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Meeting of the Parties to the Protocol on Water and Health to the Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes

Bucharest, 23-25 November 2010

STATEMENT BY THE DELEGATION FROM FINLAND

Item 4(a) of the provisional agenda

Finland has worked actively to integrate the implementation of the Protocol in the national activities in different sectors, not only in the health and environment sector. 

Information on waterborne outbreaks has been systematically collected and analyzed through an obligatory notification system, which has decreased the detection limit of waterborne outbreaks. Due to enhanced knowledge on waterborne outbreaks targeted legislative, management and informative actions have been and will be taken to improve the production and delivery of safe drinking water and to minimize the numbers of waterborne outbreaks and persons exposed to them.

Since 2006 the Health Act requires preparedness of water utilities and health protection authorities for exceptional situations and an obligatory test on water hygiene and technologies for all personnel whose work may influence the quality of drinking water. A similar obligation for water utilities to increase preparedness for exceptional situations, to prepare a risk management plan and, accordingly, to take necessary control measures, has recently been proposed to the Water Services Act. 
A guidance report covering several types of exceptional situations and emphasizing comprehensive risk assessment and management of water supplies was published in 2006. The principle is to prevent incidents in the first place and to minimize their harmful impacts. Another guidebook on operation and maintenance of small waterworks was also published in 2006 in order to give help and advice on maintenance and serve as a handbook of water hygiene issues for the operators of small treatment plants.
The Government adopted in 2009 the River Basin Management Plans that set the environment quality objectives for the surface waters and groundwater in the whole country.  The plans include concrete measures to achieve good ecological and chemical water quality status, thus contributing to achievement of the Water and Health targets. 

Finland launched Wider Europe Initiative in 2008 which is part of Finland`s Development policy. The Initiative works to ensure sustainable water management in Eastern Europe, the South Caucasus and Central Asia. It is based on the needs of the partner countries, but it also promotes the implementation of UNECE legal instruments on water, the EU Water Initiative, and the UN millennium Development Goals on water. Finland has been actively involved in drafting the 2nd assessment of transboundary waters in the UNECE region to be published in the ministerial conference "Environment for Europe" in Astana. 

Project Facilitation Mechanism has proved to be a useful tool in helping countries with limited resources to prepare e.g. their target setting documents. Finland supports the proposal to remove "ad hoc" from the name of The Facilitation Mechanism" in order to underline the permanent status of the mechanism as one the important instrument in the overall implementation process of the Protocol.
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