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1. The Meeting of Experts held its twenty-ninth session in Geneva from9 to
12 February 1998. The session was attended by experts fromthe foll ow ng
countries : Canada; Finland; France; Germany; G eece; Hungary; |Israel
Italy; the Netherlands; Poland; Portugal; Romania; Spain; Swtzerland; the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of
America. The European Union was al so represented. The experts from Bel gi um and
Sweden expressed their continued interest in the work of the Meeting but were
unable to attend.

Adoption of the Agenda (ltem 1) (Docunentation: TRADE/ WP. 7/ GE. 6/ 1998/ 1)

2. The Meeting adopted the provisional agenda prepared by the secretariat in
consultation with the office-bearers, on the understanding that Item5 -
Consideration of a Revised Questionnaire on National Seed Potato Certification
Schenes, would be dealt with only when the di scussion of other possibly rel evant
items had been conpl et ed.
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Matters of Interest Arising fromthe 53rd Session of the Wirking Party
(Item 2) (Documentation: TRADE/ WP.7/GE. 6/ 1998/ 2)

3. At the invitation of the Chairman, the Director of the ECE Trade
Division Dr. C. Cosgrove-Sacks outlined the changes in the organi zational set
up of the Working Party on Standardi zati on of Perishable Produce and Quality
Devel opment (WP.7) and its nmeetings of experts. The ECE Comittee on

Agricul ture had been dissolved and the Wirking Party now reported to the ECE
Conmittee on Trade, Industry and Enterprise Devel opnent (CTIED). The Econonic
Conmi ssion for Europe and the CTIED attached consi derable weight to the work
on standardi zation of perishable produce and quality devel opment. The

Chai rman of WP.7 had been el ected Vice-Chairman of the CTIED in recognition of
this. The secretariat was naking every effort to recruit a conpetent and
know edgeabl e staff menber to service the Wirking Party and its neetings of
experts as soon as possible.

4. The Director of the Trade Division also reported on the di scussions at
the CTIED in Decenber 1997 on the future status of the Working Party and its
neetings of experts. As regards the proposed change of the title of standards
el aborated by the Working Party, the CTIED had been unable to reach a
consensus and had agreed to refer the question to UN Legal Counsel

5. The Meeting al so discussed the role of the UV ECE in standardization of
seed potatoes. It was estimated that practically the totality of seed
pot at oes traded between UN ECE nember countries were covered by the Standard
and that UN ECE nmenber countries produced nore than four fifths of the seed
pot at oes traded worl dw de.

Reports of neetings of Rapporteurs on Standardi zati on of Seed Pot at oes
(Item 3) (Docunmentation : TRADE/ WP. 7/ GE. 6/ 1998/ 3; TRADE/ WP. 7/ GE. 6/ 1998/ 3/ Add. 1
and TRADE/ WP. 7/ GE. 6/ 1998/ 3/ Add. 2)

6. The Meeting took note of the reports and agreed to revert to substantia
i ssues under the rel evant agenda itens.

7. The Meeting noted that confusion still existed on the |egal status of
the UV ECE Standard in the |ight of the devel opments within the WO franmewor k
(para. 17 from TRADE/ WP. 7/ GE. 6/ 1998/ 3). Several Experts stressed that the

UN ECE Meeting of Experts and Rapporteurs group provided the only

i nternational forumwhere all aspects of seed potato trade including
standardi zation, certification and quality issues could be discussed. It was
al so noted that the schene el aborated within the UV ECE had been devel oped
over many years and that the UN ECE Standard was reflected in nany nationa
seed potato certification schenes and should continue to be considered in
other international and regional fora.
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Revi ew of the Standard for Seed Potatoes (ltem 4)
(Docunent ati on: ECE AGRI/ 129)

8. The Meeting agreed to consider the foll owi ng sub-itens which had been
recormended by the Rapporteurs for discussion and recomendation. It also
agreed to recomend to the Wirking Party that the definition of Basic Seed in
Section Il.B. Classification of the Standard be anended to read

(i) Basi ¢ Seed
Potato tubers which are (a) descended directly from Pre-basic
Seed or Basic Seed or are produced under special provisions of a
national certification schene.
(b) and (c) unchanged.

The representative of the European Community reserved his position on this
i ssue.

