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	Dates
	Title
	Comments

	14-15
	Expert Group Meeting on the Contribution of Household Surveys to Measuring Remittances

Focal point: Enrico Bisogno
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 1662
E-mail: enrico.bisogno@unece.org
	The meeting is jointly organized by UNECE, the World Bank and the US Bureau of the Census and it will bring together experts from national, regional, and international organizations. The measurement of remittances of migrants is a major statistical challenge because of definitional and operational issues. This meeting intends to identify existing best practices and those priority areas where further work is needed to improve the measurement of migration and remittances in household surveys. 

Website: http://www.unece.org/stats/documents/2008.01.migration.htm


	14-16
	GRSP Informal Group Meeting on Hydrogen and Fuel Cell Vehicles – Subgroup Safety (HFCV-SGS)
Focal point:  Romain Hubert

Phone:  +41 (0) 22 917 2402

E-mail: romain.hubert@unece.org

	The GRSP informal group on Hydrogen and Fuel Cell Vehicles – Subgroup Safety (HFCV-SGS) will resume its consideration on a number of safety issues of HFCV, such as the gas leakage detection and vehicle crashworthiness.

Website: http://www.unece.org/trans/main/wp29/wp29wgs/wp29grsp/sgs_1.html


	15-17
	Implementation Committee 
Focal point: Wiek Schrage
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2448
E-mail: wiecher.schrage@unece.org 


	The Implementation Committee’s objective is to review compliance by the Parties with their obligations under the Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context with a view to assisting them fully to meet their commitments. In this final session before the 4th Meeting of the Parties to the Convention (May 2008), the Committee is expected to finalize findings and recommendations further to its consideration of a submission by Romania having concerns about Ukraine’s compliance with its obligations under the Convention, with respect to the Bystroe Canal Project and in the light of the opinion of the inquiry commission on the environmental impact of the project. The Committee is also expected to finalize findings and recommendations further to its initiative on Armenia. 

Website: http://www.unece.org/env/eia/implementation_ committee.htm 

	15 (pm)-18
	Working Party on Pollution and Energy (GRPE)

Focal point:  Romain Hubert

Phone:  +41 (0) 22 917 2402

E-mail:  romain.hubert@unece.org
	As a subsidiary body of the World Forum for Harmonization of Vehicle Regulations (WP.29), GRPE will resume, during its 55th session, the consideration of a range of items proposed to improve regulatory provisions concerning the emissions of wheeled vehicle engines, particularly regarding off-cycle emissions and particle measurement.  The development of an exhaust emissions test procedure for engines of non-road mobile machinery as well as the status of environmentally friendly vehicles and hydrogen/fuel-cell vehicles will also be considered.  Website: select GRPE in http://www.unece.org/trans/main/welcwp29.htm 



	15 (pm)
	GRPE Informal Group Meeting on Gaseous Fuelled Vehicles (GFV)
Focal point:  Romain Hubert

Phone:  +41 (0) 22 917 2402

E-mail: romain.hubert@unece.org
 
	The GRPE informal group on Gaseous Fuelled Vehicles (GFV) will consider a number of proposals to improve regulatory provisions related to the emissions of GFV.



	16 (pm)
	GRPE Informal Meeting on Fuel Quality 
Focal point:  Romain Hubert

Phone:  +41 (0) 22 917 2402

E-mail: romain.hubert@unece.org
 
	The GRPE informal group on Fuel Quality is expected to consider, at its first meeting, a roadmap for the development of new quality requirements for motor vehicle fuels.



	16-18
	United Nations Inter-Agency Meeting on Outer Space Activities
Focal point: Brinda Wachs
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2452 
E-mail: brinda.wachs@unece.org


	The 28th session will be hosted by the United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR) and the Operational Satellite Applications Programme (UNOSAT). UN agencies, including UNECE will report on current and future plans in the area of space science and technology and its application, including geographic information systems (GIS) and other mapping information system technologies, activities or developments related to satellite communications, remote-sensing and global positioning systems. 
Website: http://www.uncosa.unvienna.org/uncosa


	18
Baku
	Workshop on Trade Facilitation and the WTO Negotiations

Focal point: Mario Apostolov
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 1134
E-mail: mario.apostolov@unece.org
	UNECE is organizing a workshop on trade facilitation in the WTO negotiations for Azerbaijan. 

	21
	Executive Board of Gas Centre 
Focal point: Tans Van Kleef
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2443
E-mail: tans.van-kleef@unece.org


	Website: http://www.gascentre.unece.org


	21-25
	Joint Meeting of Experts on the Regulations annexed to the European Agreement concerning the International Carriage of Dangerous Goods by Inland Waterways (ADN) 

Focal point: Olivier Kervella and
Christopher Smith 

Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2456 / 3298

E-mail: olivier.kervella@unece.org, christopher.smith@unece.org
	The Joint Meeting of Experts will discuss proposals for amendments to the regulations annexed to the ADN including draft amendments adopted by the RID/ADR/ADN Joint Meeting at its sessions in 2006 and 2007 as well as proposals submitted by the Central Commission for the Navigation of the Rhine regarding protection of the aquatic environment.

The Joint Meeting will also discuss matters relating to the recognition of classification societies and the entry into force of the Agreement in light of the expected ratification by Germany. 

