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ANNOTATED AGENDA 

09:00 -  09:30
1. 
Opening Session



09:00 – 09:10
Welcoming Address by Mr. Peter Hintze, Parliamentary Secretary of State, German Ministry of Economy and Technology (BMWi)
09:10 – 09:20
Opening by Mr. Marek Belka, Executive Secretary of UNECE
09:20 – 09:25
Statement by Mr. Raj Kumar on behalf of UNESCAP 

09:25 – 09:30
Opening statement by the Chairperson of the Project Working Group on Trade, Ms. Larisa Kislyakova Deputy Minister of Economy and Trade of the Republic of Tajikistan.

09:30 -  9:35
2. 
Adoption of Agenda 

09:35 - 10:20
3.
Review the Implementation of the Work Plan of the Project Working Group on Trade (PWG on Trade)

The PWG on Trade will take stock of the first year of the implementation of its Work Plan. It will consider the necessity to draft new Terms of Reference as a document separate from the Work Plan, which should be broad enough to allow the PWG on Trade to consider various issues related to trade (and investment) of relevance to the SPECA region in the immediate future. 

09:35 – 09:50
Report of the Chairperson of the PWG on Trade

09:50 – 10:05
Information on the status of the list of projects and new requests: report by the UNECE and UNESCAP secretariats (Mario Apostolov / Andrea Spear)

10:05 – 10:20
Discussion

10:20 - 12:30
4.
Trade Policy Issues 

The Group will discuss trade policy issues of common interest to the Central Asian countries (such as implementation and harmonization of bilateral and regional free trade agreements, WTO accession, trade development and facilitation policies, export promotion, etc.) 

Peter Danylow (Eastern and Central European Association) 
10:20-10:40
(a)
Free Trade Agreements: Implementation and harmonization issues 

UNECE will introduce a short background study on FTAs in the region, including a set of policy recommendations on their harmonization. UNESCAP will brief the PWG on the latest developments in APTIAD.

Mario Apostolov (UNECE) – brief presentation of the background paper and 
Andrea Spear (ESCAP) on APTIAD

10:40 – 11:00
Discussions
11:00-11:25
(b)
Accession to WTO and implementation commitments  

Reports on the progress of the project “Building the capacity of the SPECA member countries for accession to WTO, post-accession negotiations and implementation of WTO agreements and commitments, as well as establishment of an Informal WTO Forum within SPECA” (Annex 19 to the SPECA Work Plan for 2005-2007).

Statement of Mr. Mamad-Guliev, Deputy Foreign Minister of Azerbaijan 
Statements of Andrea Spear (ESCAP), Silke Trumm (GTZ) and Mario Apostolov (UNECE)
11:25 – 11:40
Discussion on WTO/Doha issues and possibilities for subregional cooperation

11:40-11:50
(c)
Networking among Trade Research Institutions (t.b.c.)

Notes by representatives of the networks
11:50 – 11:55
Discussion

11:55-12:30
5.
Capacity-building to enhance agricultural exports and compliance with international standards

The Group will discuss adopted and possible projects to build capacity for implementing international standards for commercial agricultural products, in order to enhance the export capacity of the participating countries: Ms Ulrike Bickelmann, Chairperson of the UNECE Working Party on Agricultural Standards and Head of Section “Standards and Inspection”, in the Federal Agency for Food and Agriculture of Germany
(a) Presentation on the project to be financed by the 6th tranche of the UNDA project on raising the capacity of Central Asian countries to comply with UNECE agricultural standards, with a view to foster agricultural exports from these countries; Ms. Virginia Cram-Martos, Director, UNECE Trade Division
and 

(b) Building capacity in the Central Asian countries to comply with WTO SPS and TBT standards. Ms Andrea Spear, Regional Adviser, UNESCAP Trade Division 
12:30-14:00 
Lunch
14:00-15:15
6.
Trade and Transport Facilitation 
14:00 – 14:30 


Presentation on the implementation of the 5th tranche UN Development Account (UNDA) capacity-building project for trade facilitation. Mario Apostolov, UNECE
The PWG on Trade members will be requested to explore political support for the implementation of the products of this project (e.g. (1) web portals containing all required trade forms and documents following the same model in all countries; and (b) some sample trade and transport documents in electronic format)
Mario Apostolov (UNECE Trade) 
Markus Schulmeyer, Centre for Information Technology and Information Use, Germany 

14:30-15:30
Other activities of UNECE and UNESCAP in Trade and Transport Facilitation 
Mario Apostolov (UNECE Trade) 

Jaromir Cekota (UNECE Transport) 
Andrea Spear (UNESCAP 
representatives of aid agencies, private business from Germany and the region)
15:30-16:00
Coffee break
16:00-16:30
7.
Aid-for-Trade 

Aid-for-trade has achieved increased attention since the Ministerial Declaration of the Sixth WTO Ministerial Conference at Hong Kong, China made explicit reference to the need for aid to countries to increase their capacity to implement WTO agreements as well as their supply-side capacity to benefit from enhanced market access. Aid-for-trade is currently being conceptualized by concerned agencies, including the UN Regional Commissions. The PWG will briefly discuss the concept so as to identify areas for priority consideration for aid-for-trade and provide a clear mandate to UNECE and UNESCAP to undertake activities within the framework of aid-for-trade for the benefit of the SPECA member countries. 

Andrea Spear (UNESCAP), Ms. Christina Decker, German Ministry of  Economics and Technology, WTO Division,  Mario Apostolov (UNECE),
16:30-17:30
8.  Modalities for funding of projects, inter-agency co-operation and donor relations

Experience with fundraising under various projects in 2007 and objectives for future activities. Fundraising is based on day-to-day collaboration between experts, international organizations, beneficiary countries and the donor community. The participants will discuss interagency and donor cooperation in the area of trade in Central Asia: forging synergies and avoiding duplication. The PWG will use the possibility offered by the location of the meeting in Berlin. The PWG will discuss modalities to build cooperation and coordination mechanisms, discuss coordination with potential donors of projects on trade and investment.

17:30-17:45
9.
 Other matters 

Any other matters participants may wish to bring up.

17:45-18:00
10.
 Conclusions

Closing statements by the Chairperson of the PWG-Trade and representatives of UNECE and ESCAP.
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For more information, please contact: 

Mario Apostolov, Regional Adviser, UNECE Trade, Palais des Nations, Room 437, CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland, tel.: +41 22 9171134, fax: +41 22 9170037, e-mail: mario.apostolov@unece.org
Ms. Margitta Wülker-Mirbach Ministry of Economy, Villemombler Str. 76, 53123 Bonn, +49 22 86152505, Fax: +49 22 8 615-3792, e-mail: margitta.wuelker-mirbach@bmwi.bund.de

