ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.1/2007/INF.8

Page 2
ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.1/2007/INF.8

Page 3

ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.1/2007/INF.8

Specialized Section on Standardization of Fresh Fruit and Vegetables 

Fifty-third session

Geneva, 21-25 May 2007

Items 3(c), 4(c) and 11 of the provisional agenda

Turkish suggestions on various standards

This document contains suggestions by the delegation of Turkey regarding the standards for sweet peppers, bananas, cucumbers, plums and table grapes.

UN/ECE Standard for Sweet Peppers

III. Provisions Concerning Sizing

It is stated that; 

“The width of sweet peppers may not be less than:

(i) elongated sweet peppers (pointed): . . . . 20 mm

(ii) square sweet peppers (blunt)

square sweet peppers tapering

(peg-top): . . . . 40 mm

(iii) flat sweet peppers (tomato peppers): . . 55 mm

Sizing is not compulsory for Class II, subject to the minimum sizes.”*
We do believe that this requirement concerning the compulsory sizing for sweep peppers poses a burden on our export. For instance, “Çarliston”sweet peppers, which are square sweet peppers in type, are widely traded in the Turkish market. Turkish people have taste for these kinds of sweet peppers that are less than 40 mm. Additionally, millions of Turks living abroad prefer sweet peppers which do not meet the sizing requirements of the standard for sweet peppers.

We consider the labeling of high quality sweet peppers as Class II based on the sizing requirement of the standard, unfair. That is why we suggest that sweet peppers classification should not take into account the sizes of the peppers and sizing should not be compulsory for all the classes in the standard.

UN/ECE Standard for Bananas

UN/ECE does not have a quality standard for bananas. On the other hand, Codex Alimentarius Commission has already adopted a standard for bananas. We do believe that UN/ECE Working Group for Fresh Fruits and Vegetables should start working on a standard for bananas. Since the existing Codex standards are not within the context of the Geneva Protocol, the signatories to the Protocol do not have any obligation to adopt and apply the Codex standard for bananas.

UN/ECE Standard for Cucumbers

 III. Provisions Concerning Sizing.

It is stated that;

“ Size is determined by the weight of the cucumbers. 

(i) The minimum weight of cucumbers grown in the open is set at 180 g; the minimum weight of cucumbers grown under protection is set at 250 g. 

(ii) Moreover, "Extra" Class and Class I cucumbers grown under protection weighing: 

- 500 g or more must be not less than 30 cm long 

- between 250 and 500 g must be not less than 25 cm long.

(iii) Sizing is compulsory for classes "Extra" and I. 

The differences in weight between the heaviest and lightest cucumbers in the same package must not exceed: 

- 100 g where the lightest piece weighs between 180 and 400 g 

- 150 g where the lightest piece weighs 400 g or more.
(iv) The provisions concerning sizing are not applicable to "short cucumbers" or "mini cucumbers". ”**
We do believe that this requirement concerning the compulsory sizing for “Extra” and Class I cucumbers poses a burden on our export. Turkish people have taste for small kinds of cucumbers which are smaller than the minimum weights mentioned in the UN/ECE standard. Additionally, millions of Turks living abroad prefer cucumbers, which do not meet the sizing requirements of the standard for cucumbers.

We consider the labeling of our superior quality cucumbers as Class II, due to the sizing requirement of the standard for “Extra” and Class I cucumbers, unfair. That is why, we suggest that cucumbers classification should not take into account the sizes of the cucumbers and sizing should not be compulsory for all the classes in the standard.

UN/ECE Standard for Plums

It is stated in the above-mentioned standard that plums must be sufficiently developed and display satisfactory ripeness. However, Turkish people have taste for unripe and green varieties of plums.  Additionally, millions of Turks living abroad these kinds of plums. Consequently, we believe that there should be an explanation addressing trading of unripe and green plums. Otherwise, trade distorting practices of some importing countries will continue.***
UN/ECE Standard for Table Grapes

It is stated in the above-mentioned standard that the table grapes bunches must be sufficiently developed and display satisfactory ripeness. However, Russian market consumers have a preference for unripe and undeveloped table grapes varieties. We believe that there should be an explanation addressing trading of unripe table grapes.

