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1947
Establishment of the Panel on 
Housing Problems
UNECE has taken over the 
responsibility for tackling 
shortage of housing in 
post-war Europe from the 
Emergency Economic 
Committee for Europe (EECE). 
The Panel held its �rst session 
in Geneva in October 1947.

1951
UNECE Housing Committee
The Panel was given a wider 
scope of work and thus, was 
established as an independent 
UNECE Housing Committee.

1996
Meeting of O�cials on Land 
Administration (MOLA)
The scope of work of the 
Committee was extended to 
include urban planning and land 
use and thus, MOLA was 
established.

1997
Housing and Urban Management 
Advisory Network (HUMAN)
The Committee established 
HUMAN as its advisory network to 
support the Committee’s 
programme of work.

1999
Working Party on Land 
Administration (WPLA)
From MOLA to WPLA. The group 
was granted a standing character 
by the UNECE Commission in 
recognition of its work in the 
promotion of land privatization 
and land registration systems in 
the UNECE region and of the need 
for such work to continue.

1958
Annual Bulletin of Housing 
and Building Statistics for 
Europe 1957
First in the series of Annual 
Bulletin of Housing and 
Building Statistics in Europe 
was published.

1965
A Statistical Survey of the 
Housing Situation in European 
Countries Around 1960
First survey of the housing 
situation in European countries 
was published.

1986
The Human Settlements Situation in 
the ECE Region
First survey of the human settlements 
situation in the UNECE region was 
published.

1993
New programme of work: 
“Country Pro�les on the Housing 
Sector
The only studies at country level that 
provides in-depth analysis of 
country-speci�c housing, urban 
development and land management 
policies, strategies, institutional and 
�nancial framework, and contains 
policy recommendations. The �rst 
project was the pro�le for Bulgaria in 
1996. Since then, 17 countries in Central 
and Eastern Europe and Central Asia 
have been reviewed.

2000
Ministerial Meeting endorsed 
the “UNECE Strategy for a 
Sustainable Quality of Life in 
Human Settlements in the 
21st Century”
The Strategy was UNECE’s 
contribution to the 2001 
special session of the United 
Nations General Assembly on 
the review and appraisal of 
progress in the global 
implementation of the Habitat 
Agenda.

2009
“Green Homes”
First publication to tackle 
energy e�ciency in housing, 
the housing sector being a 
major consumer of energy, was 
published.

2009
“Self-Made Cities: In search of 
sustainable solutions for 
informal settlements in the 
UNECE region”
The study addresses the 
phenomenon of informal 
settlements in the region and 
identi�es policy responses.
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2012
REM Advisory Group
The Committee discontinued 
the work of HUMAN as 
Advisory Group and REM 
became an advisory body to 
both the Committee and WPLA.

2013
Ministerial meeting approved 
the Strategy for Sustainable 
Housing 2014-2020
The Strategy guides the work of 
the Committee in ful�lling its 
mandate - “to promote the 
sustainable development of 
human settlements in the 
UNECE region while fostering 
economic and social prosperity 
and supporting democratic 
governance”.

2016
Habitat III Regional Report
Report of the UNECE 
region to HABITAT III. 
Regional perspectives help 
shape the New Urban 
Agenda adopted at Habitat 
III Conference in Quito.

2017
Ministerial meeting adopted the 
Geneva Ministerial Declaration on 
Sustainable Housing and Urban 
Development
The Ministerial Declaration promotes 
the implementation of the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development, 
the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk 
Reduction , the Paris Agreement on 
climate change, the Addis Ababa Action 
Agenda on Financing for Development, 
the UN-Habitat Global Housing 
Strategy, the Geneva UN Charter on 
Sustainable Housing, the International
Guidelines on Urban and Territorial 
Planning, and the Strategy for 
Sustainable Housing and Land 
Management in the ECE Region for the 
Period 2014-2020.

2014
The Geneva UN Charter on Sustainable Housing
The Charter was approved by the Committee after 
two years of negotiations and was o�cially 
endorsed by UNECE on 16 April 2015.

2014
United Smart Cities
The multi-stakeholder project United Smart Cities 
was launched. It aims to address the major urban 
issues in medium-sized cities in countries with 
economies in transition in the UNECE region and 
supports the implementation of the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development.

2016
United for Smart Sustainable Cities 
Initiative (U4SSC)
The U4SSC initiative was launched jointly 
with the International 
Telecommunication Union (ITU) in 
response to SDG 11: “Make cities and 
human settlements inclusive, safe, 
resilient and sustainable”. Currently 16 
UN bodies joined the initiative.
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With its partner organizations, UNECE serves as a central 
contact point for any country within the region that 
needs advice or information on sustainable housing, 
urban development, and land administration and 
management, as well as a neutral platform for the 
exchange of experience, knowledge and best practices. 

We regularly publish studies on common housing, urban 
development, and land administration and management 
problems in the region, looking at causes and 
recommending solutions.

We organize national and international training courses, 
workshops and conferences to disseminate good ideas 
and best practices and to elaborate national action plans 
in cooperation with governments. 

We are inviting expressions of interest from member 
States, the private sector, and non-governmental and 
international organizations to provide expert support for 
the activities of the UNECE Committee on Housing and 
Land Management.
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