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Evidence-based policies for sustainable housing and urban development in the UNECE region


United Nations Economic Commission for Europe in collaboration with United Nations Human Settlements Programme ($499,000)


Background


The UNECE Committee for Housing and Land Management (the Committee) provides a neutral platform for governments and stakeholders in the region for dialogue and exchange of experiences and best practices with a view to promoting “the sustainable development of human settlements in the UNECE region while fostering economic and social prosperity and supporting democratic governance”. 



Development of evidence-based national policies on housing and urban development as public policy informed by rigorously established objective evidence is part of the Committee’s programme of work. UNECE Country Profiles on Housing and Land Management are country based comprehensive studies which provide evidence on national policies on housing and urban development.  These studies have been developed by the UNECE for 18 countries with transition economies so far. These studies form the basis for the development and adoption of evidence based policies by the UNECE Committee.  



The process of promoting the evidence based policies has demonstrated that countries with transition economies need assistance in developing their capacities for evidence based policies, including collection and analysis of data.  Development of these capacities is especially important in order to promote effective implementation of the post-2015 development agenda, which stresses the importance of strong monitoring and accountability systems, to ensure the long-term sustainability of the implementation of policies.



The project will strengthen national capacities for the development of evidence-based policies for sustainable housing and urban development in four selected countries. It will build upon their country profiles on housing and land management with policy recommendations, the studies which have been developed in cooperation with the governments of these countries.  



The project will build on the current efforts of the Committee to establish evidence based policies on the basis of the country profiles and monitoring of the implementation of the Strategy and the Charter. It will support the four countries in raising their capacity for evidence based policies. The project will also develop a report with concrete recommendations on how the Committee could further support its member States developing their national evidence based policies on housing and urban development.  
	Objective of the Organization: To strengthen national capacity to develop evidence-based policies to achieve inclusive and sustainable housing and urban development in four selected countries with transition economies in the UNECE region
	Summary budget
(Thousands of United States dollars)

General temporary 

assistance
20.0
Consultants
136.0
Travel
86.0
Contractual Services
50.0
Seminars, Workshops
170.0
Operating Expenses
37.0
Total
499.0

	Relationship to the biennial programme plan for the period  2016-2017: Economic development in Europe subprogramme 8 (Housing, Land Management and Population); Human settlements subprogramme 5 (Housing and slum upgrading)
	

	Expected accomplishments of the Secretariat
	Indicators of achievement

	
	

	(EA1) Strengthened national capacity of beneficiary countries to collect data on housing, urban development and land administration 
	(IA1.1) Quality national data on housing, urban development and land administration collected in 3 out of the 4 countries.

	(EA2) Strengthened national technical capacity of relevant government agencies in beneficiary countries in the UNECE region to develop evidence-based policies on housing, urban development and land administration


	(IA1.2) 65% of trained beneficiaries confirm an increased capacity to collect data on housing, urban development and land administration.  
(IA2.1) Two specific evidence based policies (laws, regulations) on housing, urban development and land administration developed in each selected country.




Main activities



The main activities of the project will include: 



(A1.1)
Conduct four advisory missions to discuss with the countries approaches and technical tools for the collection of data on housing, urban development and land administration relevant to sustainable development and human settlements in the four beneficiary countries.

 
(A1.2)
Develop country specific guidelines for the countries for data collection on housing, urban development and land administration relevant to the post-2015 Agenda on cities and human settlements. 


(A1.3) 
Organize four (one per a beneficiary country) national validation workshops to discuss the guidelines for the data collection on housing, urban development and land administration and agree on the recommendations for the development of accountability mechanisms for sustainable urban development.


(A1.4)
Follow-up advisory missions to the four countries to meet with the government officials and technical experts involved in the data collection to provide policy advice on the actual data collection.


(A2.1)
Prepare training materials in English and Russian on the development of evidence based sustainable urban development policies.


(A2.2)
Organize four (one per a beneficiary country) national training workshops to support the development of evidence-based sustainable housing and urban development policies. 


(A2.3) 
At least two on-line trainings using training materials developed in (A.2.1.) will be organised by UNECE and UN-Habitat to provide support to the four countries.


