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	Dates
	Title
	Comments

	3-4
	Working Party on Regulatory Cooperation and Standardization Policies


	

	3 (pm)
	Meeting of the sectoral initiative on equipment for explosive environments

Focal point: Lorenza Jachia 
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 5593
E-mail: lorenza.jachia@unece.org
	Room A.206.
Meeting organized by the Working Party on Regulatory Cooperation and Standardization Policies.

Website: 
http://www.unece.org/trade/wp6/documents/2008_Events.htm

	3 (pm)
	Market Surveillance Model Initiative

Focal point: Lorenza Jachia 
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 5593
E-mail: lorenza.jachia@unece.org
	Room V.
Meeting organized by the Working Party on Regulatory Cooperation and Standardization Policies.

Website: 
http://www.unece.org/trade/wp6/documents/2008_Events.htm


	3-4
	Working Party on Regulatory Cooperation and Standardization Policies

Focal point: Lorenza Jachia 
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 5593
E-mail: lorenza.jachia@unece.org
	Room V.
Website: 

http://www.unece.org/trade/wp6/documents/2008/wp6-08-list.htm


	4 (am)
	Panel session on Private Standards

Focal point: Lorenza Jachia 
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 5593
E-mail: lorenza.jachia@unece.org
	Room V.
Meeting jointly organized by the Working Party on Regulatory Cooperation and Standardization Policies and the Working Party on Agricultural Quality Standards.
Website: 
http://www.unece.org/trade/wp6/documents/2008_Events.htm


	3-5
Bishkek
	Seminar on “Capacity Building in Support of Trade Integration with emphasis on Integrated Trade Information Flow Management and Trade Facilitation in Central Asia”
Focal point: Mario Apostolov
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 1134
E-mail: mario.apostolov@unece.org

	The Third Seminar of the 5th Tranche UN Development Account Project is jointly organized by UNECE and UNESCAP, in collaboration with the Ministry of Economic Development and Trade of Kyrgyzstan and UNDP.

Website: : http://www.unece.org/trade/workshop/workshop.htm


	3-7
	Working Party on Agricultural Quality Standards
	

	3-6
	Working Party on Agricultural Quality Standards 
Focal point: Serguei Malanitchev
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 4146
E-mail: agristandards@unece.org

	The Working Party is expected to adopt about 20 new/revised standards for fresh fruit and vegetables, dry and dried produce, seed potatoes and meat. It will discuss UNECE draft explanatory brochures for sweet peppers and inshell hazelnuts and also will review the progress made in implementing the recommendation in the UNECE reform plan to concentrate the agricultural quality standards activities within the UNECE. The delegations are also expected to approve revised terms of reference and working procedures for the Working Party. 

Website: http://www.unece.org/trade/agr/meetings/wp.07/2008_wp7.htm


	7
	Extended Bureau Meeting 
Focal point: Serguei Malanitchev
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 4146
E-mail: agristandards@unece.org

	Website: http://www.unece.org/trade/agr/welcome.htm


	4-6
Kiev
	Gas Centre Task Force on Transportation and Tariffs GATE 2010 
Focal point:  Tans van Kleef
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2443 
E-mail: tans.van-kleef@unece.org


	Website: http://www.gascentre.unece.org


	10
	Ad Hoc Expert Group on the E-Road Census 
Focal point: Ould Khou Sid’Ahmed
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2421
E-mail: stat.trans@unece.org

	The Ad Hoc Expert Group on the E-Road Census should evaluate the results of the 2005 Census, prepare recommendations to Governments on procedures and methodologies for the 2010 E-Road Traffic Census and draft a resolution for adoption by the UNECE Inland Transport Committee in February 2009.
Website: 
http://www.unece.org/trans/main/wp6/transstatac2agenda.html


