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Investing in green infrastructure has huge potential

to improve liveability, create jobs and curb GHGs.

Public investments, supporting policies and a public-

private dialogue are key to leveraging the private

glo pi’r% | needed to green infrastructure. How can it be
one?¢

The first UNECE Public-Private Roundtable on Green Economy: Investing in green infrastructure will bring

together business leaders and city representatives to present and discuss case studies, with the aim of

forging a concrete and actionable outcome for greening infrastructure, to be presented to Ministers at the

ERU ti;&;lkeholder Seventh Ministerial Conference of the Environment for Europe process, and at UNCSD
io+20).
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1. ENERGY

Tackling the energy demand of existing building stock is
a priority for cities. New and innovative approaches in
constructing buildings with green roofs, energy efficient
materials, and using appliances that consume a
minimum of energy, 'smart meters' for strategic usage
of energy at low-demand times have all been
successfully encouraged.

Retrofitting buildings with innovative environmental
design makes it possible for buildings to consume up to
50 per cent less energy. Stringent building codes,
mandatory energy certificates, tax incentives and loans,
have all had an important impact on energy demand in
a number of green cities across the pan-European
region.

Eco-cities optimize the efficiency of energy use by
adopting green energy systems such as district heating
or combined heat and energy plants. Energy
performance is affected by the technology of energy
generation (renewable vs. fossil fuels) but also by
reducing the distance between the energy source and
user interface for cooling or heating systems.

A grid-based, decentralized energy system, with district
heating systems that provide space and water heating
for large urban complexes or residential neighborhoods
have proved successful in reducing overall energy
demand.
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2. WASTE AND WASTEWATER

Through recycling and energy recovery, ecocities reuse municipal waste, minimizing what is sent to the

landfill.

Electronic waste has been very profitably recycled by recovering the precious metals contained within.
Eco-cities are characterized by a sustainable water supply, including water treatment and recycling for
reuse. In brown cities, water leakage is a major source of waste. Upgrading and replacing the water
pipes has contributed to large savings of potable water. New methods for conserving water, recycling
waste water, preventing saltwater intrusion, managing storm water, treating anaerobic sewage can all be
part of the solution. Rain can be collected as 'grey water' and used for non-drinking domestic and

industrial uses with virtually no treatment.

FOR THE GREEN ECONOMY

3. MOBILITY

More than any other area, transport affects the
environmental performance of cities. Innovative
transport actions and policies have been pursued
successfully by eco-cities to achieve their climate
change targets and sustainable mobility plans.
Reducing the use of vehicles is essential for an
eco-city, for example through public transport,
emissions standards, car sharing schemes and
car clubs. In order to discourage car use,
inhabitants can be encouraged to walk or ride a
bicycle. Suitable infrastructure in the form of well-
lit footpaths and safe, dedicated cycle paths is
essential.

FUTURE ROUNDTABLES IN 2011:
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Bl Key Findings for Policymakers and Way
Forward
Astana, Kazakhstan
22 September 2011



	1: Private Rountables on Green Econ
	Page 2