(A2.4)
Prepare the project report containing regional guidelines for the development of evidence-based policies.


(A2.5)
Organize one regional meeting for UNECE member States to share lessons learned on the development of the methodology of the data collection and support to the related sustainable housing and urban development policies. The project report and the regional guidelines will be presented and discussed at this regional meeting with all interested ECE member-States.
	W:    Evidence-based policies for sustainable housing and urban development in the UNECE region

	Implementing entities: ECE in collaboration with UN-Habitat
	Duration: 2016 – 2019

	Objective: To strengthen national capacity to develop evidence-based policies to achieve inclusive and sustainable housing and urban development in four selected countries with transition economies in the UNECE region

	Summary budget
(Thousands of United States dollars)

General temporary 

assistance
20.0
Consultants
136.0
Travel
86.0
Contractual Services
50.0
Seminars, Workshops
170.0

Operating Expenses
37.0
Total
499.0
	Detailed budget (US dollars)

	
	General Temporary Assistance 
· Temporary assistance in the implementation of the project in support of activities A.2.1. – A.2.3. (5 work months x $4,000 per month) = $20,000

	20 000

	
	Consultants

International consultants 

· A.1.1. One international consultant to prepare four advisory missions, 2 months x $5,000 =$10,000
· A1.2. One international consultant to elaborate guidelines, 4 months x $5,000=$20,000
· A.1.3. One international consultant to organize four validation workshops, 

2 months x 5,000=10,000
· A.2.1. One international consultant to develop training materials 1 months x $5,000=$5,000
· A.2.2. One international consultant to organize four national training workshops, 

           3 months x $5,000=$15,000

· A.2.3. - A.2.5. Two international consultants to prepare online trainings, project report and regional conference 2 months x $5,000=$10,000
International Evaluation Consultant

· One international consultant to evaluate the project, $10,000 
National / Regional consultants
· A.1.3. Four national consultants to support advisory missions, preparation of guidelines and organize validation workshops, 4 x $2,500=$10,000 (A.1.1-A1.3.)
· A.2.2. Four national consultants to organize national training workshops, 4 x $2,500=$10,000
Consultants travel ($36,000)
· A.1.3. Two consultant travel to four national validation workshops, 2 x $2000 x 4 workshops=$16,000

·  A.2.2. Two consultant travel to four national training workshops, 2 x $2000 x 4 workshops=$16,000

·  A.2.5. Two consultant travel to the regional meeting, 2 people x $2,000 travels=$4,000
	136 000

	
	Travel of staff 
· A.1.1. One UNECE and one UN-Habitat Nairobi staff travel to advisory missions, 2 people x $2,500 x 4 travels=$20,000

·  A.1.3. One UNECE and one UN-Habitat Nairobi staff travel to validation workshops, 2 people x $2,500 x 4 travels=$20,000

·  A.1.4. One UNECE and one UN-Habitat staff travel to advisory missions, 2 people x $2,500 x 4 travels=$20,000

·  A.2.2. One UNECE and one UN-Habitat staff travel to training workshops, 2 people x $2,500 x 4 national training workshops= $20,000 

·  A.2.5. UN Habitat staff travel to the regional meeting in Geneva, 2 people x $3,000=$6,000.
	86 000

	
	Contractual Services
·  A.1.2. Editing and translation Russian-English of the guidelines, 15,000 
· A.2.1. Editing, translation Russian-English training materials; preparation of promotional materials for training, $20,000.
· A.2.4. Editing, translation Russian-English of the project report, $15,000.

	50 000

	
	Seminars, Workshops and Study Tours

·  A.1.3. Four national validation workshops for 60 participants, 4 x $15,000=$60,000

·  A.2.2. Four national training workshops for 40 participants each x $15,000=$60,000

·  A.2.5. One regional concluding workshop in Geneva for the ECE region. Participation from beneficiary countries will be covered by the project. Other participants will be self-financed, $50,000.
	170 000

	
	Operating expenses 

· A.1.2. Operating expenses: printing guidelines $13,000.

· A.2.4. Operating expenses: publishing project report, $24,000. 


	37 000
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