9. It also agreed to anend the text of Section Il.C. Subdivision of the
categories to read: Producing countries are free to create within the
categories provided for in paragraph B, classes which are subject to specific
requirenents.

Regul ation and Certification of Pre-Basic Seed (ltem 4(a))
(Docunent ati on:  TRADE/ WP. 7/ 1998/ 4)

10. The Meeting adopted the recommendati ons by the Rapporteurs concerning
revisions to Annexes Ill, 1V and V of the Standard with the foll ow ng
amendnents and reservations :

Annex 111 The Meeting agreed to delete the proposed section 2 and to
renunmber the foll owi ng sections accordingly.

Annex 1V The Meeting took note of the reservation made by the del egation
of Sweden in a witten subm ssion (TRADE/ WP. 7/ GE. 6/ 1998/ CRP. 2)
relating to the proposed tol erances for comon scab (4) and
Rhi zoctonia (5) on pre-basic seed and agreed to anend the tota
tolerance for itens 2 to 5 to read 6 per cent by weight.

Annex V The Meeting took note of the reservations made by the del egations
of France, Germany, Poland and Portugal as regards the
proportion, in direct progeny, of plants showi ng synptons of mld
or severe virus di seases.
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11. The Meeting al so agreed to invite the Rapporteurs to | ook again at the
tol erances for Common Scab and Rhi zoctonia for basic and certified seed and to
recommend tol erances for powdery scab. The Rapporteurs should al so consider
listing common pat hogens which, in their opinion, should be dealt with in the
St andar d.

12. The Meeting agreed to recommend to the Working Party that the
secretariat be invited to issue, as soon as possible, a revised version of the
St andard, incorporating the agreed anendnents and to nmake every effort
actively to pronote the revised Standard worl dwi de.

Di scussi on of a proposed sub-division of the classification of certified seed
into level | and level Il seed (Item 4 b)
(docunentati on : TRADE/ WP. 7/ GE. 6/ 1998/ 5)

13. During the Meeting there was no consensus on this proposal, but it was
agreed to refer the question of lowering the tol erances for virus diseases in
basic and certified seed potatoes to the Rapporteurs.

Consi deraton to replace the word "viruses" by the term"harnful organisns" in
Section Il E of the Standard (Item 4 c)

14. After discussion, the Meeting agreed to replace the word "viruses" in
the second sentence of the text of Section Il E of the Standard by the term
“regul ated non quarantine pests", taking into account the definition of "pest"
used by the FAO International Plant Protection Convention (FAQ |PPC) which
shoul d be included in the definitions. The Meeting also agreed to anmend the
second indent in Section E to read: "However, each producer country may be
aut horized by the UV ECE Working Party on Standardi zati on of Perishable
Produce and Quality Devel opnment for the marketing of seed potatoes in the
whol e or any part of its territory, take nore vigorous neasures than those
provided for in Annexes Ill and V against the introduction of certain

regul ated non quarantine pests which do not exist there or which seem
particularly injurious to the crops in that country or in any part of its
territory."

Consi deration to include clonal selection and tissue culture production in the
revi sed Annexes (ltem 4 d)

15. The Meeting agreed with the opinion of the Rapporteurs that the issues
of clonal selection and tissue culture production were sufficiently covered in
Annexes | and Il of the Standard for the time being and pending the outcone of

di scussions in the European and Mediterranean Plant Protection Organization
( EPPO) .
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Consi deration to include sanpling plans or certification protocols in the
Annexes of the Standard (ltem 4 e)
(docunentation : TRADE/ Wp. 7/ GE. 6/ 1998/ 3/ Add. 1 and 2)

16. The Meeting agreed to invite the Rapporteurs to consider how the
sampling plans and table on probability data could be made relevant to the
Standard and to nmeke reconmendations as to their possible inclusion in the
St andard as Annexes for information purposes. The Meeting of Experts
request ed Rapporteurs to study routine procedures for sanpling related to
certification for inclusion in the Standard.

Consi deration of a revised questionnaire on national seed potato certification
schenes (lItem 5) (Docunentati on TRADE/ WP. 7/ GE. 6/ 1998/ 7)

17. The Meeting expressed appreciation of the work carried out by the
Rapporteur fromlsrael on the revision of the questionnaire and invited the
Chairman, in consultation with the secretariat, to reviewit and to subnit his
proposal to the Rapporteurs.

