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	Dates
	Title
	Comments

	1-2
	UNECE Working Group on Ageing,
First meeting

Focal point: Andres Vikat 

Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2764

E-mail: andres.vikat@unece.org
	The Working Group is expected to discuss and adopt a programme of work on reinforcing the implementation of the Regional Strategy for the Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing (MIPAA/RIS). 

Website: http://www.unece.org/pau/age/wg/welcome.htm


	1-9
	Sub-Committee of Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods 

Focal point: Olivier Kervella 

Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2456

E-mail: olivier.kervella@unece.org
	Room XII.

The Sub-Committee is a subsidiary body of the Economic and Social Council serviced by the UNECE secretariat.

At its 34th session which is the last one of its two-year working cycle, the Sub-Committee will review the consolidated list of draft amendments to the UN Regulations on the Transport of Dangerous Goods (Model Regulations and Manual of Tests and Criteria), provisionally adopted at its 31st, 32nd and 33rd sessions for final approval, as well as any related or new proposals. It will discuss in particular questions related to the carriage of explosives, batteries, fuel cells, genetically modified organisms, as well as cooperation with the International Atomic Energy Agency and transport of radioactive material.

A working group on desensitized explosives will meet in parallel on 8 and 9 December.

The Sub-Committee will define its programme of work for the biennium 2009-2010 and will elect the members of its bureau for that period.
Website:

http://www.unece.org/trans/main/dgdb/dgsubc/c3age.html


	1-12
Haifa, Israel 
	Capacity Building Workshop for Women Entrepreneurs on ICT Use for SMEs
Focal point: Ewa Ruminska-Zimny
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 1698
E-mail: ewa.zimny@unece.org


	The Workshop is part of a capacity building programme for policy makers responsible for SME policies, women’s business associations and NGOs from SPECA member countries. It is supported by the Government of Israel and organized under the work programme of the SPECA Working Group on Gender and Economy.  In 2006-2008 a total of 6 trainings have been organized.  Training is in the Russian language. 
Website: http://www.unece.org/oes/gender/capacity_build_workshops.htm


	2
	Meeting of the Timok River Forum

Focal point : Ella Behlyarova
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2376
E-mail: ella.behlyarova@unece.org 

	The meeting is expected to discuss mechanisms to facilitate cooperation between Bulgaria and Serbia on the transboundary waters and identify priority activities related to the joint management of the Timok River basin. The meeting is organized under the framework of the Environment and Security Initiative.
Website:  http://timok.rec.org


	3-4
	TIR Executive Board – 38th session

Focal point: Artur Bouten 

Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2433
E-mail: artur.bouten@unece.org
	The TIR Executive Board (TIRExB), a subsidiary body of the TIR Administrative Committee, is composed of 9 members, each from different Contracting Parties to the TIR Convention. The TIRExB supervises and provides support in the application of the TIR procedure at the national and international levels. At its 38th session, the Board will consider some topical issues related to the sustainability of the TIR procedure, in particular, combatting Customs fraud within the TIR system and a harmonized application of Annex 9, part II of the Convention (controlled access to the TIR procedure) at the national level.

Website: http://www.unece.org/trans/bcf/tir/
Agenda: http://www.unece.org/trans/bcf/tir/tirexb/documents/a08-38e.pdf 



	3-5
	TEM Steering Committee 
Focal point: Miodrag Pesut
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 4136
E-mail: miodrag.pesut@unece.org

	Website: http://www.unece.org/trans/main/tem/tem.html


	3-5
	COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC COOPERATION AND INTEGRATION 
Focal point:  Iouri Adjoubei
Phone: +41 22 917 2488 
E-mail: iouri.adjoubei@unece.org 


	Room XVI.
The third session of the Committee will consider the implementation of its programme of work for 2006-2008 and decide on its programme of work for 2009-2010. It will also discuss interlinkages of its activities with those under the UNECE subprogrammes on environmental policy, sustainable energy, transport and trade.

Website: http://www.unece.org/ceci/documents/2008/session3/thirdsession.html

	5
	Executive Committee
Focal point: Parisudhi Kalampasut
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 1045
E-mail: excom@unece.org

	Room VIII.

Website: http://www.unece.org/commission/EXCOM/welcome.htm


	10-12
	Working Party on Passive Safety 

Focal point: Edoardo Gianotti 

Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2422

E-mail: edoardo.gianotti@unece.org 
	As a subsidiary body of the World Forum for Harmonization of Vehicle Regulations (WP.29), the Working Party on Passive Safety (GRSP) will resume, during its 44th session, the consideration of the worldwide harmonization concerning pedestrian safety, head restraints, door locks, side impact dummy, vehicle crash compatibility as well as hydrogen and fuel cell vehicles.  GRSP will also consider a range of amendments to current UNECE Regulations related to vehicle passive safety requirements, in particular: door latches and hinges, safety-belts and its anchorages, cabs of commercial vehicles, protective helmets, child restraints systems, strength of seats, frontal collision of passenger cars, restraining of children and wheelchair users travelling on buses and coaches, safety on board of sleeper coaches, frontal collision of buses and coaches, as well as sled test parameters, plywood specifications.

Website: http://www.unece.org/trans/main/welcwp29.htm


	10-12 (am)
	Sub-Committee of Experts on the Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals 
Focal point: Rosa Garcia Couto
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2435
E-mail: rosa.garcia.couto@unece.org


	Room XII.

