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Summary  

 
Forest land in Latvia has increased from 25% in 1935 to its current level of 44% of the total land 

area. Approximately 2.8 million hectares is classified as productive forest, and comprises pine (41%), 
spruce (18%), birch (28%), aspen and alder (11%), and oak and ash (2%). The forest ownership structure 
has radically changed as a result of land reform. State forests account for 49.9% of the total forest area, 
while private and agriculture enterprise forests account for 50.1%. 

 
There are currently approximately 280,000 hectares of land in Latvia classified as being 

unprofitable for agricultural purposes. However, a total of 580,000 hectares is no longer cultivated. This 
trend of disuse of agricultural land is likely to persist for the foreseeable future, with such areas likely to 
increase.  

 
Forest-covered areas in Latvia are extending due to the natural colonization and overgrowth of 

uncultivated land, with large areas now transformed into poor quality, economically unattractive forests. 
Scientifically grounded afforestation measures are now required to improve these forests ecologically, 
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and to enhance their economic value. Two important elements of this task are: the artificial afforestation 
of land, and the proactive facilitation of natural self-afforestation. 

  
Artificial afforestation of land using tree species that correspond to certain conditions and 

economic criteria (pine, spruce, birch, alder, aspen, oak and ash) is expensive. The proactive facilitation 
of natural self-afforestation is economically and ecologically more advantageous, as well as being 
simpler, from a technological perspective, to carry out.  
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