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CALENDAR OF MEETINGS

March 2009
	Dates
	Title
	Comments

	2-3
	Ad Hoc Group of Experts on Energy Efficiency Investments for Climate Change Mitigation 

Focal point: Oleg Dzioubinski

Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2360

E-mail: oleg.dzioubinski [at] unece.org
	Room XII.
The 13th meeting of the Ad Hoc Group of Experts on Energy Efficiency Investments for Climate Change Mitigation will include a workshop on functioning and requirements of the Investment Fund and review developments in the Financing Energy Efficiency Investments for Climate Change Mitigation Project focusing on the report on the assessment missions to participating countries, work plans of the three Project contractors, implementation of grants by the National Participating Institutions, and draft work plan for the second year of Project operations (2009).

Website: http://www.unece.org/energy/se/docs/eneffadhoc13.html


	3
Bishkek
	Meeting of the UN Development Account project "Water Quality in Central Asia" 
Focal point: Bo Libert

Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2396

E-mail: bo.libert [at] unece.org

	The Meeting is organized in cooperation with the Regional Environmental Centre for Central Asia. 
Website: http://www.unece.org/operact/opera/regional-environment.html


	5-6
Utrecht, Netherlands
	Workshop on non-binding aspirational targets for air pollution for the year 2050 (Task Force on Integrated Assessment Modelling)

Focal point: Matti Johansson
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2358
E-mail: air.env@unece.org

	The workshop will explore rationales for setting long-term targets for air pollution in the context of the revision of the 1999 Gothenburg Protocol. These targets will be inspired by large emission reductions involved in long-term climate change policy and be linked to envisaged quantitative targets for 2020. This Task Force operates under the EMEP Steering Body of the UNECE Convention on Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution (LRTAP).

Website: www.unece.org/env/lrtap/TaskForce/tfiam/2009workshop.htm 


	5-6

Budapest
	UNECE/FAO Team of Specialists on Forest Policy in Eastern Europe and Central Asia

Focal point: Hubert Inhaizer
Phone: +36 1 461 2024

E-mail: hubert.inhaizer at fao.org


	The Team of Specialists will hold its inaugural meeting to discuss future activities and review developments in forest policy in the region.


	9-13
	Working Party on Strategies and Review
Focal point:  Tea Aulavuo 

Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 1723

E-mail:  tea.aulavuo [at] unece.org

	The Working Group is expected to focus on agreeing options for revising the Protocol on POPs. It will also discuss options for promoting the ratification and implementation of the protocols to the LRTAP Convention by EECCA and SEE countries as well as consider the procedure to review the proposal to add mercury containing products to the Protocol on Heavy Metals. In relation to the revision of the Protocol on acidification, eutrophication and ground-level ozone, the Working Group will start discussion on non-binding aspirational targets for emission reductions for the year 2050.
Website: http://www.unece.org/env/lrtap/WorkingGroups/wgs/documents.htm

	9-13
	World Forum for Harmonization of Vehicle Regulations (WP.29)


	9
	Administrative Committee for the Coordination of Work (WP.29/AC.2)
Focal point: Juan Ramos Garcia
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 1998
E-mail: juan.ramos.garcia [at] unece.org

	The 99th meeting of WP.29/AC.2 is scheduled to consider the programme of work of the World Forum for Harmonization of Vehicle Regulations (WP.29) and its six subsidiary bodies and give its advice concerning work to be undertaken.
Website: http://www.unece.org/trans/main/welcwp29.htm


	10-13
	World Forum for Harmonization of Vehicle Regulations (WP.29) 
Focal point: Juan Ramos Garcia
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 1998
E-mail: juan.ramos.garcia [at] unece.org

	Under the 1958 Agreement, the agenda of the 147th session lists 44 technical amendments to existing UN Regulations updating them to the technical progress.  The global harmonization should continue to be considered in the framework of the 1998 Agreement:  the status of the work on 10 priorities should also be considered.  Besides, WP.29 will receive reports of its six subsidiary bodies, on pollution and energy, noise, brakes and running gear, lighting, passive safety and general safety.
The WP.29 and subsidiary bodies' programme of work will also be considered.  The World Forum will continue consideration about the feasibility of establishing an electronic data base for vehicles type approval exchange of information. The World Forum will be informed about the Tokyo Ministerial Conference (G20) on Environment and Energy in Transport and consider the issue of global warming and transport and on its conclusions related to WP.29.  Documents could be consulted in the World Forum website.
Website: http://www.unece.org/trans/main/welcwp29.htm


