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. Introduction

1. The meeting was opened by Ms. Virginia Cram-BgrDirector of the Trade and
Timber Division. It was chaired by Mr. lan Heweltr{ited Kingdom).

[I. Attendance

2. Representatives of the following countries atézhthe meeting: Cyprus, Finland,
France, Germany, Hungary, Israel, Italy, Kenya, ddoo, Netherlands, Poland, Russian
Federation, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey,tddnKingdom of Great Britain and

Northern Ireland, and United States of America.

3. The European Union was also represented.

4. The following specialized agency/programme piodited in the session: Joint
FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme.

5. A representative of the following intergovernrtaorganization participated in the
session: the OECD Scheme for the Application ¢érimational Standards for Fruit and
Vegetables.

6. A representative of the following non-governnagmrganization participated in the

session: INC (International Nut and Dried Fruit @olll Foundation).

[11. Adoption of the agenda

Documentation: ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.1/2010/1
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7. The delegations adopted the provisional agenda wroposed changes and
amendments.

M atters of interest sincethelast sesson

UNECE and other international organizations

8. Part of the reporting under this agenda item waese at the meeting of the
Specialized Section on Standardization of Freslt Bnd Vegetables. The interventions by
the representatives of the European Commission Goikex are reflected in document
ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.1/2010/19, paragraphs 8-11.

9. In addition to the information given during th8pecialized Section on
Standardization of Fresh Fruit and Vegetables, répeesentative of the Joint FAO/WHO
Food Standards Programme informed the Working Rbatythe 33rd Session of the Codex
Alimentarius Commission had:

 recalled that the proposed renaming of UNECE to dtédhdards had already been
discussed at previous sessions of the Commissidudimg the response of the
Legal Counsel of the United Nations concerning tilebal status of Codex
standards as related to UNECE standards

« noted the reply of the Senior Legal Adviser of e Office at Geneva (February
2010), which reasserted the previous opinion ofUbhkLegal Counsel (November
1998)

» noted the view of the WHO legal adviser who adyisetake note of the two legal
opinions and offered to cooperate with the Offi€degal Affairs should there be
any need for further clarifications on the FAO/WH@int Food Standards
Programme and its standards

« reiterated its previous recommendation on the feethe CCFFV to cooperate and
coordinate with UNECE towards the elaboration ofnianized standards without
duplication of effort. While avoiding any unneceassauplication of work, the
collaboration would also benefit UNECE by givingeémational recognition to its
standards as the Terms of Reference of the Conarditews the Commission to
use UNECE standards and recommend them for wortdesigblication.

10.  The representative of the OECD Scheme repdiidthe OECD Apricot, Peaches
and Nectarines and Citrus Fruits Brochures had peélished and distributed with a USB
key containing hyperlinked, high-quality electromiersions of the publications. The
publication of the OECD Apple Brochure was expedtedNovember. The Scheme was
currently working on the brochures for melons, &z, watermelons, garlic and onions.
The Scheme also had made progress on the GuidetineQuality Inspections and
Inspector's Trainings.

11. The Scheme has published the 2009 peer reépartron the Moroccan fruit and
vegetables quality inspection system. It undertaogeer review on the Turkish quality
inspection system in 2010.

12. The OECD Scheme secretariat will provide a miadnalysis of banana to the
members at the 2010 Plenary Meeting.

13. The OECD Scheme secretariat discussed wittCtiaex Alimentarius secretariat
possible areas of cooperation, such as work onhbres, guidelines, capacity-building
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activities and the development of distance-learhauds.

14. The Scheme organized a Workshop in Kenya inilA010 to facilitate the

harmonization of their export quality inspectionsgms with OECD rules. An OECD-
sponsored International Training Course was hetinfr21 to 23 September 2010 in
Slovakia.

15.  The representative of INC informed the WorkiParty that her organization had
prepared an extensive collection of worldwide stats on production, imports, exports and
consumption of tree nuts, peanuts and dried frireen 2004 to 2009. This Global
Statistical Review presents data for 15 produdtedads, Brazil nuts, cashews, hazelnuts,
macadamias, pecans, pine nuts, pistachios, walpatnuts, dates, dried apricots, dried
figs, prunes and dried grapes) and includes a stuadhe estimated per capita consumption
for the largest consuming countries. This repoaailable from INC upon request.

16.  INC strongly supports global standardizatiod encurrently working with the main
cashew nut producing countries, namely India, Brarnd Viet Nam, and the African
Cashew Association, in a Global Cashew Projectwhihinvolve 30 countries. The main
objectives of the project are:

» to evaluate the trend of production and to set rdite of possible increase in
consumption for a good balance between supply anthdd

¢ to harmonize the Codes of Practice (CP) and GagricAltural and Manufacturing
Practices (GAP, GMP)

 to promote scientific research on nutrient facts health
« to work actively on Global Quality Standards
 to cooperate with international institutions.

17. Regarding Amazonia (Brazil) nuts, INC is wokkiwith the main producing
countries (Bolivia, Brazil and Peru) on the orgatian of a seminar by the end of January
2011 in Brazil that will bring together producersdeother stakeholders.

