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	Dates
	Title
	Comments

	31 March-1
	Workshop on National Wood Resource Balances 
Focal point: Sebastian Hetsch
Phone: +41 (0)22 917 4170
E-mail: info.timber@unece.org

	This workshop will: 

· Review the verified results of the background paper to the UNECE/FAO Policy Forum (10 Oct. 2007) on “Wood resources availability and demands”, and discuss its conclusions and findings on data gaps and weaknesses;

· Outline a framework (priorities, best practices, resources) for empirical research in countries in the UNECE region to share and improve data on wood sources and uses, including on wood energy;

· Discuss and coordinate efforts to fund research activities.

Website: http://www.unece.org/trade/timber/workshops/2008/wood-balance/


	31 March-1
	Steering Committee on Education for Sustainable Development (ESD)
Focal point: Angela Sochirca
Phone: +41 (0)22 917 2064
E-mail:  esd@unece.org

	Following the extension of the mandate of the UNECE Steering Committee on ESD at the Sixth Ministerial Conference “Environment for Europe” (Belgrade, 10-12 October 2007), the third meeting will consider and decide on, amongst other maters, the Work Plan of Implementation for Phase II of the Strategy (2008-2010). The meeting will also address the issue of competence in ESD in the education sector during a panel discussion. The annotated provisional agenda and other documents for this meeting are posted on the UNECE website. 

Website: http://www.unece.org/env/esd/SC.Meet.htm


	31 March (pm) - 4
	Working Party on Lighting and Light-Signalling (GRE)
Focal point: Edoardo Gianotti

Phone: +41 (0)22 917 2422

E-mail: edoardo.gianotti@unece.org
	As a subsidiary body of the World Forum for Harmonization of Vehicle Regulations (WP.29), GRE will resume, during its 59th session, the consideration of a range of items proposed to improve regulatory provisions concerning the lighting and light-signalling devices of wheeled vehicle, particularly regarding an improved conspicuity of light-signalling devices and the installation of LED headlamps on motor vehicles as well as the installation of high-intensity discharge (HID) headlamps on motorcycles.  The possibilities to develop global technical regulations such as harmonized passing beam pattern for headlamps, front fog lamps, Adaptive Front-Lighting Systems (AFS) and installation of lighting and light-signalling devices on motorcycles will also be considered.

Website: select GRE in http://www.unece.org/trans/main/welcwp29.htm

	1
Berlin
	International Conference “Water Unites - New Prospects for Cooperation and Security”
Focal point: Bo Libert
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2396
E-mail: bo.libert@unece.org
	Organized by Federal Foreign Office (AA) in cooperation with Capacity Building International, Germany (InWEnt) and UNECE.


	1-3
Sibiu, Romania
	Consultation and training session for points of contact 
Focal point: Lukasz Wyrowski
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 4053
E-mail: lukasz.wyrowski@unece.org
	The Parties to the UNECE Convention on the Transboundary Effects of Industrial Accidents adopted the UNECE Industrial Accident Notification (IAN) System for the purpose of industrial accident notification and mutual assistance. To operate the system Parties have designated points of contact, who are meeting periodically. The objectives of their current – third consultation are to:

(a) Review the effectiveness of the UNECE IAN System on the basis of the results of the System’s tests;
(b) Share experience and good practice on the functioning and organization of work of points of contact; 

(c) Deliver a practical training for points of contact personnel on the use of the Web-based application for notification under the IAN System.

Website: http://www.unece.org/env/teia/welcome.htm


	2-3
	Joint ECE/FAO Working Party on Forest Economics and Statistics 
Focal point: Alex McCusker
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2880
E-mail: info.timber@unece.org

	Room V.
In addition to reviewing work in markets and statistics, forest resource assessment and outlook studies, the Working Party will feature an in-session seminar on potential wood supply.  This year, as part of the Strategic Review of the Integrated UNECE/FAO Programme of Work, the Working Party will review its own functioning.  There will also be a discussion of the methods used, problems and successes of the recently published "State of Europe's Forest 2007", the most comprehensive look at forestry in Europe ever.  Information is available at http://www.unece.org/trade/timber/docs/stats-sessions/stats-30/stats-30.htm
The Working Party meeting is immediately preceded by a Workshop on National Wood Resource Balances (31 March-1 April) (http://www.unece.org/trade/timber/workshops/2008/wood-balance/welcome.htm)