Di scussion on genetically nodified varieties (Item 6)

18. The representative of the EU provided information on requirements for
t he handl i ng and marketing of seed potatoes derived fromtransgenic plant
material in the Union and announced a possible EU initiative to ask for an
amendment to the Standard by including, in Annex VI thereto, the requirenent
that it be indicated on the label if the variety concerned was genetically
nodi fi ed.

Accreditation of |aboratories (Item7)

19. The Meeting agreed that devel opnments as regards | aboratory accreditation
warranted further study. |In particular The Meeting of Experts asked the ECE
to clarify as soon as possible how the concept of official procedures should
be considered in an accredited system |t took note of the information
provided by the secretariat as regards the work of the Internationa

Laboratory Accreditation Conference (ILAC).

Matters of Interest related to the activities of (Item8):

North Anerican Plant Protection O ganization (NAPPO

20. The Chai rnman announced that the NAPPO Potato Standard, although
conpl eted and fornerly adopted, was undergoi ng sone ninor technical revisions
by the NAPPO Potato Panel. The intent is to nmeet with EPPO |ater this year to
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di scuss the possiblity of building a phytosanitary standard for potatoes, that
woul d have gl obal application.

Eur opean and Mediterranean Plant Protection O gani zati on (EPPO)

21. An Expert fromthe United Kingdomreported that the EPPO Panel on
Certification of Seed Potatoes net on 5-6 June 1996 in Paris, France, on 29-30
January 1997 in Mal np, Sweden, and on 6-7 Novenmber 1997 in Paris. The object
was to prepare guidelines for a seed potato certification scheme nodelled on
ot her EPPO schenes, e.g. strawberry. The drafting of the proposals has
concentrated largely on the conditions and testing appropriate for the
producti on of Nucl ear Stock, Propagation Stock | (Pre-basic TC) and
Propagation Stock Il (Pre-basic). Discussion on the tolerances for these
stocks and the categories, basic and certified, has been very linited with a
proposal being made to refer to the UNECE Standard as the basis for the | ower
categories. A final neeting of the Panel is planned for 10-11 March 1998 in
Kosi ca, Slovakia, after which the final draft will be subnitted to the Wrking
Party for approval

International Plant Protection Convention (1PPC)

22. The Chairnman distributed document TRADE/ WP. 7/ GE, 6/ 1998/ CRP. 3 pr epar ed
for himby the Canadi an representative to |PPC. The docunment provided

i nformati on on the | atest |PPC devel opments. He pointed out that the adoption
of a definition for a "regul ated non-quarantine pest" woul d

be of particular interest to the ECE Standard.

23. The Meeting took note of the information concerning the activities of
ot her rel evant organi zations nmentioned in paragraphs 20 - 22 above and sone
del egations reserved their right to nake coments before the next neeting of
the Working Party and/or of the next Meeting of Experts.

O her business (ltem9)

a) Future Work

24. The Meeting took note with appreciation of the preliminary invitations
by the del egations of Italy, Netherlands and the United States of America to
hol d the next Meeting of Rapporteurs in their countries in late 1998. It
invited the Office-Bearers to decide on the tinme and place of the Meetings of
Rapporteurs in consultations with the secretariat. It stressed the inportance
of choosi ng dates and venues whi ch would ensure that as many as possi bl e of
the Rapporteurs, O fice-Bearers and the ECE secretariat could attend.
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25. It agreed to invite the Rapporteurs to consider

i) the items explicitly referred to themin paras. 11, 13, 15 and 17
of this report; and

ii) any ot her busi ness.
26. The Expert elected Ms. T. Afonso of Portugal as a Rapporteur to replace

M. Rasquilho, Dr. S. Carnegie of the United Kingdomto replace M. Dukat of
the Czech Republic and M. R Marenne of Belgiumto replace M. de Snet.

b) Date and place of next Meeting
27. The thirtieth Meeting of Experts on Standardi zation of Potatoes (Seed)
will take place at the Palais des Nations, Geneva in 1999 or early in the year

2000. The Meeting expressed the opinion that it would be desirable to neet
nore frequently and to nove up the next neeting as much as possible.

Adoption of the Report (Item 10)

28. The Meeting adopted this report on its twenty-ninth session on
12 February 1998.