	10-14
	World Forum for Harmonization of Vehicle Regulations



	10
	Administrative Committee for the Coordination of Work (WP.29/AC.2) 
Focal point: Juan Ramos García 
Phone: +41 (0)22 917 1998
E-mail: juan.ramos.garcia@unece.org
	The 98th meeting of WP.29/AC.2 is scheduled to consider the programme of work of the World Forum for Harmonization of Vehicle Regulations (WP.29) and its six subsidiary bodies and give its advice concerning work to be undertaken.
Website:

http://www.unece.org/trans/main/welcwp29.html


	11-14
	World Forum for Harmonization of Vehicle Regulations (WP.29) 
Focal point: Juan Ramos García 
Phone: +41 (0)22 917 1998
E-mail: juan.ramos.garcia@unece.org
	Under the 1958 Agreement, the agenda of the 146th session lists 33 technical amendments to existing UN Regulations updating them to the technical progress.  The global harmonization should continue to be considered in the framework of the 1998 Agreement.  A draft global technical regulation, on pedestrian safety, is in the agenda for their adoption. In addition, the status of the work on 10 priorities should also be considered.  Besides, WP.29 will receive reports of its six subsidiary bodies, on pollution and energy, noise, brakes and running gear, lighting, passive safety and general safety.  The WP.29 and subsidiary bodies' programme of work will also be considered.  The World Forum will also consider the feasibility of establishing an electronic database for vehicles type approval exchange of information, and will be informed about the presentation made by its vice-Chairman at the International Energy Conference on global approach to promote environmental friendly vehicles. The World Forum will also consider the issue of global warming and transport.  Documents could be consulted in the World Forum website.
Website: http://www.unece.org/trans/main/welcwp29.htm


	14 (am)
	WP.29 Informal Meeting on DETA 

Focal point: Juan Ramos García 

Phone: +41 (0)22 917 1998

E-mail: juan.ramos.garcia@unece.org 
	WP.29 has agreed to consider the establishment of a Database for the exchange of information of type approvals granted in the framework of the 1958 Agreement. An informal group continues to consider the possibility of developing such a database.

Website: http://www.unece.org/trans/main/wp29/wp29wgs/wp29gen/gendeta04.html


	10-14
Saly, Senegal
	13th UN/CEFACT Forum
Focal point: Serguei Kouzmine
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2771
E-mail: serguei.kouzmine@unece.org


	The 30 working groups of the UN Centre for Trade Facilitation and Electronic Business (UN/CEFACT) will meet in Saly, Senegal to advance trade facilitation recommendations and electronic business standards. UN/CEFACT supports activities dedicated to improving the ability of business, trade and administrative organizations, from developed, developing and transitional economies, to exchange products and relevant services effectively. Its principal focus is on facilitating national and international transactions, through the simplification and harmonization of processes, procedures and information flows, and so contribute to the growth of global commerce. The development of eBusiness Standards and Trade Facilitation Recommendations is carried out in the UN/CEFACT Forum which is the concurrent meeting of all UN/CEFACT working groups, at one time in the same location, to facilitate close liaison and full interaction as a single working body.  

More about the UN/CEFACT Forum is available at www.unece.org/cefact and http://www.gainde2000.sn/UNCEFACT/
Reports on UN/CEFACT´s activities from the earlier Forums and the 14th UN/CEFACT Plenary Meeting (September 2008) at http://www.unece.org/cefact/cf_plenary/plenary08/list_doc_08.html

	11
	Ad Hoc Expert Group on the E-Rail Census 
Focal point: Ould Khou Sid’Ahmed
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2421
E-mail: stat.trans@unece.org

	The Ad hoc Group of Experts on the 2010 E-Rail Traffic Census should evaluate the results of the 2005 Census, prepare recommendations to Governments on procedures and methodologies for the 2010 Census and draft a resolution for adoption by the UNECE Inland Transport Committee in February 2009.
Website: 

http://www.unece.org/trans/main/wp6/transstatac4agenda.html

	12
Baku
	Inauguration Session of the SPECA Project Working Group on Knowledge-based Development (PWG on KBD)
Focal Point: Michiko Enomoto
Phone: +41 (0)22 917 5989
E-mail: michiko.enomoto@unece.org


	The newly established PWG on KBD is expected to approve its Terms of Reference and to adopt the Programme of Work for 2009. 

