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CALENDAR OF MEETINGS

April 2009
	Dates
	Title
	Comments

	30 March-1 April
	ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE, SIXTY-THIRD SESSION 
Focal point: Susan Bartolo 
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 1469
E-mail: info.ece@unece.org

	Room XIX.

The High-level Segment of the Commission on 
30-31 March will discuss two main issues:  “Economic development in the ECE region” and “Climate change mitigation and adaptation – the work of the ECE:  translating global objectives and commitments into regional results”.
The General Segment on 1 April will take up inter alia the review of the reform of ECE.

Website: http://www.unece.org/commission/2009/63rd_index.htm


	30 (pm) March-3 April
	Working Party on Lighting and Light-Signalling 
Focal point: Edoardo Gianotti

Phone: +41 (0)22 917 2422

E-mail: edoardo.gianotti [at] unece.org


	As a subsidiary body of the World Forum for Harmonization of Vehicle Regulations (WP.29), GRE will resume, during its 61st session, the consideration of a range of items proposed to improve regulatory provisions concerning the lighting and light-signalling devices of wheeled vehicle, particularly regarding the provisions for new categories of filament light sources, clarification on installation requirements, update of provisions of miscellaneous Regulations on lighting and light-signalling devices, as well as the possibilities to develop global technical regulations such as harmonized passing beam pattern for headlamps, front fog lamps, Adaptive Front-Lighting Systems (AFS), conspicuity of light-signalling devices. 

The visibility of adaptive front-lighting systems for motorcycle and a new regulation covering common technical provisions already included in the existing Regulations, will also be considered.

Website: select GRE in http://www.unece.org/trans/main/welcwp29.htm



	31 March-
1 April
	Joint ECE/FAO Working Party on Forest Economics and Statistics 
Focal point: Alex McCusker
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2880
E-mail: info.timber@unece.org

	The Working Party will meet to review the results of the Joint Wood Energy Enquiry 2008 and to provide guidance on activities in forest products markets, forest resource assessment and forest sector outlook studies.  The forest resource assessment will include updates on the state of FRA2010 and forest types.  The outlook studies item will discuss preparations for a new outlook study for the ECE region.

Website: http://timber.unece.org/index.php?id=125


	31 March-
3 April
	23rd Meeting of the Compliance Committee (Aarhus Convention) 
Focal point: Jeremy Wates 

Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2384

E-mail: public.participation@unece.org

	The Committee is expected, among other things, to discuss the subject matter of communication ACCC/C/2007/24 (Spain) and ACCC/C/2008/26 (Austria). It is also expected to finalize the draft findings and, if appropriate, recommendations with regard to communication ACCC/C/2007/21 (EC) to continue its deliberations on the subject matter of communication ACCC/C/2007/22 (France), to review any new information with regard to communications ACCC/C/2008/23 to ACCC/C/2008/33 and to consider admissibility of any new communications received. The Committee will also focus on the follow-up to the relevant decisions on compliance and reporting adopted at the 3rd meeting of the Parties, in particular it will consider any information provided by the Governments of Turkmenistan and Ukraine pursuant to decisions III/6e and III/6f of the Meeting of the Parties. 

Website: http://www.unece.org/env/pp/compliance.htm#Meetings


	1-3
Madrid
	International Cooperative Programme (ICP) on Materials, Twenty-fifth meeting 
Focal point:  Matti Johansson
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2358
E-mail: air.env@unece.org

	The meeting reviews the effects of air pollution on materials, including historic and cultural monuments, in particular the assessment of stock of materials at risk for corrosion, including selected urban areas of Italy, and the soiling of materials. This ICP operates under the Working Group on Effects of the Convention on Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution (LRTAP).
Website: http://www.corr-institute.se/ICP-Materials/


	1-3
Skopje
	Sub-regional capacity-building seminar on IPR commercialization and enforcement

Focal point: Ralph Heinrich

Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 1269

E-mail: ralph.heinrich [at] unece.org
	The seminar is jointly organized by the UNECE Team of Specialists on Intellectual Property (ToS-IP) and the Macedonian Patent Institute. It will be attended by high-level representatives of intellectual property offices, line ministries and academic institutions from Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Montenegro, Romania, Serbia, Slovenia and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.

The goal of the seminar is to discuss good practices on the management of intellectual property rights (IPRs) in the process of commercializing the results of public research, and on the enforcement of existing IPRs through border measures and market inspections.

