
	Section 35
Development Account





X.
Sustainable Energy for All (SE4All) in Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia.


United Nations Economic Commission for Europe in collaboration with United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific and the Department of Economic and Social Affairs ($564,000)


Background


The three objectives of the Sustainable Energy for All (SE4All) Initiative of the UN Secretary-General are ensuring universal access to modern energy services, doubling the global rate of improvement in energy efficiency and doubling the share of renewable energy in the global energy mix by 2030. Ensuring equitable access to modern energy services for households and public services facilities, including access to adequate electricity supply and clean energy for cooking, health and hygiene is essential to fulfil basic human needs and enable sustainable development. However, access to modern energy services varies widely, and requires adequate investments from primary energy supply to final end users.
Improving energy efficiency is the famous low-hanging fruit that can contribute to energy security, a better environment, quality of life, and economic well-being for all. Energy efficiency is the best way of getting more out of our existing resources, supporting economic growth, and reducing the energy costs for all citizens. Despite the multiple benefits, improving energy efficiency remains elusive. Low energy tariff policies, subsidies, lack of information, and lack of investment capital for end-users are among the barriers to deployment of energy efficiency. The lessons learned from past activities in UNECE countries with economies in transition, have all demonstrated the lack of relevant information and data, limited policy/regulatory infrastructure, and slow implementation on energy topics, including energy efficiency and renewable energy. Where data exist they are largely unreliable and incomplete making it difficult to develop baseline conditions for both policy and measurement of progress.   



The proposed project will assist UNECE countries with economies in transition, in the preparation of national action plans to achieve sustainable development goals related to energy. Reliable data provide the basis for better energy planning and management of resources, and eventually sustainable development. However, data in many UNECE member States with economies in transition are not readily available, accessible or reliable. Filling identified data gaps with the desired key characteristics (comprehensive, transparent, homogeneous and consistent) represents real value added for strategic energy planning in many of these countries. The project will address gaps in existing information, quality of existing energy statistics, and to develop new statistical foundations in support of these goals and objectives. The cooperation with the Statistics Division of DESA is explicitly intended to avoid any duplication and to ensure the project benefits from its expertise and experience.

 



The project further seeks to help member States with economies in transition identify best practices, measures and procedures relevant to prepare a sustainable energy transition, with a particular focus on the cross-cutting nature of energy efficiency, renewable energy and energy access. Member States with economies in transition do not have the necessary policy and regulatory infrastructure to enable progress on these fronts. The project will assist member States in development of their national action plans for energy for sustainable development drawing on best practice guidance from the UNECE, and will help to convert the plans into effective national policy frameworks. This will be achieved through contracted national institutions including academic and relevant energy agencies. 
The five beneficiary countries of this project will represent energy importers, exporters and transit countries from Eastern Europe, the Caucasus, and Central Asia. 
	Objective of the Organization: To strengthen the national capacity of select economies in transition in Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia to develop National Action Plans for Sustainable Energy for All (SE4All)
	Summary budget
(Thousands of United States dollars)
Consultants
146.8
Travel
94.0
Contractual Services
75.0
Seminars, Workshops
243.0
Operating Expenses
5.2
Total
564.0

	Relationship to the biennial programme plan for the period  2016-2017: Economic development in Europe subprogramme 5 (Sustainable Energy); Economic and social development in Asia and the Pacific subprogramme 4 (Environment and Development); Economic and social affairs subprogramme 3 (Sustainable Development)
	

	Expected accomplishments of the Secretariat
	Indicators of achievement

	
	

	(EA1) Improved national capacity for data collection and monitoring of progress on energy related sustainable development goals
	(IA1.1) Five countries collect more comprehensive and higher quality national data on sustainable energy in compliance with international standards, including the United Nations Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics

	(EA2) Strengthened national capacities to develop national action plans for sustainable energy based on the best international practices
	(IA1.2) 80% of national experts from relevant line ministries confirm increased knowledge of relevant best practices on sustainable energy

(IA2.1) Five National Action Plans (one per beneficiary country) for sustainable energy developed




Main activities



The main activities of the project will include: 

(A1.1)
Conduct a baseline review of sustainable energy data in each beneficiary country in order to assess the existing gaps in data collection 


 
(A1.2)
Provide two sub-regional trainings to the national officials and experts responsible for sustainable energy data collection. The trainings will focus on methods for collection, verification, aggregation and reporting of data, as well as statistical indicators relevant for monitoring of sustainable energy development. 


