROCHURE FOR PINEAPPLES

11:30
Presentation of the UNECE standard




Mr. Ian Hewett, Inspections Delivery Manager, Rural Payments Agency, 
United Kingdom

12:00 - 13:00
Lunch
13:00
Practical session

UNECE: Mr. Ian Hewett and Dr. Ulrike Bickelmann

Thailand: Dr. Chadyl Nimnual and Mrs. Supatra Lertwatanakiat
13:40
Presentation of the Thai standard


Dr. Surapong Kosiyachinda

14:10
Presentation of the UNECE brochure


Mr. Ian Hewett
15.00 - 15.30

Tea break
15:30


Discussion on the standard and the brochure
16:00

Practical application of standards by ACFS


Mr. Pisan Pongsapitch, Director, Office of Commodity and System 
Standards, ACFS, Thailand 
Focus on: ACFS integrated model for the implementation of quality, cold chain, food safety, and phytosanitary requirements
19:00
Dinner 
Wednesday, 16 November 2010
SESSION 6  
STANDARD AND BROCHURE FOR CHILLI PEPPERS

08:30
Presentation of the UNECE standard

Dr. Tomás González Estrada, Director General, Consejo de Ciencia y tecnologia del estado de Yucatán, Mexico
09:00
Practical session


UNECE: Mr. Tomás González Estrada
Thailand: Dr. Grisana  Linwattana, Dr. Wilawan Kriakruan and Ms. Korwadee Phonkliang
09:40
Presentation of the Thai standard


Dr. Grisana Linwattana


10:10 - 10:30
Tea break
10:30
Presentation of the UNECE brochure


Dr. Tomás González Estrada
11:20

Discussion on the standard and the brochure
12:00 - 13:00

Lunch
13:00 
ASEAN GAP: Food safety module 
Dr. Gilberto F. Layese, Bureau of Agriculture and Fisheries Product Standards, Philippines
Focus on: ASEAN GAP and how it relates to Global GAP

13:30

Implementation of international standard in Asian Countries
Dr. Surapong Kosiyachinda, Consultant, HSST


Focus on: how Asian countries monitor, interpret and implement requirements of international standards to ensure compliance
14:00
Country interventions on the use of commercial quality standards and discussion on how to establish cooperation between the European and Asian inspection services
14:50 - 15:10
Tea break
15:10
Discussion and conclusions of the workshop; key findings during the technical sessions


Dr. Ulrike Bickelmann, UNECE and Dr. Surapong Kosiyajinda, HSST  
15:40 - 16:10
Closure of the workshop, handing out of certificates

Dr. Ulrike Bickelmann and Mr. Serguei Malanitchev, UNECE
16:30


Visit to the Royal Flora Ratchaphuek
19:30


Dinner
Thursday, 17 November, 2011

SESSION 7
FIELD VISITS
07:30 

Departure from the hotel 

09:00

Arrival at the sweet peppers/chilli peppers pack house (to be defined)
10:30

Departure to the province of Lampang
11:00 - 12:00

Visit of the elephant hospital centre
12:30 - 13:30

Lunch at a restaurant
13:30


Departure to a chilli peppers farm (to be defined) 


19:00


Dinner
Friday, 18 November, 2011
08:00

Delegates depart for flights
------
Notes to the programme

1.
Samples of products selected for consideration will be used to discuss the application of the standards. First, experts will present the standards and explain the main problems that they have with the exported and imported products. Participants will then be invited to examine the samples exhibited on the table, take notes and decide which quality category the fruit belongs to and why. After that there will be a general discussion of the defects and quality classification of the product.

2.
Demonstration alleys will be organized during tea breaks.
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