	2-3
	ITAIDE Project Meeting 
Focal point: Virginia Cram-Martos
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2745
E-mail: virginia.cram-martos [at] unece.org


	The EU funded ITAIDE project addresses issues related to eCustoms: How can customs documents and procedures be redesigned and supported by ICT? What are the drivers and barriers for adoption? ITAIDE research spans the levels of technology, processes and networks to understand eCustoms in a comprehensive manner from the following different angles:  (1) standardization (2) interoperability (3) control & redesign (4) network innovation and (5) value assessment. The research conducted in the project is grouped around 4 Living Labs. Each of these Living Labs provides a real-time, real-life research setting where the ITAIDE project develops and pilots practical solutions and theoretical frameworks. This includes technical demonstrators and recommendations for the adoption of eCustoms, especially in the EU’s Customs Administrations and SMEs: Beer Living Lab (Netherlands), Paper Living Lab (Finland), Food Living Lab (Denmark), and Drug Living Lab (Germany/ Ireland).

UNECE contributes to the project with annual state-of-the-art technology reports.

Website: http://www.itaide.org/

	7
Bratislava
	Inauguration of the International Water Assessment Centre (IWAC)

Focal point : Francesca Bernardini

Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2463 

E-mail : francesca.bernardini [at] unece.org
	The inauguration is organized by the Slovak Government and UNECE, following the decision by the fourth meeting of the Parties to the UNECE Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes (November 2006), when Slovakia  kindly offered to host IWAC at the Slovak Hydrometeorological Institute. IWAC is the operational arm of the Convention which facilitates transforming the Convention’s aims and policies into concrete action on the ground. The event will be marked by the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding on IWAC between the Slovak Government and UNECE. 
Website: http://www.unece.org/env/water/services/serv.htm



	20-21
Almaty
	Seminar on International Water Laws and Negotiation of Mutually Beneficial Multilateral Water Agreements in Central Asia
Focal point : Francesca Bernardini

Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2463 

E-mail : francesca.bernardini [at] unece.org 

	The Seminar, organized in cooperation with the United Nations Regional Center for Preventive Diplomacy for Central Asia, is intended for representatives of Central Asian key governmental institutions (Cabinet of Ministers, Parliaments, Ministries of Energy, Water Management). It will review the existing international legal basis for transboundary water cooperation with a special focus on the UNECE Water Convention with a view to develop specific recommendations that might be used to improve the existing legal base in the region. The seminar will also illustrate how to design effective negotiation processes aimed at establishing systematic and structured approaches to developing agreements. 
Website: http://www.unece.org/env/water/welcome.html


	20-23
	Working Group on Strategies and Review 

Focal point: Albena Karadjova 

Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2345

E-mail: albena.karadjova [at] unece.org
	The Working Group on Strategies and Review will discuss options for revising the 1999 Gothenburg Protocol. Delegations are expected to provide information on progress with updating their energy scenarios for the Protocol revision. The Working Group session will be preceded by an informal consultation of the EECCA and SEE countries on ways to facilitate implementation and ratification of the Protocol.

Website: http://www.unece.org/env/lrtap/WorkingGroups/wgs/welcome.html


	20-24
Rome
	14th UN/CEFACT Forum

Focal point: Mika Vepsäläinen
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 3197
E-mail: mika.vepsalainen [at] unece.org

	The UN/CEFACT Forum is a joint biannual meeting of all 30 UN/CEFACT working groups for a week. During this week, the organization of which rotates from one region to another, the teams working on the development and maintenance of UN/CEFACT recommendations and standards work together in order to advance cross-cutting themes and horizontal projects.

Website:  http://www.uncefactrome.ice.gov.it/index.html


	22-23
	Workshop on Transboundary Flood Risk Management 

Focal point : Sonja Koeppel

Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 1218

E-mail: sonja.koeppel [at] unece.org

	The workshop aims to exchange experiences and support the transfer of results from research projects and other recent activities concerning flood management in the European Union to non-EU countries. Problems and possibly solutions for transboundary flood risk management will be discussed based on presentations of several concrete case studies.
Website: http://www.unece.org/env/water/meetings/transboundary_flood_workshop.htm