18. INC is also monitoring the issue of the bittdter-taste of pine nuts from Asia,
reported by several consumers in the US, Europefarstralia. INC is working with the
China Chamber of Commerce for Imports and Expoft§apdstuffs (CFNA), and has
requested several laboratories in the US, EurodeéAaia to run tests on the composition of
Asian varieties in order to find the cause of tste alteration.

Agendaitems 3-6

19. The chairs of the specialized sections, and¢oeetariat, presented the work of the
sections since the 2009 meeting of the WorkingyPart

Specialized Section on Standar dization of M eat

Documentation: Report of the nineteenth session

20. The secretariat on behalf of the re-electede8urof the Specialized Section (Mr.
lan King, Australia and Mr. Craig-Morris, US) repedl on the Section’s recently held
meeting. The Working Party took note of the Sectiagreement on opting for Internet-
based publishing of the Standards and acknowlettyge&ection’s progress in developing
new standards for horse meat, goose meat, vealreaaitl meat cuts. The secretariat also
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informed the Working Party about recently held mgurs meetings in France, Russia,
and the US, which had substantially helped advaheework on the Standards. The
Working Party took note that the Specialized Sectiad discussed traceability and coding
systems and had decided to discuss the issuegrfurth

21. The Working Party adopted the following two neMECE Standards which had
been submitted by the Specialized Section follovihmgyend of their one-year trial period:
UNECE Standard for Edible hen eggs-in-shell and GREEStandard for Edible hen egg
products for use in the food industry.

Specialized Section on Standar dization of Seed Potatoes

Documentation: Report of the thirty-ninth session (ECE/ TRADBAP.7/GE.6/2010/9)
Standard for Seed Potatoes
List of Diseases and Pests

22.  The Specialized Section adopted the revisetddiethe Standard for Seed Potatoes
and the updated List of Diseases and Pests.

Specialized Section on Standar dization of Fresh Fruit and
Vegetables

Documentation: Report of the fifty-seventh session (ECE/TRADEXMP.7/GE.1/2010/19)

2009 Standard Layout for UNECE standards on fresh fruit and
vegetables

Documentation: 2009 Standard Layout
23.  The Working Party adopted the revised StanHaydut.

Alignment of standar ds with the 2010 Standard L ayout and minor
changesto standards

24. The Working Party adopted the aligned textsjuming minor changes, of the
standards for artichokes (FFV-03), asparagus (F&Vd@ubergines (FFV-05), beans (FFV-
06), Brussels sprouts (FFV-08), headed cabbageé-0Bly, carrots (FFV-10), cauliflowers

(FFV-11), ribbed celery (FFV-12), cherries (FFV-18)trus fruit (FFV-14), cucumbers

(FFV-15), fennel (FFV-16), fresh figs (FFV-17), tiar(FFV-18), table grapes (FFV-19),

leeks (FFV-21), lettuces and endives (FFV-22), mel(FFV-23), cultivated mushrooms
(FFV-24), onions (FFV-25), peas (FFV-27), plums YFE), strawberries (FFV-35),

tomatoes (FFV-36), watermelons (FFV-37), witloofiodhy (FFV-38), edible sweet

chestnuts (FFV-39), rhubarb (FFV-40), courgetteB{#1), Chinese cabbage (FFV-44),
mangoes (FFV-45), kiwifruit (FFV-46), annonas (FBV}, broccoli (FFV-48), pears (FFV-

51), truffles (FFV-53) and ceps (FFV-54).

25.  The Working Party approved the alignment offti®wing standards with the 2010
Standard Layout: for apricots (FFV-02, version 200peaches and nectarines (FFV-26,
version 2009), sweet peppers (FFV-28, version 208@cados (FFV-42, version 2009),
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VIII.

apples (FFV-51, version 2009), early and ware petat(FFV-52, version 2009) and
chanterelles (FFV-55, version 2009).

26. The Working Party adopted new standards folaha FFV-56), berry fruit (FFV-
57), leafy vegetables (FFV-58), root and tuberagetables (FFV-59) and withdrew the
standards for bilberries and blueberries (FFV-€@3pberries (FFV-32), horse radish (FFV-
20), scorzonera (FFV-33), radishes (FFV-43), andasih (FFV-34) which had become
part of the new "group standards".

27. The Working Party thanked the Bureau of the cBieed Section and the
delegations of France and Poland for their helpeinewing the standards in English and
French.

Specialized Section on Standardization of Dry and Dried
Produce

Documentation: Report of the fifty-seventh session (ECE/TRADBXMP.7/GE.2/2010/7)

28. The Chair of the Specialized Section on Statidation of Dry and Dried Produce

reviewed the work of the Section noting the acpiaeticipation of main producing countries

and industry groups in the Section’s last meettig .briefly described progress made with
regard to the revision of the Standard for CasheasnKls and the development of a new
Standard for Whole Dried Chilli Peppers. He alsotiomed that work on an Explanatory
Brochure for Walnut Kernels was under way.

