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ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.1/2009/INF.33
Specialized Section on Standardization of Fresh Fruit and Vegetables 

Fifty-sixth session

Geneva, 2 - 4 November 2009

Items 4(a) of the provisional agenda

REVISION OF UNECE STANDARDS

Apples
This note contains proposals by the US delegation on the Standard for Apples.
The United States of America submits the following proposals on UNECE Standard for Apples (UNECE STANDARD FFV-50)
 SECTION III- PROVISIONS CONCERNING SIZING (A)  

The United States of America is very concerned that the uniformity requirements of apples within the same package [5 mm for “Extra” Class fruit and for Classes I and II fruit packed in rows and layers] do not correspond to its industry and trading practices. Since 1933 as enshrined in the US Apple and Pear Export Act, uniformity by diameter in the U.S. is expressed by a single parameter/value “Fairly Uniform” that is no more than 13mm.  The US industry and all of North America are guided by this parameter without any complaints.

Additionally, current trade practices makes allowances for increased differences in diameter of apples in the same package as the diameter of/size the fruit increases. The U.S.is concerned that the current fixed uniformity requirement reflects only a regional and not international trade practice and if applied in other regions such as North America it would be very disruptive to the commercial fresh apple trade. Therefore, the following two options are suggested:

A.

The maximum difference in diameter or weight between apples in the same package shall be limited to:

5 mm or 15 g, if the diameter / weight of the smallest apple is under 60 mm / 90 g.

7 mm or 20 g, if the diameter / weight of the smallest apple is 60 mm / 90 g and over but under 70 mm / 135 g.

10 mm or 30 g, if the diameter / weight of the smallest apple is 70 mm / 135 g and over but  under 78 mm / 200 g.

13 mm or 40 g, if the diameter / weight of the smallest apple is 78 mm / 200 g and over but  under 85 mm / 300 g.

15 mm or 50 g, if the diameter / weight of the smallest apple is over 85 mm / 300 g.

B.

Already Section IV. PROVISIONS CONCERNING TOLERANCES part B. Size Tolerances states: 

“For all classes: a total tolerance of 10 per cent, by number or weight, of apples not satisfying the requirements as regards sizing is allowed”

The United States proposes the following text
The contents of each package must be uniform and contain only apples of the same origin, variety and/or commercial type, quality and size. For “Extra” Class, color should be uniform. The visible part of the contents of the package must be representative of the entire contents.

However, a mixture of apple of distinct different colors, varieties and/or commercial types may be packed together in a sales unit
, provided they are uniform in quality and for each color, variety and/or commercial type concerned, in origin.

SECTION IV- PROVISIONS CONCERNING TOLERANCES

The United States draws to the attention of the UNECE Specialized Section on Standardization of Fresh Fruits and Vegetables of the need to set tolerances for “decay and internal breakdown” in all standards developed for the following reasons:

1. Though the international FFV trade makes and accepts allowances for decay and internal breakdown in FFV, national inspection services have the final say on market entrance.

The absence of such tolerances implies a “Zero Tolerance”, therefore countries are free to decide when and how to apply such. In many cases the implied “Zero Tolerance” is used selectively and in cases to limit market access when domestic supplies are available. 

2. In many instances fresh fruits and vegetables are shipped to markets via long sea voyages, in some instances at least six weeks. FFV undergo senescence from the time they are harvested, though the shipper/packer may use the best and latest technology post harvest practices, he cannot guarantee that every individual unit/piece exported arrives at destination in the same condition as when shipped. 

The U.S. believes that the United Kingdom’s proposal; ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.1/2009/INF.2  

is a good starting point for discussion and would like to propose a simplification.

At stages following export/packing not more than the following percentages of fruit affected by rotting or any other serious flesh are allowed in each class



Extra Class 
1 percent

Class I

1 percent

Class II
2 percent

� 	The sales unit should be designed to be purchased in its entirety.








