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Specialized Section on Standardization of Seed Potatoes

Thirty-ninth session

Geneva, 15 – 17 March 2010

Item 12 of the provisional agenda
FUTURE WORK
This proposal by the delegation of Germany suggests that information on the number of reproductive cycles of seed be included in the UNECE national standards comparisons.
The UNECE COMPARISON does not include information on the number of reproductive cycles or outdoor increase generations of the plants for planting. Even when purchasing plants for planting of the same class, the purchased material may present enormous differences as to the generation of increase, depending on the country where the plants for planting were placed on the market.
There are countries where reproduction cycles or generations of increase are completely irrelevant and where plants for planting are exclusively classified according to phytosanitary health, quality and conformity with the quality standards applicable to the classes in question.
In other countries, downgrading of plants for planting with each increase generation (from pre-basic to basic through different grades down to certified seed) is compulsory, irrespective of the question whether the quality test results of the seed certification process would also allow a classification in a higher or at least the same category as with the previous generation.
Germany requests that the national differences in the treatment of increase generations in the production of plants for planting be analysed and that the different regulations be included in the UNECE COMPARISON.