29. The Working Party adopted the following new aegised UNECE Standards
which had been submitted by the Specialized Seétioapproval: Inshell Macadamia Nuts
as new UNECE Standard DDP-22; Macadamia KerneteasUNECE Standard DDP-23;
Pistachio Kernels and Peeled Pistachio KernelsHamtinut Kernels.

30. The Working Party adopted the revised Stanétardates with the addition of a
new text of Switzerland’s reservation in the fodenof the table of tolerances. The new text
reads: “When applying its national legislation, &wiland does not admit a tolerance
higher than 6% for produce damaged by pests” (ieném: “Dans l'application de sa
Iégislation nationale, la Suisse n'admet pas déraolce supérieure a 6% pour les produits
endommagés par des parasites”). The text of themureservations by Poland and the UK
in the same footnote would remain unchanged fotithe being.

31. The Working Party also approved the additioradist of defined mixtures of
varieties as a new annex to the current UNECE &tanhfibr Inshell Walnuts. The revised
draft Standard for Dried Pears was adopted for e-year trial period as a UNECE
Recommendation for Dried Pears.

I nter pretation of UNECE standards

32. The Working Party approved the decision by tBpecialized Section on
Standardization of Fresh Fruit and Vegetables aot stork on the UNECE Brochure for
Pineapples in parallel with revising the Standard.

Coordination of work between UNECE and OECD Scheme

Documentation: Guidelines for MoU (INF.34, Informal document)
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33.  The Working Party reviewed the guidelines fe& Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) between UNECE and the OECD Scheme and askedécretariat to forward the
text to the OECD as the position of the Workingti?an recommended ways for UNECE
and OECD to work together on explanatory material.

34. Should the OECD Scheme decide, at its Dece@®Ed plenary session, to have an
MoU with UNECE, the Working Party's working grougopmposed of France, Germany,
Israel, United States, United Kingdom and the Eeaesp Commission, would assist in
exploring in more detail the issues to be coverngthb MoU.

35.  The representative of OECD informed the Workiteyty that OECD welcomed
cooperation with other international organizatiameolved in standardization of fruit and
vegetables, such as UNECE and FAO/WHO Codex Cononissn order to
facilitate/harmonize the work and avoid duplicationmandates. He said that following
extensive discussion at OECD, a draft MoU on thepeoation between the two
organizations had been submitted to UNECE in 2005¢ch clarified responsibilities and
areas of cooperation. UNECE had not followed upghenMoU but had responded with a
proposal to transfer all activities of the OECD &tle to UNECE. Scheme members
discussed that proposal at length but there had lo@econsensus. UNECE had been
informed that all Scheme activities, including tlverk on explanatory materials, would
remain at OECD. As a follow-up, OECD proposed that2005 MoU could be reactivated
as a basis for cooperation between the two orgtoiawithin the original mandates (e.qg.
UNECE - development of standards, OECD - techraspkcts of quality inspection). Such
an initiative could be discussed by Scheme mendtedts 2010 Plenary Meeting on 7 and 8
December 2010.

36. The UNECE secretariat pointed out that theatitn had changed considerably
since 2005, particularly with regard to the UNECE&rkvon explanatory material, and that a
new MoU would need to be negotiated to take intthant these new developments.

Capacity-building activities

37.  The secretariat and delegations exchangedefiton on capacity-building, training
and promotional and other activities that had taktacte since the last session of the
Working Party or were planned for the near futliiee secretariat will update information
on the dates and venues of the meetings and cgjtgiting activities in the international
meetings calendar on the UNECE website.

Other business

Documentation: Working procedures (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/2010/9)
Working procedures, position of France (INF.61)

38. Based on legal advice received concerning #menchange of its standards, the
Working Party decided to retain "UNECE" in theditf UNECE standards.

39. The Working Party withdrew "United Nations Eoaric Commission for Europe”
from the upper part of the cover page of the stadedand asked the secretariat to spell out
in full the name of UNECE in the Note to the stanida

40. The Working Party considered the amendmentsitdoworking procedures
recommended for approval by the Specialized SedfiorStandardization of Fresh Fruit
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XIV.

XV.

and Vegetables. The amended version of the woningedures, adopted by the Working
Party, would be published on the website.

41.  The Working Party asked the secretariat totipeitdate of issue on every document
placed on the web.

42. At the request of the Specialized Section oy &rd Dried Produce, the Working
Party examined the issue of consensus in the tefmaference and found it sufficient to
meet the needs of the Specialized Section.

Futurework

43. The Working Party asked the specialized sestimnstart work on revising the
Geneva Protocol and to report to the 2011 sessitmredNorking Party on their progress.

44.  The Working Party decided to revisit its teroigeference at its 2011 session.
45.  The Working Party agreed to a two-day meeting011.

Election of officers

46. The delegations elected Mr. lan Hewett (Unikédgdom) as Chair and Mr. Pier
Giacomo Bianchi (Chair of the Specialized SectionStandardization of Seed Potatoes,
Italy) as Vice-Chair.

Adoption of thereport

47.  The Working Party adopted the report of theises