Website: http://www.unece.org/speca/kbd.html


	12-13
	Ministerial Conference for the Protection of Forests in Europe, Expert level meeting
Focal point: Christopher Prins
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2874
E-mail: info.timber@unece.org

	Website: http://www.unece.org/timber/Welcome.html


	13-14
Baku
	Regional Capacity-Building Seminar on Information and Communication Technology Policy and Legal Issues - with Special Reference to eCommerce Development

Focal Point: Michiko Enomoto
Phone: +41 (0)22 917 5989
E-mail: michiko.enomoto@unece.org


	The Regional Seminar will cover ICT policy and legal issues.  It will discuss five distinct areas relevant for the sound development of eCommerce and related activities of the SPECA member countries, namely: legal infrastructure, legal certainty, legal security, legal protection and legal deterrence. ICT policymakers of the SPECA member countries will have opportunities to share best practice and initiatives.  
Website: http://www.unece.org/speca/kbd.html


	13-14
Aarhus, Denmark
	Bureau of the Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters (Aarhus Convention), 20th meeting
Focal point: Charlot de Waal
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 1375
E-mail: charlot.de.waal@unece.org 


	The Bureau is expected to discuss the follow-up of the third meeting of the Parties, which took place in June 2008. Inter alia, the Bureau is expected to discuss the preparations for a new expert group on public participation, the first session of the Meeting of the Parties to the PRTR Protocol and the eleventh meeting of the Working Group of the Parties to the Convention.
Website: http://www.unece.org/env/pp/bureau.htm 



	14
	Joint Bureaux Timber Committee and EFC 
Focal point: Franziska Hirsch
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2480
E-mail: info.timber@unece.org

	Website: http://www.unece.org/timber/Welcome.html


	15-19
Tehran
	SIAP-UNECE Subregional Course on New Challenges in Economic Statistics for Central Asian countries

Focal point: Petteri Baer 

Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 3311

E-mail: petteri.baer@unece.org
	The course will provide training to help participants understand the role of System of National Accounts (SNA) and international comparable short-term economic statistics in the development of economic statistics. The course will introduce participants to 1993 SNA as a basic framework for the development of economic statistics, issues relating to the use of international economic classification, short-term indicators and their compilation, fixed based and chain linked indices, seasonal adjustments, price statistics, Special Data Dissemination Standard (SDDS) and dissemination of statistical information to a broader range of users. The course is jointly organized by the Statistical Institute of Asia and the Pacific (SIAP) and the UNECE Statistical Division.

Website: 

http://www.unece.org/stats/meetings.e.htm
http://www.unsiap.or.jp/forthcoming/fcoming_outreach.htm


	17-18
Almaty
	International Conference "Water Unites - Strengthening Cooperation on Regional Water Management in Central Asia" 
Focal point: Bo Libert
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2396
E-mail: bo.libert@unece.org


	The Conference, organized by UNECE in cooperation with the Government of Germany, UNDP, the International Fund for Saving the Aral Sea and hosted by the Government of Kazakhstan, will discuss water-related aspects of the Joint UN Agency Assessment of Development Risks in Central Asia. The Government of Germany will launch at the Conference a large modular project announced last April in Berlin by Foreign Minister Steinmeier in the framework of the "Berlin Water Process". EnvSec will introduce the East Caspian Assessment and its follow up, UNDP and the European Commission will present the Cooperation Framework for Integrated Water Resources Management and a discussion will take place on strengthening the legal basis and institutions for regional water resources management in Central Asia.

Website: http://www.unece.org/speca/Welcome.html


	17 (pm)-18
	Ad Hoc Group of Experts on Cleaner Electricity Production from Coal and Other Fossil Fuels 

Focal point: Sead Vilogorac 

Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2462

E-mail: sead.vilogorac@unece.org
	The meeting is taking place in the framework of the growing world demand for electricity and the push for more environmentally sustainable electricity generation, which will require massive investments in the coming years. Participants will evaluate progress in moving towards cleaner electricity production from fossil fuels, including the status of large-scale projects which require a suitable regulatory framework to attract investment. On 18 November, the Cleaner Electricity Forum on Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS) will discuss CCS awareness and readiness in particular in the UNECE emerging market economies and assistance required for the development of compatible regulatory frameworks.

