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Item 7 of the provisional agenda

CODEX STANDARD FOR BANANAS

This note explains the Turkish position on a draft UNECE Standard for Bananas.
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1.
During the 2007 FFV meeting we underlined the necessity for a UNECE standard for bananas, since the new Codex Standard for Bananas is not within the context of the Geneva Protocol. 

2.
On the other hand, due to the Turkey's efforts to adopt the EU's trade policy within the EU Partnership process, we started to apply compulsory standard controls for some new products such as bananas, avocados, etc. by 2008 on imports and exports.

3.
Turkey is an important importer on bananas. During the controls we refer to our national standard which covers starch/sugar ratio as an important criteria. But our 4-month experience on standard controls on bananas showed that there is big discussion on using the starch/sugar ratio as a criteria. When we look at the international standards we see that there is no such a criteria.  In Turkey, concerned parties couldn't come to a consensus yet about the necessity for sugar/starch ratio. So, before clarifying the present domestic discussion we think that it is not rational to study international standards. 

4.
During the 2008 FFV meeting, we would like to learn from delegations about the use of the starch ratio as the maturity requirement in their countries.
5.
Our proposal is (a) to adopt the Codex Standard as a draft UNECE Standard; and (b) discuss the maturity criteria for bananas.