	10-12
Berlin
	Implementation Committee (Espoo Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment)

Focal point: Wiek Schrage

Phone: +41 (0) 22  917 2448 

E-mail: eia.conv@unece.org

	The Implementation Committee’s objective is to review compliance by the Parties with their obligations under the Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context, with a view to assisting them fully to meet their commitments. In this session, the Committee will consider progress vis-à-vis an independent review of Ukraine’s legal, administrative and other measures to implement the provisions of the Convention, and is expected to review a report by the Government of Ukraine on steps taken to apply the relevant provisions of the Convention to the "Bystroe Canal Project".
The Committee will consider replies received from a number of Parties regarding specific compliance issues, in response to enquiries sent on behalf of the Committee.
The Committee will also examine any submissions by Parties since the previous session of the Committee. Finally, the Committee may examine any other compliance matter of which it may become aware. 

Website: http://www.unece.org/env/eia/implementation/implementation_committee.htm


	11-13
Lisbon
	METIS Workshop on the Statistical Business Process and Case Studies 
Focal point: Steven Vale
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 1218
E-mail: steven.vale [at] unece.org


	The main purpose of this METIS workshop is to achieve a consensus on the Generic Statistical Business Process that forms the core of Part C of the Common Metadata Framework (CMF). Its purpose is to assist the metadata developer in a national statistical office to design and develop a statistical information system relevant to the business requirements of the office. The current status of Part C and the Generic Statistical Business Process Model can be consulted on the CMF website at http://www.unece.org/stats/cmf/
Another goal is to review existing case studies and solicit new ones on metadata systems of national statistical offices. These case studies form the main content of Part D of the CMF. The presently available studies can be consulted on the above-mentioned CMF website. 

	12-13
Brussels
	Conference on Climate Change Adaptation and Water
Focal point: Sonja Koeppel
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 1218
E-mail: sonja.koeppel [at] unece.org

	The Conference is jointly organized by the European Water Partnership (EWP), the Dutch Ministry of Transport, Public Works and Water Management, UNECE, and the Cooperative Programme on Water and Climate.  

The Conference, which is part of the preparatory process for the fifth World Water Forum, will demonstrate and promote best practices regarding adaptation to climate change in the water sector in the UNECE region, ensuring Europe can make best use of numerous efforts already undertaken and discussing possibilities for a stronger cooperation between the various initiatives. 

Website: http://www.ewp.eu

	12-13
Ankara
	Sub-regional capacity-building seminar on Intellectual Property Rights and Technology Transfer

Focal point: Ralph Heinrich
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 1269
E-mail: ralph.heinrich [at] unece.org

	The seminar is jointly organized by the UNECE Team of Specialists on Intellectual Property (ToS-IP), the Turkish Patent Institute and the World Intellectual Property Organization. It will be attended by high-level representatives of intellectual property offices, line ministries and academic institutions from Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkey and Uzbekistan. Private sector representatives from Turkey will also attend. 
The goal of the seminar is to discuss good practices on the management of patents and other intellectual property rights in the process of commercializing the results of public research. 


	16-19
Cairo
	Meeting of the Specialized Section on Standardization of Seed Potatoes 
Focal point: Serguei Malanitchev
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 4146 
E-mail: agristandards@unece.org

	This year the Specialized Section will hold its meeting in Cairo back-to-back with the International Workshop on Seed Potatoes for Countries of Africa and the Middle East. The Specialized Section will promote the use of the UNECE Standard for Seed Potatoes as an international reference and will encourage its practical application in countries of Africa and the Middle East.
Website: http://www.unece.org/trade/agr/meetings/ge.06/2009-in-session.htm


	17-18
	TIR Executive Board – 39th session

Focal point: Artur Bouten 

Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2433

E-mail: artur.bouten [at] unece.org
	The TIR Executive Board (TIRExB), a subsidiary body of the TIR Administrative Committee, is composed of 9 members, each from different Contracting Parties to the TIR Convention. The TIRExB supervises and provides support in the application of the TIR procedure at the national and international levels. At its 39th session, the Board will consider some topical issues related to the sustainability of the TIR procedure, in particular, combatting Customs fraud within the TIR system and a harmonized application of Annex 9, part II of the Convention (controlled access to the TIR procedure) at the national level.
Website: http://www.unece.org/trans/bcf/tir/

