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Item 4 (a) of the provisional agenda

Mr. Chair,

Distinguished delegates,

Ladies and gentlemen,


Improving access to safe drinking water in terms of quantity and quality is a key objective of this meeting through the dissemination of the experience of the Parties to the Protocol in formulating and implementing specific policies and increase efficiency and strengthen institutions involved in coordinating national activities with responsibilities in water management, public water supply and public sanitation in order to ensure the conditions for public health protection.

The Protocol is a strong tool in promoting at national level and transboundary context and international protection of human health and welfare within a sustainable development by improving water management to prevent, control and reduce water-related diseases.


Considering these aspects, Romania has supported and will continue to be actively involved in the implementation process of the Protocol so that we can create an appropriate framework for the exchange of expertise and coordination of the implementation of regional activities.

Romania has a significant development in recent years in terms of ensuring appropriate conditions for water quantity and quality, which represents an important element in ensuring public health. Thus, we consider that in recent years a remarkable progress has been achieved related to water-related disease surveillance and alarm systems in determining response. These are important aspects for preventing, controlling and reducing water-related diseases.

Conceptual and strategic changes favorable to the European level in the organization and operation of the European network of epidemiology had contributed significantly to the national network of epidemiology and epidemiological surveillance system and control of transmissible diseases.

Investments in Romania since 2000 through projects conducted under the Operational Programme for Environment and the National Rural Development Program, financed from European funds, which were added to those financed from national budgets or external loans have made a substantial contribution to ensure drinking water quality at the parameters listed in the European Directive on drinking water in both urban and rural areas. Making such investment activity will continue to be strong, Romania have a deadline for full compliance to this directive in 2015.

In addition were made and will make efforts to municipal wastewater collection and properly wastewater treatment for them all agglomerations of more than 2,000 inhabitants.

Romania pays a special attention to public education system and public consultation on relevant issues relating to water quality having regard that the water protection, operation and maintenance of water infrastructure need also involvement and financial support of the population. In this respect the involved partners in water management and water issues in our country continue to improve communication at all levels between ministries, local authorities, NGOs, private sector, consumers, and partners from neighboring countries.

Also, I would like to mention that during this year two legal documents were signed with Republic of Moldova: a Memorandum of Understanding between the ministries of environment regarding the environmental cooperation, and an Intergovernmental Agreement on cooperation for the protection and sustainable use of Prut and Danube Rivers. We consider that these tools will lead either to improve or at least maintain the current parameters of the Prut and Danube water quality and will improve the quality of human life by promoting measures and actions taken by the two parties on the environment and waters. 

In conclusion I wish to express my hope that this meeting will be a good opportunity to exchange the experience among participants and to determine future directions for actions in the fields of water and health.
Thank you!