Website: http://www.unece.org/energy/se/docs/clep_ahge2.html


	17-18
Tirana
	High-level Judicial Seminar on Access to Justice in Environmental Matters for the South Eastern European region
Focal point: Jeremy Wates
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2384
E-mail: jeremy.wates@unece.org 

	The seminar is part of a series of subregional seminars for high-level members of the judiciary. It will be organized by the secretariat of the Aarhus Convention under the auspices of UNECE, in cooperation with the OSCE Presence in Albania and the Office of the Co-ordinator of OSCE Economic and Environmental Activities (OCEEA). The seminar aims to discuss assistance mechanisms to remove or reduce financial and other barriers to access to justice, increase awareness and build capacity for better implementation of the Aarhus provisions. The participating high-level judges from the SEE region and several high-level judges and environmental law experts from other parts of Europe will discuss the application of the Aarhus Convention on the national level. 

Website: http://www.unece.org/env/pp/a.to.j.htm#workshops


	18-19
	Informal Working Group on European Code for Inland Waterways (CEVNI) 

Focal point: Azhar Jaimurzina 

Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2660

E-mail: azhar.jaimurzina@unece.org

	UNECE Working Party on Inland Water Transport (SC.3): Meeting of the informal working group on European Code for Inland Waterways

Website: http://www.unece.org/trans/main/sc3/sc3.html


	18-20
	Working Party on Rail Transport 

Focal point: Jaromir Cekota 

Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2445

E-mail: jaromir.cekota@unece.org 
	The 62nd session of the Working Party will focus on major issues in pan-European rail transport, including the implementation of the 2nd railway package in EU member States, rail security, Euro-Asian transport links and transport of passengers with mobility handicaps.

Website: http://unece.org/trans/main/sc2/sc2.html
 

	18-21
	Working Party on Road Traffic Safety (WP.1), 56th session
Focal point: Virginia Tanase
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 3259
E-mail: virginia.tanase@unece.org

	The Working Party is expected to consider its future role and to reshape its activities in line with the fast changing situation in road safety. It will also have a first joint meeting with the United Nations Road Safety Collaboration, aimed at improving cooperation and developing synergies in search for solutions to global road safety crisis. In addition, WP.1 will consider issues such as driving under the influence of drugs and medications, motor car insurance and safety at level-crossings. The WP.1 is expected to agree on the final version of the updated set of best practices assembled in the Consolidated Resolution on Road Traffic (R.E.1). 
Website: http://www.unece.org/trans/roadsafe/wp1age.html


	19-20
Tunis
	Gas Centre Task Force on the Implementation of the EU Gas Directives 
Focal point:  Tans van Kleef
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2443 
E-mail: tans.van-kleef@unece.org


	Website: http://www.gascentre.unece.org


	19-21
	COMMITTEE ON SUSTAINABLE ENERGY 
Focal point: Gianluca Sambucini
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 1175
E-mail: info.energy@unece.org

	Room XII.

The seventeenth session of the Committee on Sustainable Energy will be held during a week of energy meetings focusing on the theme “Strategic Alliances for Energy Security”.  This year the Committee will examine - inter alia - how cooperation between national oil companies (NOCs) and international oil companies (IOCs) can help to mobilize the capital needed for hydrocarbon investments to enhance global energy security. This energy week will also include during the first two days the meeting of the Ad hoc Group of Experts on Cleaner Electricity Production from Coal and Other Fossil Fuels

Website:  http://www.unece.org/energy/se/docs/comm17_m.html


	20
	Seventh meeting of the Bureau of the UNECE Steering Committee on Education for Sustainable Development 

Focal point: Angela Sochirca
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2064
E-mail: angela.sochirca@unece.org 


	Room A-R.

The meeting will focus on preparing the fourth meeting of the Steering Committee on Education for Sustainable Development scheduled to take place on 19-20 February 2009.