	2-4
	International Conference on “Strengthening Integration of the Economies in Transition into the World Economy through Economic Diversification”
Focal point: José Palacín
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 1643
E-mail: jose.palacin@unece.org
	The Conference, which is jointly organized by the Development Policy and Analysis Division of the UN DESA and the Committee on Economic Cooperation and Integration of the UNECE, will address important policy-relevant issues seeking to promote economic diversification and further integration of the countries with economies in transition into the world economy. The outcomes of the Conference will provide an input for the preparation of the Secretary-General Report on integration of the economies in transition into the world economy for the 63rd session of the General Assembly. A report on the Conference will be presented to the third session of the Committee on Economic Cooperation and Integration (CECI) as an input for the policy discussion on fostering wider and deeper economic integration in the UNECE region envisaged in the Programme of Work for 2008.

Website: http://www.unece.org/ceci/ic.html


	2-4
Tallinn
	24th Task Force meeting of ICP Materials
Focal point:  Matti Johansson
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2358
E-mail: matti.johansson@unece.org


	The meeting reviews the effects of air pollution on materials, including historic and cultural monuments, in particular the exposure of materials at test sites in 2008 and mapping increased risk for corrosion and stock of materials. This International Cooperative Programme (ICP) operates under the Working Group on Effects of the Convention on Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution (LRTAP).
Website: http://www.corr-institute.se/ICP-Materials/


	3-4
	Informal meeting on statistics on transportation of gas 
Focal point:  Ould Khou Sid'Ahmed 

Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2421

E-mail: ould.khou.sid'ahmed@unece.org
	Website:

http://www.unece.org/trans/main/wp6/transstatwp6report.html


	7-8
Belgrade
	Gas Centre Task Force on the Implementation of the EU Gas Directives

Focal point: Tans Van-Kleef
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2443
E-mail: tans.van-kleef@unece.org

	Website: http://www.gascentre.unece.org


	7-9
Dubrovnik, Croatia
	Implementation Committee
Focal point: Albena Karadjova
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2345
E-mail: albena.karadjova@unece.org
	At its twenty-first meeting, the Implementation Committee of the Convention on Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution will continue to review compliance by Parties with their obligations under the Protocols to the Convention, including compliance with reporting obligations and emission reduction obligations of individual Parties. It will also initiate the in-depth reviews of the Protocol on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) and the Protocol on Heavy Metals. The Committee will report on its work and make recommendations to the twenty-sixth session of the Executive Body to the Convention in December 2008.

Website: http://www.unece.org/env/lrtap/welcome.html


	7-11
Rome
	Joint UNEP/Task Force on Hemispheric Transport of Air Pollution workshop on the intercontinental transport of mercury and persistent organic pollutants

Focal point: Keith Bull
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2354

E-mail: keith.bull@unece.org


	The workshop is organized joint under the UNEP Global Partnership on Atmospheric Mercury Transport and Fate Research and the Task Force on Hemispheric Transport of Air Pollution of the Convention on Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution; it is hosted by the Italian Government. The workshop will cover a range of issues with particular focus on the modelling of the intercontinental movement of mercury and persistent organic pollutants.
Website: http://www.htap.org


	7-11
Luxembourg
	
	

	7-9
	Joint ECE/Eurostat/OECD Meeting on Management of Statistical Information Systems (MSIS)

Focal point: Juraj Riecan

Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 3328

E-mail: juraj.riecan@unece.org
	The Meeting is primarily intended for informatics managers from National Statistical Offices and other concerned national and international agencies; and statisticians and IT specialists responsible for the coordination, planning and management of complex projects in the field of statistical information processing. 

Website: http://www.unece.org/stats/documents/2008.04.msis.htm


	9-11
	Joint ECE/Eurostat/OECD Meeting on Statistical Metadata (METIS)
Focal point: Juraj Riecan

Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 3328

E-mail: juraj.riecan@unece.org
	The aim of the meeting is to exchange experience among statisticians and other experts and to identify best practices in the field of statistical metadata, including concepts and classifications of the statistical process of data collection, processing and dissemination. 