(A2.1)
Identify relevant best practices on sustainable energy for each beneficiary country. The studies will develop increased knowledge and understanding of what the best practices are throughout the UNECE region and an assessment of their applicability to the national circumstances of the beneficiary countries.


(A2.2)
Multi-stakeholder consultations with the participation of national officials/experts, UNECE, ESCAP, UNDESA, SE4ALL secretariat and others to share best practices for the development of national sustainable energy policies in each beneficiary country. .


(A2.3) 
Development of a National Action Plan for each beneficiary country. The Plans will be prepared by national entities, in close cooperation with the national and international consultants as well as UNECE, ESCAP and UN DESA to support country ownership and future endorsement and implementation. 


(A2.4)
Conduct a final validation workshop for the National Action Plans for sustainable energy for each beneficiary country. The national experts from each beneficiary country involved in developing the National Action Plans will undertake a final review and validate the National Action Plans.


(A2.5) 
Organize one regional meeting for UNECE member States to share lessons learned on the development of the methodology of the data collection and support to the related sustainable housing and urban development policies. 
	X:    Sustainable Energy for All (SE4All) in Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia

	Implementing entities: ECE in collaboration with ESCAP and DESA
	Duration: 2016 – 2019

	Objective: To strengthen the national capacity of select economies in transition in Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia to develop National Action Plans for Sustainable Energy for All (SE4All).

	Summary budget
(Thousands of United States dollars)

Consultants
146.8
Travel
94.0
Contractual Services
75.0
Seminars, Workshops
243.0

Operating Expenses
5.2
Total
564.0
	Detailed budget (US dollars)

	
	Consultants

International consultants 

· 6 International consultants in support of activities A1.1, A1.2, A2.1, A2.2, A2.3 and A2.4 (6 consultants x 1 month x $8,000 per month) + ($20,000 for consultant(s) travel) = $68,000.

National / Regional consultants

· 5 National consultants in support of activities A1.1, A1.2, A2.1, A2.2, A2.3 and A2.4: 5 consultants x 3 months x $4,500 per month = $67,500.
Evaluation Consultant

· Evaluation consultant (2% of budget) $11,300.
	146 800

	
	Travel of staff 
· Travel of UNECE staff for the purpose of identifying relevant best practices on sustainable energy (5 missions comprising 1 mission to each country), supporting multi-stakeholder consultations (5 missions - 1 mission to each country) and conducting two trainings and one workshop in support of activities A2.1, A2.2, A2.3, and A2.4 ($4,000 average mission cost) x (13 missions) = $52,000. 

· Staff from UNESCAP, UN DESA and/or SE4ALL secretariat: 6 missions by other UN staff to support the five multi-stakeholder consultations in A2.2 and the final validation workshop in support of activities A2.4 ($3,500 average mission cost) x (6 missions x 2 persons) = $42,000.
	94 000

	
	Contractual Services
· In support of activities A2.3 and A2.5: 5 contracts will be awarded to national entities to be identified at the advice of the governments of the project beneficiary countries to develop National Action Plans $15,000 x 5 contracts = $75,000
	75 000

	
	Seminars, Workshops and Study Tours

· Two trainings in support of A1.2 (average $2,700 per participant) x (25 participants (national officials and experts responsible for sustainable energy data collection)) x (2 trainings) = $135,000. 1 final validation workshop for all five beneficiary countries to finalize and present their National Action Plans in support of A2.4 (average $2,700 per participant) x (40 participants/national experts) x (1 workshop) = $108,000.
	243 000

	
	Operating expenses 
· Operating expenses: publishing training materials e.g. on USB keys = $5,200.
	5 200
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