Website: http://www.unece.org/env/esd/welcome.htm


	21
	Executive Committee
Focal point: Parisudhi Kalampasut
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 1045
E-mail: excom@unece.org

	Room VIII.

Website: http://www.unece.org/commission/EXCOM/welcome.htm


	24-26
	Working Group on Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers
Focal point:  Michael Stanley-Jones
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2442
E-mail: michael.stanley-jones@unece.org


	The sixth meeting of the Working Group on Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers will be held to further preparations for the entry into force of the Kiev Protocol on PRTRs. The Working Group is expected to finalize the texts of draft decisions for consideration by the Meeting of the Parties at its first session. The Working Group may also agree on scheduling the first session of the Meeting of the Parties and a procedure for preparing the agenda and any statements for the meeting, if appropriate.

Website: http://www.unece.org/env/pp/prtr.wg.htm


	25-27
	Meeting of Parties to the Convention on Transboundary Effects of Industrial Accidents
Focal point: Albena Karadjova
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2345
E-mail: albena.karadjova@unece.org 


	The fifth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention will review the progress achieved in implementing the Convention and will plan the work for the next biennium. Parties are expected to discuss and adopt a Strategic Approach for the Assistance Programme which should further help EECCA and SEE countries to strengthen the implementation of the Convention. Parties will also discuss the further development and operation of the Industrial Accidents Notification (IAN) System, as well as the work of the Joint Expert Group on Water and Industrial Accidents.

Website: http://www.unece.org/env/teia/welcome.htm


	27
	Aarhus Convention Capacity-Building Coordination (CBC) meeting
Focal point: Jeremy Wates
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2384
E-mail: jeremy.wates@unece.org

	The fifth annual Aarhus Convention Capacity Building Coordination (CBC) meeting brings together main international organizations working on capacity-building with respect to the Aarhus Convention and Principle 10 of the Rio Declaration. It will focus on capacity-building priorities and activities in support of implementing the Convention for the present inter-sessional period. Among other things, the participants are expected to discuss  strategic directions, both existing and new, in capacity-building on the Convention and Principle 10, in particular taking into account priorities identified in the Convention’s new Strategic Plan as well as the Work Programme for this intersessional period.

Website: http://www.unece.org/env/pp/oa.htm 


	27-28
	Bureau of the Inland Transport Committee 
Focal point: Michalis Adamantiadis
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 1128
E-mail: michalis.adamantiadis@unece.org

	Website: http://www.unece.org/trans/main/itc/itc.html


	29
Doha
	Mobilizing Women’s Potential: Opportunities and Challenges at times of Financial Crises - The Doha Review Conference 

Focal point: Ewa Ruminska-Zimny
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 1698
E-mail: ewa.zimny@unece.org


	High-level lunch-event organized by Norway in cooperation with UNECE and other regional commissions 

The purpose of the event is to raise awareness that the “gender as smart economics” approach is at the center of the financing for development process. The financial crises have made it even more urgent that the potential of women is fully mobilized, if we are to reach the MDG.  A joint effort, including the partnership of governments, private sector, civil society and international organizations is required. The event draws on recommendations of the Fifty-second Session of the Commission on the Status of Women adopted by member States in March 2008.  

Website: http://www.unece.org/oes/gender/Welcome.html



JUST ISSUED
Forest Products Annual Market Review 2007-2008
ECE/TIM/SP/23 - Sales # E.08.II.E.13 - ISBN 978-92-1-116990-4 – US$ 40– E (F & R forthcoming)

Available online at: http://www.unece.org/trade/timber

If you need more information do not hesitate to contact us: Information Unit, United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE), Palais des Nations, Room 356, CH-1211 Geneva 10,�Phone:  +41(0)22 917 44 44, Fax:  +41(0)22 917 05 05, E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:info.ece@unece.org" �info.ece@unece.org�,�or have a look at our website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.unece.org/" �http://www.unece.org�











� Not an official record; for information only.      Unless otherwise specified, meetings are held in the Palais des Nations, Geneva.