Website: http://www.unece.org/stats/documents/2008.04.metis.htm


	7-11
Mexico City
	12th UN/CEFACT Forum

Focal point: Serguei Kouzmine

Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2771

E-mail:serguei.kouzmine@unece.org
	The five permanent groups of UN/CEFACT meet in a week-long Forum to work on UN/CEFACT trade facilitation recommendations and electronic business standards.
Website: http://www.unece.org/cefact/cf_forums/Mexico_2008/index.htm


	10-11
	International Conference “Investing in innovation: promoting new opportunities in the UNECE region”
Focal point: José Palacín
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 1643
E-mail: jose.palacin@unece.org
	The Conference will provide a platform for the exchange of views and experiences on best practices and policies on the financing of innovation, with the participation of government experts, executives from financial institutions, investors and academics. The outcomes of the Conference will provide an input for the formulation of policy recommendations on improving the regulatory environment for the financing of innovation-related activities, which will be discussed at the third session of the Committee on Economic Cooperation and Integration.
Website: http://www.unece.org/ceci/fid.html


	10-11
	Informal Ad Hoc Expert Group on Conceptual and Technical Aspects of Computerization of the TIR Procedure (14th session)

Focal Point: André Sceia 
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 1313
E-mail: andre.sceia@unece.org

	The main objective of the fourteenth session will be to discuss the structure and content of electronic messages as well as fallback scenarios. The Expert Group will also discuss a questionnaire on the financial implications of the national implementations of eTIR. 

Website: http://www.unece.org/trans/bcf/adhoc/conc_tech/conc_tech_index.htm 

Agenda: http://www.unece.org/trans/bcf/adhoc/conc_tech/documents/ECE-TRANS-WP30-GE1-2008-01e.pdf


	14-15
Malinska, Island Krk, Croatia
	Workshop on the protection of groundwater as a source of drinking water in karst areas

Focal point: Sonja Koeppel

Phone: +41 (0)22 9171218

E-mail: sonja.koeppel@unece.org

	The Workshop is organized within the framework of the current programme of work for the Protocol on Water and Health to the UNECE Water Convention. It aims to promote exchange of experience on the protection, sustainable utilization and management of karst groundwater resources, and to facilitate the establishment of a network of professionals working in karst groundwater management. The Workshop will address health-related risks for drinking water quality due to karst groundwater contamination. It will bring together groundwater and health managers, policymakers and technical experts, and will provide a platform for sharing information and experience on groundwater management, potential diseases related to drinking water, and potential pollution and deterioration of groundwater.

	14 (pm)-
17 (am)
	Working Group on Strategies and Review 
Focal point: Albena Karadjova
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2345
E-mail: albena.karadjova@unece.org
	The Working Group will negotiate draft amendments to the Protocol on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) with the aim of presenting them to the twenty-sixth session of the Executive Body of the Convention on Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution. It will also start negotiations on further obligations to reduce emissions and revising the Gothenburg Protocol on Acidification, Eutrophication and Ground-level Ozone. It will further consider how the draft revised Guidelines for Reporting Emissions can be further strengthened. 

Website: http://www.unece.org/env/wgs/docs41st%20session.htm


	15-16
	Ad Hoc Group of Experts on Harmonization of Fossil Energy and Mineral Resources Terminology 
Focal point:  Antoine Nunes
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2351
E-mail: antoine.nunes@unece.org 
	The fifth annual session will focus on the final Report of the Special Task Force on Mapping of the United Nations Framework Classification for Fossil Energy and Mineral Resources (UNFC) with regard to other petroleum and minerals classifications.  Discussion will also focus on proposed revisions to the UNFC and a proposed architecture for the UNFC specifications.  
Website: http://unece.org/ie/se/reserves.html


	17-18
	Ad Hoc Expert Group on Environmental Performance Review 
Focal point: Catherine Masson
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2356
E-mail: catherine.masson@unece.org
	Website: http://www.unece.org/env/epr/welcome.htm


	17-18
Bonn, Germany
	11th Joint Task Force meeting on the Health Aspects of Air Pollution

Focal point:  Matti Johansson
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2358
E-mail: matti.johansson@unece.org
	The meeting will evaluate the health risks of particulate matter and ozone from long-range transboundary air pollution. This Task Force, operating under the Working Group on Effects of the LRTAP Convention, is jointly set up by the Convention and WHO. 

Website: http://www.euro.who.int/air/activities/20030528_4 



	18
	Ad Hoc Group of Experts on Hinterland Connections of Seaports 

Focal point:  Jaromir Cekota 

Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2445

E-mail: jaromir.cekota@unece.org 


	Website:  http://www.unece.org/trans/main/wp5/wp5.html


	21
	Intersecretariat Working Group on National Accounts (ISWGNA)
Focal point: Tihomira Dimova
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 1906
E-mail: tihomira.dimova@unece.org
	In February this year, Volume I of the Revised 1993 System of National Accounts was presented for adoption by the UN Statistical Commission (SC). The ISWGNA will hold its first meeting after the SC in Geneva, in order to discuss follow-up work and to coordinate the preparation of Volume II.