	19-20
	Working Party on Intermodal Transport and Logistics 

Focal point: Martin Magold 

Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2453

E-mail: wp.24@unece.org

	The Working Party will have a policy dialogue, review best practices and consider latest developments in intermodal transport and logistics in a pan-European context.  It will discuss the resolution of interoperability and administrative problems at border crossings to facilitate in particular East-West and Euro-Asian container land transport. Specific issues to be considered at the session include:

- Role of Governments and UNECE to provide a suitable transport policy framework conducive to modern transport chains and logistics;

- Reconciliation and harmonization of civil liability regimes in intermodal transport;

- Review and adoption of amendment proposals to the AGTC Agreement on important intermodal transport lines and to the AGTC Protocol on inland waterways.

Website: http://www.unece.org/trans/wp24/welcome.html


	23-24
Istanbul
	Fourth Meeting of the SPECA Project Working Group on Statistics

Focal point: Petteri Baer 

Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 3311

E-mail: petteri.baer [at] unece.org


	The Meeting is jointly organized by UNECE and UNESCAP.  It will focus on evaluating the results of the UN Development Account financed StatCapCA Project and discuss future projects in support of statistical capacity building in Central Asia and Azerbaijan.

Website: http://www.unece.org/stats/documents/2009.03.speca.htm


	23-25
	Working Party on Road Traffic Safety (WP.1), 57th session
Focal point: Virginia Tanase
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 3259
E-mail: virginia.tanase [at] unece.org
Miroslav Jovanovic

Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2493 

E-mail: miroslav.jovanovic [at] unece.org 


	The Working Party is expected to approve the revised text of the Consolidated Resolutions on Road Traffic (R.E.1). In addition, the Working Party is also expected to consider its future role in line with the fast changing situation in road safety; to discuss ways of ensuring consistency between the Convention on Road Traffic (1968) and the vehicle technical regulations; as well as to have a first exchange of views on proposals of amendment to the Convention on Road Signs and Signals (1968).
Website: http://www.unece.org/trans/roadsafe/wp1age.html

	23-26
	Joint Meeting of the RID Committee of Experts and the ECE Working Party on the Transport of Dangerous Goods 

Focal point: Olivier Kervella 

Phone: +41 (0)22 917 2456

E-mail: olivier.kervella [at] unece.org 
	Meeting organized jointly by UNECE and the Intergovernmental Organization for International Carriage by Rail (OTIF) for the purpose of maintaining full harmonization between regulations applicable to the carriage of dangerous goods by rail (RID), by road (ADR) and by inland waterway (ADN) in the UNECE region.  

The Joint Meeting will discuss questions related to ISO and EN standards which may be referred to in the regulations (with lunchtime working group sessions) and several documents concerning miscellaneous proposals of amendments to RID/ADR/ADN.

It will also discuss the reports of four informal working groups (Period of validity of type approvals and transitional measures for standards; Periodicity of testing of cylinders; Telematics; Reduction of the risk of boiling liquid expanding vapour explosion).

The Joint Meeting will also consider questions related to the harmonization with the UN Model Regulations on the Transport of Dangerous Goods and to the improvement of the harmonization of transport of dangerous goods regulations at worldwide level.
Website: http://www.unece.org/trans/main/dgdb/ac1/ac1age.html


	24-25
Zagreb
	Gas Centre Task Force on the Implementation of the EU gas Directives

Focal point:  Tans van Kleef
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2443
E-mail: tans.van-kleef [at] unece.org

	Website: http://www.gascentre.unece.org/Agenda.html


	25-27
	Ad Hoc Group of Experts on Harmonization of Fossil Energy and Mineral Resources Terminology 
Focal point: Charlotte Griffiths
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 1988
E-mail: reserves.energy@unece.org

	The Sixth Annual Meeting of the Group of Experts will continue the discussions held during its previous sessions with the aim to make significant progress towards harmonization of the United Nations Framework Classification for Fossil Energy and Mineral Resources (UNFC) with other classification systems, including those of the Combined Reserves International Reporting Standards Committee, the Society of Petroleum Engineers/World Petroleum Council/American Association of Petroleum Geologists/ Society of Petroleum Evaluation Engineers, as well as selected national systems. 

