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CALENDAR OF MEETINGS

December 2009
	Dates
	Title
	Comments

	30 Nov.-1
	Bureau of the Inland Transport Committee

Focal point: Michalis Adamantiadis 

Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 1128

E-mail: michalis.adamantiadis [at] unece.org
	Room V.

The Bureau of the Inland Transport Committee (ITC) will hold its last meeting in 2009 under the chairmanship of Mr. Ralph Kellermann (Germany).  The main responsibility of the ITC Bureau is related with the organization of the ITC annual sessions.   

Website: http://www.unece.org/trans/main/itc/itc.html


	30 Nov. -9(am)
	Sub-Committee of Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods 

Focal point: Olivier Kervella 

Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2456

E-mail: olivier.kervella [at] unece.org
	Room XII.

The Sub-Committee is a subsidiary body of the Economic and Social Council serviced by the UNECE secretariat. At its 36th session, it will consider various proposals concerning the listing, classification and packing of dangerous goods; electric storage systems; global harmonization of transport of dangerous goods regulations with the UN Model Regulations; as well as miscellaneous proposals of amendments to the Model Regulations. It will also discuss issues relating to the Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals. A working group on corrosivity criteria will meet on 8 December.

Website: http://www.unece.org/trans/main/dgdb/dgsubc/c3age.html#71


	1

Podgorica


	Drin Core Group meeting

Focal point: Bo Libert

Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2396

E-mail: bo.libert [at] unece.org
	Co-organized by UNECE and the Global Water Partnership – Mediterranean.

Establishment of the Drin Core Group with the objective to develop a vision and programme for transboundary water management in the Drin basin. 

Website: http://www.watersee.net/


	1-2
	Fourth Regional Implementation Meeting on Sustainable Development (RIM-4)
Focal point: Monika Linn
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 1315
E-mail:  sd@unece.org

	Room XVII.

RIM-4 will prepare the contribution from the UNECE region to the 18th Session of the Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD-18) which will be held from 3-14 May 2010 in New York. RIM-4 will consider the following issues: transport, chemicals, waste management, mining, and the 10 Year Framework of Programmes on Sustainable Consumption and Production Patterns. The meeting will address linkages between these thematic issues and a number of cross-cutting issues. It will also review progress in implementing the CSD-17 outcomes. 

Website: http://www.unece.org/env/SustainableDevelopment/4Session/RIM_4.Dec2009.htm


	2
	Round table on supply chain challenges for national competitiveness through transport
Focal point: Miodrag Pesut 

Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 4136

E-mail:  miodrag.pesut [at] unece.org


	Room IV.



	2-4
Bilbao,
Spain
	Joint UNECE/Eurostat Work Session on Statistical Data Confidentiality

Focal point: Steven Vale

Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 3285

E-mail: steven.vale [at] unece.org
	The main objectives of the meeting are to facilitate the exchange of experience and identify the best practices in dealing with technical issues related to statistical data confidentiality in national statistical offices.  The meeting is primarily intended for experts from national and international statistical offices as well as invited academics dealing with statistical disclosure limitation.

Website: http://www.unece.org/stats/documents/2009.12.confidentiality.htm


	3-4
	Team of Specialists on Public-Private Partnerships

Focal point: Ljiljana Stancic 

Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 1879

E-mail:  ljiljana.stancic [at] unece.org
	Room VII.

At its second session, the Team of Specialists will review the implementation of the Programme of Work and discuss its future activities. The main objectives are to take stock of experiences and best practices in PPPs amongst the UNECE member States and various stakeholders, in particular with respect to the current economic climate, to review progress in preparation of the Toolkit on how to do PPPs, to discuss prospects for the establishment of a PPP centre as a clearinghouse for training, advisory and information exchange needs and to assess specific countries’ needs with respect to targeted capacity-building and advisory services.
Website:  http://www.unece.org/ceci/documents/2009/ppp/session2tosppp09.html


	8-10
Tbilisi
	Workshop on Transboundary Water Resources Management in the Caucasus 

Focal point: Annukka Lipponen

Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2666

E-mail: annukka.lipponen [at] unece.org


	The Workshop is organized jointly by UNECE and the Ministry of Environment Protection and Natural Resources of Georgia within the framework of the UNECE Water Convention. It is part of the preparations of the second assessment of transboundary rivers, lakes and groundwaters, currently being developed under the Convention for the seventh Ministerial Conference “Environment for Europe” (Astana, 2011).

At the Workshop, participants will work together to develop an accurate picture of all transboundary waters in the Caucasus - both surface and groundwaters - with the aim to monitor and bring positive changes to their management and lay the ground for strategic directions for future work under the Convention and in other political fora.

The Workshop will promote discussion on key issues facing transboundary waters and cooperation in the region, such as climate change, impact of mining, and institutional and legal basis to support good water governance and cooperation. 

Website: http://www.unece.org/env/water/welcome.html


	8 (pm)-11
	Working Party on Passive Safety 
Focal point: 
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2422
E-mail: edoardo.gianotti [at] unece.org

	Room V.

As a subsidiary body of the World Forum for Harmonization of Vehicle Regulations (WP.29), the Working Party on Passive Safety (GRSP) will resume, during its 46th session, the consideration of the worldwide harmonization concerning pedestrian safety, head restraints, door locks, side impact dummy, vehicle crash compatibility as well as hydrogen and fuel cell vehicles.  

GRSP will also consider a range of amendments to current UNECE Regulations related to vehicle passive safety requirements, in particular: door latches and hinges, safety-belts and its anchorages, cabs of commercial vehicles, protective helmets, child restraint systems, strength of seats, frontal collision of passenger cars, restraining of children travelling on buses and coaches, frontal collision of buses and coaches as well as construction and functional safety of battery electric vehicles.

