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Item 4(g) of the provisional agenda

REVISION OF UNECE STANDARDS

This note explains Israeli proposals for revising avocado sizing provisions.
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UNECE STANDARD FFV-42 (AVOCADOS)
Chapter III: PROVISIONS CONCERNING SIZING

Background:

The current size scale dose not provide for any overlap of size classes.
The Israeli avocado industry, and some Israeli customers abroad, find this strict separation of size classes difficult to apply in practice.
Problems:

Avocado Fruit Weight

1. Avocados loose weight during transport:
· Consignments may arrive at their import destination under-weight for the size code declared;
· The greater the travel time/distance is, the more acute the problem is;
· This causes problems with the clients, and during the quality inspection;
· Consignments are being rejected, solely for this reason.
2. Packing heavier fruit is not a satisfactory solution:
· Heavier fruit, packed to meet the size requirements upon arrival, are compressed and bruised during packing and transport.
Avocado Carton Weight

3. The industry operates on the basis of a "4kg net weight Avocado carton":
· Payments are made on this basis;
· It is hard to reach full accuracy when there is no overlap and no flexibility between the size codes;

· 'Free weight', over and above this 4kg, cause economic harm to the growers.
Solution:
The proposed solution maintains the size uniformity requirements, while provides for more flexibility in avocado sizing. This should help solving the above-mentioned problems.

The size uniformity in the proposed revised size scale is based on the same aproach of "maximum permissible difference between fruit within the package", as in the Mango Quality Standard.
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UN/ECE Avocado Standard – Size Classes revision proposal
	Current Size Scale
	
	Proposed Size Scale

	Size Code
	Minimum (g)
	Maximum (g)
	Difference (g)
	Average (g)
	
	Size Code
	Minimum (g)
	Maximum (g)
	Difference (g)
	Average (g)

	8
	461
	575
	114
	518
	
	8
	456
	576
	120
	516

	10
	366
	460
	94
	413
	
	10
	364
	462
	98
	413

	12
	306
	365
	59
	335.5
	
	12
	300
	371
	71
	335.5

	14
	266
	305
	39
	285.5
	
	14
	258
	313
	55
	285.5

	16
	236
	265
	29
	250.5
	
	16
	227
	274
	47
	250.5

	18
	211
	235
	24
	223
	
	18
	203
	243
	40
	223

	20
	191
	210
	19
	200.5
	
	20
	184
	217
	33
	200.5

	22
	171
	190
	19
	180.5
	
	22
	165
	196
	31
	180.5

	24
	156
	170
	14
	163
	
	24
	151
	175
	24
	163

	26
	146
	155
	9
	150.5
	
	26
	144
	157
	13
	150.5

	28
	136
	145
	9
	140.5
	
	28
	134
	147
	13
	140.5

	30
	125
	135
	10
	130
	
	30
	123
	137
	14
	130
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