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Note by the Chairman


At the invitation of the Swiss Authorities, the Bureau held its meeting on 8 February 2010 at the premises of the Agroscope research station at Changins-Wädenswil (Nyon). The following persons participated: Pier Giacomo Bianchi (Italy), Henri Gilliand (Switzerland), Brice Dupuis (Switzerland), Alissa Mayor (UNECE) and Serguei Malanitchev (UNECE).

The Bureau went through the provisional agenda and the documents for the March 2010 meeting of the Specialized Section and made the following points.

Item 2 (Matters of interest since the last session)


At its November 2009 session the Working Party decided to suspend its decision to remove “United Nations Economic Commission for Europe” from the cover page of its standards and asked the secretariat to approach the United Nations Legal Office at Headquarters for advice on this issue. The secretariat should be able provide more information about that decision at the March meeting of the Specialized Section.
Europatat will present the differences between the UNECE Standard and RUCIP rules regarding tolerances. If there is a need, a joint UNECE/Europatat group could be created to suggest how to go about these differences.
Item 3 (Information on the results of the meetings of the Bureau)

The Chairperson will report to the Specialized Section.
Item 4 (List of diseases and pests)
The Specialized Section may wish to consider the following wording of the definition of rots (based on document ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.6/2010/2).
Rots are any progressive decomposition of the interior tuber tissue. Rots include wet rot/soft rot, dry rot, late blight, gangrene, watery wound rot/leak, and pink rot as well as other less common rots. Rots can be caused by a range of primary fungal or bacterial potato pathogens or by weaker secondary pathogens exploiting a damaged or otherwise vulnerable tuber. (This is the introductory part of the definition. Note that late blight and gangrene are not symptoms, but pathogens that may cause rot.)

Wet rots, also called soft rots, are characterized by breakdown of the tuber flesh such as a mushy, creamy, watery or slimy decomposition or can be accompanied by formation of cavities which may contain mycelium of various colours or a cheese-like ooze. Tubers whose flesh deteriorates due to chilling injury (frost damage) are counted as wet rots. (This is the part on wet/soft rots.)
Dry rot is dry decomposition of potato tissue caused by a fungus, usually a Fusarium species. A disease with which dry rot is likely to be confused is gangrene, caused by a Phoma species. Usually gangrene and Fusarium dry rot are both considered "dry rots".  The first symptoms of dry rot are small brown spots on the skin, which slowly develop into characteristic dry rot lesions. As dry rot advances, the affected tissue dries out and ultimately the entire tuber can be mummified. Concentric wrinkles on the skin around the expanding lesions are characteristic of dry rot. The border between healthy and diseased tissue may be vague (Fusarium) or distinct (Phoma). (This is the part on dry rot.)

The Specialized Section will decide where to include in the list of diseases and pests the two pictures of soft rot submitted by the delegation of the United Kingdom, and the picture of Dickeya chrysanthemi submitted by the delegation of Germany.
Item 5 (Internal defects)

Document ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.6/2010/3.

The sentence "… holes caused by … roots" needs to be clarified.
Item 8 could probably be reduced to:
"8. 
Internal defects and disorders
Total tolerances for item 8:



-
Pre-basic TC

3 per cent by weight (not too high for pre-basic TC?)


-
Pre-basic

5 per cent by weight


-
Basic and Certified
6 per cent by weight

There is a zero tolerance for the presence of live pests (e.g. tuber moth)."


The definition of internal defects could be moved to Annex VII.


The paragraph "-
internal discoloration occurring interior to the vascular ring (e.g. internal brown spot, black heart, mahogany browning, rust spot and heat necrosis). Net necrosis, other necroses, symptoms of potato mop-top virus (PMTV) or tobacco rattle virus (TRV), when  more than the equivalent of three scattered spots are 20 per cent of the cut surface 3 mm or greater in diameter;" needs to be worded more clearly.

The Specialized Section will have to decide where to include a provision on cutting tubers in the Standard.