ECOSOC subsidiary body serviced by the UNECE secretariat. 

At its 16th session, the Sub-Committee will examine the consolidated draft list of amendments to the GHS adopted during its 13th, 14th and 15th sessions and its related proposals, as well as new proposals for amendment to be included in the next revised edition of the GHS. 

The Sub-Committee will also consider GHS implementation issues and the development of guidance materials for the application of GHS criteria. 

Since this is the last session of the current biennium the Sub-Committee will also discuss the programme of work for the next biennium (2009-2010), which will be then submitted to the Committee of Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods and on the Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals for consideration and endorsement. 

The provisional agenda for the 16th session (as well as the provisional list of documents and annotations to the agenda) may be found at:

http://www.unece.org/trans/main/dgdb/dgsubc4/c4age.html

	12 (pm)
	Committee of Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods and on the Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals 
Focal point:  Olivier Kervella
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2456
E-mail: olivier.kervella@unece.org


	Room XII.

The Committee is a subsidiary body of the Economic and Social Council serviced by the UNECE secretariat.
At its 4th session, it will consider the work done by its two sub-committees in 2007-2008 and their proposed work programmes for 2009-2010. It will also elect its bureau for the biennium 2009-2010, and prepare a draft resolution to be submitted to the Economic and Social Council for adoption at its 2009 substantive session, on the basis of the drafts submitted by its sub-committees.
Website:

http://www.unece.org/trans/main/dgdb/dgcomm/ac10age.html

	11-12
	Task Force on Electronic Information Tools 
Focal point: Michael Stanley-Jones
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2442
E-mail: michael.stanley-jones@unece.org

	The 7th meeting of the Task Force will discuss activities in support of the 2009-2011 work programme and explore new initiatives in electronic public participation. The Task Force will feature a Forum on Information Clearinghouses on 11 December.

Website: http://www.unece.org/env/pp/eTools_mtgs.htm


	15 (pm)-18
	Executive Body for the Convention on Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution 

Focal point: Keith Bull 

Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2354

E-mail: keith.bull@unece.org


	The 26th session of the Executive Body will review activities and plan future work. In particular, it is expected to take note of work on revision of the 1999 Gothenburg Protocol and agree a timetable for completion of this task. It will consider proposals for revision of the Protocol on Persistent Organic Pollutants and new substances proposed for addition to the Protocol annexes. Parties are expected to agree new guidelines for estimating and reporting their emissions, and discuss draft guidelines for reporting on the monitoring and modelling of air pollution effects. They will also discuss elements for a long-term strategy for the Convention and its bodies. The Executive Body is expected to decide upon further action that might result from the conclusions of the recent workshop on Air Pollution and Climate Change: Developing a framework for integrated co-benefits strategies. At the request of the Executive Body, invitations to the session are once again extended to all United Nations member States.

Website: http://www.unece.org/env/lrtap/ExecutiveBureau/welcome.26.html


	17-19
	Compliance Committee (Aarhus Convention)
Focal point: Jeremy Wates 

Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2384

E-mail: jeremy.wates@unece.org 


	At its 22nd meeting the Committee is expected, among other things, to discuss the subject matter of communication ACCC/C/2007/22 (France), to review any new information with regard to communications ACCC/C/2007/21 (EC), ACCC/C/2008/23 (United Kingdom), ACCC/C/2008/24 (Spain), ACCC/C/2008/27 (United Kingdom) and ACCC/C/2008/28 (Denmark) and to consider admissibility of any new communications received. The Committee will also review the follow-up on the relevant decisions on compliance and on reporting adopted at the 3rd meeting of the Parties. 

Website: http://www.unece.org/env/pp/compliance.htm 


	19
	Ad Hoc Group of Experts on Energy Efficiency Investments for Climate Change Mitigation 
Focal point: Alexandre Chachine
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2451
E-mail: alexandre.chachine@unece.org


	The 12th meeting of the Ad Hoc Group of Experts on Energy Efficiency Investments for Climate Change Mitigation will review developments in the Financing Energy Efficiency Investments for Climate Change Mitigation Project focusing on the results of the assessment missions to participating countries, outcome of the tendering process for the selection of three Project contractors, implementation of grants by the National Participating Institutions, and draft work plan for the second year of Project operations.
Website: http://www.unece.org/energy/se/docs/eneffadhoc12.html



JUST ISSUED
Second Environmental Performance Review - Kazakhstan 

Sales # E.08.II.E.11 – ISBN 978-92-1-116989-8 – US$ 35 - E (R forthcoming)
Towards a Knowledge-Based Economy – Europe and Central Asia: Internet Development and Governance 

Discussion Paper Series No. 1 

ECE/OES/2008/1 – July 2008
International Forest Fire News # 33 
ECE/TIM/IFFN/2006/2 


If you need more information do not hesitate to contact us: Information Unit, United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE), Palais des Nations, Room 329-3, CH-1211 Geneva 10,�Phone:  +41(0)22 917 44 44, Fax:  +41(0)22 917 05 05, E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:info.ece@unece.org" �info.ece@unece.org�,�or have a look at our website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.unece.org/" �http://www.unece.org�











� Not an official record; for information only.      Unless otherwise specified, meetings are held in the Palais des Nations, Geneva.