Website: http://unece.org/trans/main/dgdb/ac2/ac2age.html


	22-23
	Working Party on Gas 

Focal point: Sead Vilogorac
and Alexandre Chachine

Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 24 62/51

E-mail: sead.vilogorac@unece.org


	Main issues to be discussed:

· Round Table on Role of Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) to Enhance Energy Security in the UNECE Region

· Blue Corridor project on the use of gaseous fuels for transportation

· International Week of Rational Use and Distribution of Gas 

· Review of the gas situation and prospects in the UNECE region

· New developments in European and world market of Natural Gas Vehicles (NGVs)

· European gas industry policy concerning the development of regulations and standardization in the field of gas pipelines

Website: http://www.unece.org/ie/se/wpgas.html


	24
	Ad Hoc Group of Experts on Supply and Use of Gas 

Focal point: Sead Vilogorac
and Alexandre Chachine

Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 24 62/51

E-mail: sead.vilogorac@unece.org


	Main issues to be discussed:

· Gas saving to reduce natural gas demand and enhance energy security 

· Role of geodynamic modelling in enhancing pipeline safety

· Methods for detection of gas leakages during gas industries operations 

· Diagnostics of gas transportation lines and risk management 

Website: http://www.unece.org/ie/se/wpgas.html


	24-25
	Multidisciplinary Expert Group on Inland Transport Security
Focal point: Robert Nowak
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 1267
E-mail: robert.nowak@unece.org
	The Expert Group will continue to discuss and prepare proposals how to improve inland transport security by working on a report that contains (a) an inventory of regulatory initiatives at national, international and industry levels and (b) recommendations and/or amendment proposals to the existing UNECE legal instruments in the area of transport.

Website: http://www.unece.org/trans/main/its/its.html


	28-29
	Third Regional Implementation Meeting on Sustainable Development 
Focal point: Monika Linn
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 13 15
E-mail: monika.linn@unece.org

Natalia Golovko

Phone: + 41 (0) 22 917 27 91

E-mail: natalia.golovko@unece.org


	The Third Regional Implementation Meeting will prepare the UNECE regional contribution for the 16th session of the Commission on Sustainable Development and will focus on evaluation of the progress achieved and obstacles and constraints remaining in the following thematic areas: agriculture; rural development; land; drought; desertification and Africa. 

The meeting will also address the role of partnerships and interlinkages between the thematic priorities. 

The expected outcome would take the form of a Chair’s Summary that would focus on particular obstacles encountered and major breakthroughs made in the implementation of partnerships, actions and measures related to the priority clusters and cross-cutting issues; on this basis, the summary could also highlight ways to improve the effectiveness of such implementation in the ECE region and globally. 

Website: http://www.unece.org/env/SustainableDevelopment/3Session/sd_forum.jan2008.htm


	28
	TIR Executive Board (TIRExB) (35th session)

Focal point: Konstantin Glukhenkiy

Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 15 31

E-mail: konstantin.glukhenkiy@unece.org


	The TIRExB will consider a number of topical issues concerning the application of the TIR Convention at the national level, including the use of sub-contractors, best practices with regard to the use of the TIR Carnet and a survey of Customs claims.
Website: http://tir.unece.org 



	29-1 Feb.
	Working Party on Customs Questions affecting Transport (WP.30) (118th session)
Focal point: Artur Bouten
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2433
E-mail: wp.30@unece.org

	The Working Party will review the status of the 14 United Nations Conventions in the field of border crossing facilitation, which are administered by the Working Party. In particular, the Working Party will consider the status of the Convention on Temporary Importation of Private and Commercial Road Vehicles, the International Harmonization Convention, the International Convention to facilitate the Crossing of Frontiers for Passengers and Baggage carried by Rail and the progress in the current revision of the TIR Convention as well as a large number of issues relating to the application of the TIR Customs transit procedure. 
Website: http://www.unece.org/trans/bcf/welcome.html
Agenda: http://www.unece.org/trans/bcf/wp30/documents/ECE-TRANS-WP30-235e.pdf


	31
	Administrative Committee for the TIR Convention 1975 (AC.2) (45th session)
Focal point: Konstantin Glukhenkiy
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 1531
E-mail: wp.30@unece.org

	The TIR Administrative Committee, the highest administrative organ representing all 68 Contracting Parties to the TIR Convention is convened at least twice a year and is serviced by the UNECE secretariat. At its spring session, the Committee will review the activities of its executive organ, the TIR Executive Board (TIRExB), provide guidance for all work to be undertaken under the present phase of the TIR revision process and adopt amendment proposals and comments to the text of the TIR Convention, 1975.

Website: http://www.unece.org/trans/bcf/welcome.html
Agenda: http://www.unece.org/trans/bcf/ac2/documents/ECE-TRANS-WP30-AC2-92e.pdf



JUST ISSUED

Strategies and Policies for Air Pollution Abatement – 2006 Review
ECE/EB.AIR/93 – Sales # E.07.II.E.24 – ISBN 978-92-1-116977-5 – US$ 15

CEVNI – European Code for Inland Waterways (Revision 3)
TRANS.SC.3/115/Rev.3 – Sales # E.07.II.E.23 – ISBN 978-92-1-116976-8 – US$ 50 – E,F (R forthcoming)


If you need more information do not hesitate to contact us: Information Unit, United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE), Palais des Nations, Room 356, CH-1211 Geneva 10,�Phone:  +41(0)22 917 44 44, Fax:  +41(0)22 917 05 05, E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:info.ece@unece.org" �info.ece@unece.org�,�or have a look at our website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.unece.org/" �http://www.unece.org�
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