	24
	Second Meeting of the Task Force on Water and Climate
Focal point : Sonja Koeppel

Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 1218

E-mail: sonja.koeppel [at] unece.org


	The Task Force will mainly discuss the progress in implementation of the workplan related to transboundary flood risk management and related to water and climate, as well as future activities in this area for the workplan 2010-2012. In particular, the draft Guidance on Water and Climate Adaptation will be discussed, which is expected to be adopted by the fifth meeting of the Parties (10-12 November 2009). 
Website: http://www.unece.org/env/water/water.and.climate.htm


	27-30 (am)
	Meeting of the Specialized Section on Standardization of Meat 
Focal point: Claudio Meza
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 1366
E-mail: claudio.meza [at] unece.org 


	The Specialized Section will discuss the draft text of the Standard for Veal Meat – Carcases and Cuts. The Section will also consider the proposal of the new standards for Horse Meat – Carcases and Cuts and Retail Cuts.

Following the discussions of the Specialized Section in its annual session in 2008, the meeting will also consider the texts of revised standards for Edible hen eggs-in-shell and Hen egg products for use in the food industry. 

The participants will be invited to review the drafts and propose changes / amendments and decide whether the texts should be submitted to the Working Party for approval.

Website: http://www.unece.org/trade/agr/meetings/ge.11/2009-in-session.htm 

	28 (am)
	Executive Committee
Focal point: Parisudhi Kalampasut
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 1045
E-mail: excom@unece.org

	Room XXII.
Website: http://www.unece.org/commission/EXCOM/welcome.htm


	28-29
	International Ad Hoc Expert Group on Conceptual and Technical Aspects of Computerization of TIR procedure
Focal point: André Sceia 
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 1313
E-mail: andre.sceia [at] unece.org
	The main objective of the sixteenth session will be to continue the discussion on the third chapter of the Reference Model, including the structure and content of electronic messages as well as fallback scenarios. 

Website:  http://border.unece.org


	28-29
Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Germany
	Task Force on Reactive Nitrogen, Second meeting

Focal point:  Matti Johansson
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2358
E-mail: air.env [ at ] unece.org
	The meeting will review the links between air pollution and the reactive nitrogen cycle. It will emphasize the management of ammonia in agriculture, and the assessment of sources, flows and sinks of nitrogen for selected regions. This Task Force operates under the Working Group on Strategies and Review of the LRTAP Convention.

Website:  http://www.clrtap-tfrn.org 



	29-30
	Sixth Meeting of the Legal Board under the UNECE Water Convention 
Focal point : Ella Behlyarova

Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2376 

E-mail : ella.behlyarova [at] unece.org


	The meeting will bring together both legal and water experts to discuss and further elaborate the draft Guide to support implementation and ratification of the Convention.  The Guide is expected to address a host of questions concerning legal, administrative, technical and practical aspects of the requirements for appropriate implementation. The draft Guide will be submitted to the fifth meeting of the Parties (10-12 November 2009) for adoption. 

Website: http://www.unece.org/env/water/meetings/legal_board/legal_board.htm 


JUST ISSUED

Annual Report 2009
ECE/INF/2009/1 – February 2009

Review of the Implementation of the Espoo Convention

Environmental Series # 9

ECE/MP.EIA/11 - February 2009

The Water Convention … at your service
ECE/CEP/NONE/2009/2 – February 2009

UNECE Countries in Figures 2009
ECE/CES/STAT/2009/1 – Sales # E.09.II.E.5 – ISBN 978-92-1-117000-9 – US$ 27
See country profiles at: http://www.unece.org/stats/profiles2009/
Register-based statistics in the Nordic countries – Review of best practices with focus on population and social statistics 

ECE/CES/STAT/2007/2 – Sales # E.07.II.E.11 – ISBN 978-92-1-116963-8 – US$ 15 – E, Russian
Trade Facilitation Terms: An English-Russian Glossary
in cooperation with the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of the Russian Federation
ECE/TRADE/377 – Sales # E/R.08.II.E.12 – ISBN 978-92-1-016371-2 – US$ 55

If you need more information do not hesitate to contact us: Information Unit, United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE), Palais des Nations, Room 329-1, CH-1211 Geneva 10,�Phone:  +41(0)22 917 44 44, Fax:  +41(0)22 917 05 05, E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:info.ece@unece.org" �info.ece@unece.org�,�or have a look at our website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.unece.org/" �http://www.unece.org�











� Not an official record; for information only.      Unless otherwise specified, meetings are held in the Palais des Nations, Geneva.





