
Table 3. Punishing trafficking in peoples and sexual exploitation. 
 

EU member 
States 

Specific trafficking law Penalty for trafficking 

Austria   Recruiting or bringing a person into prostitution in another country 6 months to 10 years  
Belgium Guilty of trafficking in women  1-15 years  
Denmark  Abetting immorality  < 4 years  
Finland  No specific law  
France  No specific law - trafficking is included in the prostitution law 20 years  
Germany  Trafficking in women for sexual purposes  6 months to 10 years  
Greece Trafficking in female minors  1-5 years  
Italy    

Ireland  Trafficking in children.  Using Ireland as a transit point for 
trafficking  

Luxembourg  Trafficking is punishable under the law   

Netherlands  Trafficking in human beings for prostitution, related to all forms of 
violence 

Fine or 6-8 years 
  

Portugal  Trafficking equivalent to slavery-like practices  2-8 years  

Spain Abusing a position of power or forcing someone into prostitution 2-8 years 

Sweden  Trafficking in human beings  1-2 years  
United 
Kingdom 

No specific law, related to law on illegal entry (under 
consideration)  

Source: EUROPAP regional reports (http://www.med.ic.ac.uk/divisions/60/europapnew/regional/index.htm 
 


