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Summary

In Poland, the afforestation of lands unsuitable for agriculture is carried out in accordance with the
principles of forest silviculture and the amended guidelines of forest management on post-agricultural
lands. The most important elements of afforestation process are: soil preparation, the selection of the most
suitable species composition, spacing density, and species mixture in plantations. Besides traditional
planting methods, natural regeneration, particularly of small-seeded species and intensive plantations
(Scots pine and birch), is aso used in the afforestation of post-agricultural lands.

This paper discusses the issues directly connected with establishing first generation stands on post-
agricultural lands. These issues were the subject of long-term studies at the Silviculture Department of the
Forest Research Institute in Warsaw. The main topics of the paper are:

the past and current status of afforestation in Poland;

the directions of forest management on post-agricultura land;

the characteristics of the afforestation process (silvicultural practice); and
the future of forest research in thisfield.