	21-22
Rome
	First Meeting of the Task Force on Extreme Weather Events under the Protocol on Water and Health to the UNECE Water Convention

Focal point: Francesca Bernardini

Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2463

E-mail: francesca.bernardini@unece.org

	The Task Force will consider implementation of its mandate related to preparation of guidelines on the safe operation of water supply and sanitation facilities in urban and rural areas in case of short term critical situations, and to preparation of a strategy paper on how to cope with the potential impact of climate change, and on adaptation and mitigation programmes for water supply and sanitation. The Task Force will also discuss, among other issues, cooperation with the Protocol’s Task Force on Surveillance and the Task Force on Water and Climate established under the Water Convention.

Website: http://www.unece.org/env/water/meetings/documents_TFEWE.htm

	21-23
	COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY, 15th session

Focal point: Christina von Schweinichen 

Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2388

E-mail:christina.schweinichen@unece.org
	Website: http://unece.org/env/cep/15thsession.html


	23 (pm)


	Bureau of the Committee on Environmental Policy 

Focal point: Christina von Schweinichen 

Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2388

E-mail: christina.schweinichen@unece.org
	Website: http://unece.org/env/cep/membership_and_bureau.htm


	21-23
Vienna
	Work session on statistical data editing
Focal point: Juraj Riecan

Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 3328

E-mail: juraj.riecan@unece.org
	The meeting focuses on methods and evaluation, with particular emphasis on quality related issues.  The target audience are statisticians dealing with editing and imputation of statistical data derived from surveys, censuses, and administrative sources and spanning various subject-matter areas, both social and economic. 

Website: http://www.unece.org/stats/documents/2008.04.sde.htm


	21-24
	Joint ECE/OECD/Eurostat Meeting on National Accounts 
Focal point: Tihomira Dimova

                     Tiina Luige
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 1906

             +41 (0) 22 917 1097

E-mail: tihomira.dimova@unece.org

              tiina.luige@unece.org


	The meeting will include three modules.

The first module, a special session for transition economies, will deal with measuring the non-observed economy: illegal activities, services provided by individual entrepreneurs, and the cost of owner-occupied dwellings. The session will also provide an introduction to the measurement of capital services and the treatment of Research and Development as recommended by the 1993 SNA Rev.1.
In the second part experts from the UNECE and OECD countries will discuss the strategy for implementation of the revised global statistical standard System of National Accounts 1993 and how the proposed changes will impact the measurement of GDP. 

The third module will be devoted to the research agenda of the newly formed Working Group of the Impact of Globalization on National Accounts. The objective of the Group is to review the main distortions in the compilation of national accounts caused by the globalization of economies and to develop proposals on how to deal with these distortions and improve the data quality.
Website: http://www.unece.org/stats/documents/2008.04.sna.htm


	21 (pm)-25
	Working Party on General Safety Provisions (GRSG)
Focal point: Paul Rabar 

Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 4031

E-mail:paul.rabar@unece.org
	As a subsidiary body of the World Forum for Harmonization of Vehicle Regulations (WP.29), GRSG will resume, during its 94th session, a range of amendments to UNECE Regulations related to vehicle general safety requirements, in particular buses and coaches (sleeper coaches, provisions for driver's workplace, etc.), drivers' field of vision, devices for indirect vision, vehicle underrun protection, safety glazing and provisions concerning the protection against fire risks.

Website: select GRSG in http://www.unece.org/trans/main/welcwp29.htm


	21-25
Bern
	
	

	21-23


	18th Workshop of the Coordination Centre for Effects (CCE) 

Focal point:  Matti Johansson
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2358
E-mail: matti.johansson@unece.org
	The workshop discusses the first results of the call for data on ecosystem critical loads, in particular empirical critical loads of nitrogen and robustness of impacts. CCE operates for ICP Modelling and Mapping under the Working Group on Effects of the LRTAP Convention.
Website: http://www.rivm.nl/cce/


