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! Mikhail Tal-was a Soviet-Latvian chess Grandmaster and the eighth World Chess Champion (from 1960 to 1961)
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Getting Old in Georgia

Inna Kordzakhia, Thilisi

It is April in Thilisi now. A little while ago it was winter - cold and frosty. A new life starts in
spring, nature wakes up, trees are in full bud and flower snowflakes fall from the trees.

Thilisi is beautiful at that period of time...

| am happy that this is my city and my country - Georgia. My childhood, youth and now old age
is associated with this city. | had a good childhood, was actively involved in many activity
groups: basketball, German language, chess. | played with the world champion Mikhail Tal in
Thilisi at the Thilisi Championship!. | recited poems in German, sang, read children’s
literature....\Where has this energy gone? | used to sing in the choir of the institute. | graduated
from the Institute of Foreign Languages. | used to live in another district. Now | live in one of the
nicest suburbs of Thilisi - Varketili. It is located on a hill with beautiful scenery - Mtatsminda is
seen in the distance that is a haven of prominent ancestors. ‘What a treasury we have, lively
and rich...” These words have been on my mind and | am proud that this treasury is mine.

I do not know why, but since my childhood | have had many grey days and | am tired - but some
bright things have happened: one of them being the Red Cross and its head, Thea Khorava,

who has warmed many hearts and brought fun to our lives from the very first day. We have
travelled throughout almost all of Georgia. God is high and will reward her for her kindness. We
have often had foreign guests and you can’t imagine how happy | am if some of them play
chess or speak German; in this case, Thea always tries to promote me with them and | try my
best. She likes how | recite poems... | call her the Queen of Beauties (from one of the poems),
we feel her warmth and love and we also give her our love in return. After all these years | think
that my life started when | came to this centre. Thanks God, that kind people do exist!
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