The meeting will discuss a recommendation from the Bureau with respect to revising the UNFC following the feedback received during the 60-day public comment period, as well as the formulation of complementary texts to the Revised UNFC-2008 as developed by a special Task Force on Revision of the UNFC. 

Website: http://www.unece.org/energy/se/reserves.html

	30
	Workshop on Estimating Potential Wood Supply 
Focal point: Kit Prins
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2874
E-mail: info.timber@unece.org

	The workshop focuses on potential wood supply in the ECE region. It aims to bring together national correspondents and resource specialists from member States in order to discuss the methodologies, definitions and results of wood potential studies in general and the UNECE/FAO draft study on “Potential Sustainable Wood Supply in Europe”. In particular national contacts are invited to comment on the figures concerning their specific country. 

The event is also a platform to exchange and share national experiences between countries that have already conducted such studies and others that can learn about the difficulties and challenges encountered. The workshop should contribute to building a comprehensive and reliable picture of potential wood supply as input to energy and forest policies making.

Website: http://timber.unece.org/index.php?id=128


	30-1 April
	ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE, SIXTY-THIRD SESSION 
Focal point: Susan Bartolo 
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 1469
E-mail: info.ece@unece.org

	Room XIX.

The High-level Segment of the Commission on 30-31 March will discuss two main issues:  “Economic development in the ECE region” and “Climate change mitigation and adaptation – the work of the ECE:  translating global objectives and commitments into regional results”.
The General Segment on 1 April will take up inter alia the review of the reform of ECE.

Website: http://www.unece.org/commission/2009/63rd_index.htm


	30 (pm)-3 April
	Working Party on Lighting and Light-Signalling 
Focal point: Edoardo Gianotti

Phone: +41 (0)22 917 2422

E-mail: edoardo.gianotti [at] unece.org


	As a subsidiary body of the World Forum for Harmonization of Vehicle Regulations (WP.29), GRE will resume, during its 61st session, the consideration of a range of items proposed to improve regulatory provisions concerning the lighting and light-signalling devices of wheeled vehicle, particularly regarding the provisions for new categories of filament light sources, clarification on installation requirements, update of provisions of miscellaneous Regulations on lighting and light-signalling devices, as well as the possibilities to develop global technical regulations such as harmonized passing beam pattern for headlamps, front fog lamps, Adaptive Front-Lighting Systems (AFS), conspicuity of light-signalling devices. 
The visibility of adaptive front-lighting systems for motorcycle and a new regulation covering common technical provisions already included in the existing Regulations, will also be considered.

Website: select GRE in http://www.unece.org/trans/main/welcwp29.htm



	31-1 April
	Joint ECE/FAO Working Party on Forest Economics and Statistics 
Focal point: Alex McCusker
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2880
E-mail: info.timber@unece.org

	The Working Party will meet to review the results of the Joint Wood Energy Enquiry 2008 and to provide guidance on activities in forest products markets, forest resource assessment and forest sector outlook studies.  The forest resource assessment will include updates on the state of FRA2010 and forest types.  The outlook studies item will discuss preparations for a new outlook study for the ECE region.
Website: http://timber.unece.org/index.php?id=125

	31-3 April
	23rd Meeting of the Compliance Committee (Aarhus Convention) 
Focal point: Jeremy Wates 

Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2384

E-mail: public.participation@unece.org

	The Committee is expected, among other things, to discuss the subject matter of communication ACCC/C/2007/24 (Spain) and ACCC/C/2008/26 (Austria). It is also expected to finalize the draft findings and, if appropriate, recommendations with regard to communication ACCC/C/2007/21 (EC) to continue its deliberations on the subject matter of communication ACCC/C/2007/22 (France), to review any new information with regard to communications ACCC/C/2008/23 to ACCC/C/2008/33 and to consider admissibility of any new communications received. The Committee will also focus on the follow-up to the relevant decisions on compliance and reporting adopted at the 3rd meeting of the Parties, in particular it will consider any information provided by the Governments of Turkmenistan and Ukraine pursuant to decisions III/6e and III/6f of the Meeting of the Parties. 

Website: http://www.unece.org/env/pp/compliance.htm#Meetings
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