	24-25
	24th Task Force meeting of ICP Modelling and Mapping

Focal point:  Matti Johansson
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2358
E-mail: matti.johansson@unece.org
	The meeting reviews the recent activities on the modelling and mapping of critical levels and loads and air pollution effects, risks and trends, with particular emphasis on the assessment of nitrogen effects, including links to other policy areas. 
Website: http://www.oekodata.com/icpmapping/index.html


	23-25
Bordeaux, France
	Task Force on Measurements and Modelling
Focal point: Albena Karadjova
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2345
E-mail: albena.karadjova@unece.org
	The Task Force will review and discuss the implementation of the 2004-2009 EMEP monitoring strategy, the field measurements campaigns in 2008-2009, as well as the modelling of urban particulate matter (PM) increments and the further improvement of the Unified EMEP model. It will also discuss links between air quality and climate change and the possibility to use satellite data for monitoring of air pollution. The Task Force will report on the results of its work to the thirty-second session of the EMEP Steering Body to the Convention on Long-range transboundary Air Pollution in September 2008.

Website: http://www.unece.org/env/tfmm/welcome.html


	24 (pm)-25
	CES/OECD Task Force on Intellectual Property Products
Focal point: Tihomira Dimova
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 1906
E-mail: tihomira.dimova@unece.org
	UNECE will host a meeting of the OECD Task Force on Intellectual Property Products. Following a request from the UN Statistical Commission, the Task Force is developing a handbook providing guidance on the derivation of capital measures of Research and Development (R&D) and other intellectual property products. 

	25
	Working Group on Impact of Globalization on National Accounts (WGGNA): Meeting of the Leadership Group 
Focal point: Tihomira Dimova
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 1906
E-mail: tihomira.dimova@unece.org
	The WGGNA will hold its first meeting in Geneva, back-to back with the Joint Meeting on National Accounts. Based on the proposals made by the WGGNA, the Leadership Group will prepare a detailed programme of work and expected deliverables. One of the outcomes will be operational guidelines for the recording of goods sent abroad for processing and merchanting.

Website: http://www.unece.org/stats/documents/0000.00.wggna-lg.htm

	28-29
WHO Geneva
	THE PEP Steering Committee 
Focal point: Brinda Wachs
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 2452
E-mail: brinda.wachs@unece.org
	The sixth session of the Steering Committee of the Pan-European Programme on Transport, Health and Environment (THE PEP) will:

· Continue preparations for the upcoming Third High-level Meeting (3HLM) on Transport, Health and Environment, to be hosted by the Government of the Netherlands on 22-23 January 2009;

· Approve reports for the 3HLM, including a review of developments in transport, health and environment (1997-2007) and a political declaration on renewed commitments by Governments to promote environmentally sustainable transport and the integration of health and environmental concerns into transport policy;

· Prepare a subregional workshop on Sustainable and Healthy Urban Transport in EECCA/SEE, scheduled to take place in July 2009 in Moldova, with support from the Government of Switzerland.

For further information: http://www.thepep.org/en/welcome.htm


	28-30
	Special Session of the Timber Committee on the Strategic Review and Plan of the UNECE/FAO Integrated Programme on Timber and Forestry
Focal point: Franziska Hirsch 

Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 24 80

E-mail: franziska.hirsch@unece.org
	Website:

http://www.unece.org/trade/timber/strategic_review/2007-2008/strategic-review.htm


	28-30
	Meeting of the Specialized Section on Standardization of Meat 
Focal point: Claudio Meza
Phone: +41 (0) 22 917 1366
E-mail: claudio.meza@unece.org
	The Specialized Section will consider the proposal of the new standards for Duck Meat – Carcases and Parts and Edible Meat Co-Products (also known as Fancy Meats). 

Following the recommendation of the Specialized Section in its annual session in 2007, the meeting will also consider draft texts of revised standards for eggs-in-shell and for egg products. 

The participants will be invited to review the draft and propose changes / amendments and decide whether the text should be submitted to the Working Party for approval.

Website: http://www.unece.org/trade/agr/meetings/ge.11/2008-in-session.htm




If you need more information do not hesitate to contact us: Information Unit, United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE), Palais des Nations, Room 356, CH-1211 Geneva 10,�Phone:  +41(0)22 917 44 44, Fax:  +41(0)22 917 05 05, E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:info.ece@unece.org" �info.ece@unece.org�,�or have a look at our website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.unece.org/" �http://www.unece.org�











� Not an official record; for information only.      Unless otherwise specified, meetings are held in the Palais des Nations, Geneva.