The delegation of France was encouraged to send to the secretariat its proposal on adding a point on defects caused by insects to annex III of the Standard.

Item 6 (Non-compliance at destination)
The Bureau felt that document ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.6/2010/4 was ready for approval by the Specialized Section.
Item 7 (Field inspection practices)

Document ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.6/2010/5.
To avoid multiplication of annexes, the Specialized Section may wish to include new provisions on field inspection practices in the existing Annex II by: (a) renaming Annex II into "Minimum conditions to be satisfied by the crop and control procedures"; (b) showing the existing part of this annex under "A.  Minimum conditions to be satisfied by the crop"; and (c) placing new provisions under "B.  Control procedure".
The first sentence in the proposed text ("All seed potato crops to be certified under the Standard must be inspected during growth.") can be deleted because this provision already exists in the Standard. The text could then start with: "To inspect during growth the DA should adopt …".
Item 4 in the proposed text could be made clearer by rewording it as follows: "Removal of plants with faults mentioned in section A, points 2 to 4".

Item 8 (Post-harvest evaluation)
Annex IV could be restructured in a similar way to the proposed structure of Annex II. Annex IV could be named "Minimum conditions to be satisfied by direct progeny of seed potatoes and control procedures". The existing part could become "A. Minimum conditions to be satisfied by direct progeny of seed potatoes" and the proposed provisions could be placed under "B. Control procedures". The text of the new section B could be:

"
Depending on local circumstances, the DA may decide to use post-harvest evaluation as a control procedure to determine if the minimum conditions in section A have been met. The requirement for a post-harvest evaluation may depend on “regulated haulm destruction dates”.
The post-harvest test can also be used for bacterial diseases, e.g. bacterial ring rot and/or brown rot is done by tuber testing, using ELISA, PCR and/or IF (Immunofluorescence test) and additional confirmation techniques (plating, bio-assay).

There are two possibilities for evaluation before the sale of the crop:


a)
by grow-out 

The grow-out may be done in field or green house. The evaluation may be visual and/or confirmed by laboratory testing.

Trueness-to-type can only be assessed in a field grow-out.

If a variety mixture and/or chemical damage is observed during a grow-out post-harvest evaluation, the DA shall take appropriate action.


b)
laboratory test

A laboratory test on viruses may be done on leaves of a grow-out sample by ELISA (Enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay), PCR (Polymerase chain reaction) or other appropriate technique, on sprouts or sprouted tubers by ELISA or PCR and/or on tubers by PCR.

The DA shall specify the sample size depending on field size, category, tolerance and the desired confidence level (see Annex IX.  Sampling tubers for virus testing).

Sampling may be done during the harvest, just before harvest after haulm destruction is complete, or from storage.

Dormancy breaking may be done chemically and/or by temperature treatment."

The last paragraph in the existing part of Annex IV can be deleted because it is now reflected in the new section B.

The note on statistical comparability of the results of post-harvest control tests for virus needs to be completed with an explanation of its purpose. The authors should also suggest what could be incorporated in the Standard.

Item 9 (Questionnaire on varietal identity and purity)

The Bureau did not have time to consider the draft questionnaire in detail.

Item 10 (Demonstration trials)

The delegation of Switzerland will simplify the technical protocol for demonstration trials and will send it to the secretariat with a short cover note. It was stressed that if the trials were to take place, they should be limited to showing how the UNECE Standard is applied in practice.
Item 11 (Promotion of the Standard)

The Bureau reviewed the draft programme of the workshop in Indonesia. The secretariat will send it out to the host country and the Steering Group for further comments.
Item 12 (Future work)

October 2010: Workshop in Indonesia

March 2011: Fortieth session of the Specialized Section in Geneva


Autumn 2011: Extended Bureau meeting in Canada


March 2012: Forty-first session of the Specialized Section in Geneva

Autumn 2012: Extended Bureau meeting in Czech Republic
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