Website: http://www.unece.org/trans/main/welcwp29.htm


	9 (pm)-11
	Sub-Committee of Experts on the Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals 
Focal point: Rosa Garcia Couto
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2435
E-mail:  rosa.garcia.couto [at] unece.org

	Room XII.

The Sub-Committee is a subsidiary body of the Economic and Social Council serviced by the UNECE secretariat. At its 18th session, it will examine various proposals of amendments to the GHS. 

The Sub-Committee will be informed about the outcome of the work of the Sub-Committee of Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods (TDG Sub-Committee) on any matters of concern to the GHS Sub-Committee, including the work on corrosivity criteria. Several correspondence informal working groups will provide progress reports on their work over the last 6 months. 

The Sub-Committee will also consider GHS implementation issues (information on the status of implementation, capacity building activities, cooperation with other international organizations, etc). 

Website: http://www.unece.org/trans/main/dgdb/dgsubc4/c4age.html#35


	10
Minsk
	Launching Event of the Country Profile on the Housing Sector of Belarus
Focal point: Jakob Krupka
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2477
E-mail: jakob.krupka [at] unece.org

	The key objective of the Country Profile Launching Event is to involve all the stakeholders in the housing sector of the country and to make them aware of the study and its recommendations and ways of implementation.

The Country Profile exercise for Belarus was finalized in 2009. The CP contains a detailed assessment of the challenges, problems and risks in the housing and land management sectors, the housing stock and new construction, the institutional, legal and financial frameworks for housing and the urban development. 

It also contains a set of recommendations that should lead the country towards the implementation of appropriate housing policies.

Website: http://www.unece.org/hlm/welcome.html


	10-11
Almaty
	Workshop on the United Nations Framework Classification for Fossil Energy and Mineral Resources  
Focal point: Charlotte Griffiths
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 1988
E-mail:  charlotte.griffiths [at] unece.org

	The workshop will build capacity on the United Nations Framework Classification for Fossil Energy and Mineral Resources (UNFC) and its potential application in the economies of Central Asia, the Caucasus and Mongolia.

Website: http://www.unece.org/energy/se/reserves.html


	10-11
Almaty
	First meeting of the EC-IFAS Working Group on Institutional and Legal Reform and Aral Sea Basin Programme 3

Focal point: Marton Krasznai

Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2760
E-mail: marton.krasznai [at] unece.org
	Organized by EC-IFAS.
Expected outcome of the meeting:
Input for the planning of the reform process and ASBP-3.

Website: http://www.unece.org/env/water/cadialogue/cadwelcome.htm


	14-18
	Executive Body for the Convention on Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution 
Focal point: Catherine Masson 
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2356
E-mail:  catherine.masson [at] unece.org 
	Room V.

The 27th session of the Executive Body will focus on the finalization of the revision of the POPs protocol and its adoption.
Two other protocols will also be revised, the Heavy Metals and the Gothenburg Protocols, for which discussions have already started and will be pursued in 2010.
The Convention will also discuss its strategic framework and its directions for the upcoming ten years. What the main priorities and challenges of the Convention should be will also be on the agenda.  For example the co-benefits of combating air pollutants that have an effect on climate change will be discussed in an integrated way with other international instruments which are dealing with climate change as their main issue.

Website: http://www.unece.org/env/lrtap/ExecutiveBody/welcome.27.html


	15-18
	Compliance Committee (Aarhus Convention)

Focal point: Aphrodite Smagadi
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 3294
E-mail:  aphrodite.smagadi [at] unece.org

	Room VIII.

The 26th meeting of the Committee will be held on 15-18 December 2009. Among other things, the Committee will discuss the subject matter of communications ACCC/C/2008/35 (Georgia), ACCC/C/2009/36 (Spain) and ACCC/C/2009/37 (Belarus).

It will finalize the draft findings with regard to communication ACCC/C/2008/24 (Spain). It will prepare draft findings on communications ACCC/C/2008/23 (United Kingdom), ACCC/C/2008/27 (United Kingdom), ACCC/C/2008/32 (European Community) and ACCC/C/2008/33 (United Kingdom).

It will also consider admissibility of any new communications received. The Committee will also review the situation with the follow-up on the relevant decisions on compliance and on reporting adopted at the 3rd meeting of the Parties (Decisions III/6a to f).

Website: http://www.unece.org/env/pp/ccMeetings.htm


	17
(11 a.m.)
	Executive Committee
Focal point: Parisudhi Kalampasut
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 1045
E-mail: excom@unece.org

	Room XI.
Website: http://www.unece.org/commission/EXCOM/welcome.htm



JUST ISSUED

Practical Guide to Producing Consumer Price Indices
ECE/CES/STAT/NONE/2009/2 – October 2009

Making Data Meaningful Part 1: A guide to writing stories about numbers
ECE/CES/STAT/NONE/2009/4 – October 2009 – E,R
Guidance on Water and Adaptation to Climate Change

ECE/MP.WAT/30 – Sales # E.09.II.E.14 – ISBN 978-92-1-117010-8 – US$ 36 – E (F,R forthcoming)

Green Homes – Towards energy efficient housing in the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe region

ECE/HBP/159 – November 2009


If you need more information do not hesitate to contact us: Information Unit, United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE), Palais des Nations, Room 356, CH-1211 Geneva 10,�Phone:  +41(0)22 917 44 44, Fax:  +41(0)22 917 05 05, E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:info.ece@unece.org" �info.ece@unece.org�,�or have a look at our website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.unece.org/" �http://www.unece.org�











� Not an official record; for information only.      Unless otherwise specified, meetings are held in the Palais des Nations, Geneva.





