Addition to the report on the measure to implement decision II/5a

Kazakhstan’s compliance with its obligations under the Aarhus Convention

1. The first report on the implementation by Kazakhstan of decision II/5a (in 2005) mentioned that already in November 2004, the Ministry of Environment of Kazakhstan with the support of OSCE published Guidance Memo on processing requests for environmental information. The Memo was aimed at familiarizing the civil servants with the main provisions of the Aarhus Convention related to those issues and situations that take place in their work with public requests for information.

The memo includes detailed information on the relevant requirements of the Convention and the Kazakh legislation, on distribution of responsibilities related to work with environmental information among various public authorities and organizations, as well as information on websites of the key agencies containing environmental information. The memo covers all the provisions of article 4 of the Aarhus Convention and is aimed at implementing them as norms having direct legal effect.  

The Memo was published in 500 copies in Kazakh and Russian and was presented at public hearings in 7 cities of Kazakhstan. In addition, the Memo was submitted to the Deputy Prime-Minister and sent to the relevant ministries and agencies, local authorities, regional branches of the ministry of environment and the courts at various levels.
Currently, the text of this document in Russian and English is available from the websites of the Ministry of Environment and OSCE. The work on familiarizing civil servants with the Memo continues.
2. Currently, the employees of the Ministry of Environment participate actively in the work of the Regional Coordination Committee (RCC) created within the supported by the European Commission project on Public participation and support to civil society in implementation of the Aarhus Convention. 
The main aim of the ECC is provision of support to the Central Asian countries in matters of public access to information, due account of public opinion in environmental decision-making, establishing a dialogue between key stakeholders.

The Supreme Court of Kazakhstan is actively involved in the implementation of this project. It proposed the following;
· Research in the field of improvements in judicial and administrative procedures with the aim of speeding up the proceedings;

· Selection and training of trainers for the Institute of Justice of the Academy of Government;

· Seminars, conferences and other events with the participation of international experts;

· Exchange of information with other Parties to the Aarhus Convention.

It is planned that within the framework of this project specific proposals related to GMOs and PRTR will be considered and made, as well as assistance to the work of the Aarhus Center will be provided.

Director of Sustainable Development and Analytical Support of the Ministry of Environment, Mr. Bekhniyaz, has been appointed the Chairperson of the RCC. 

3. Regulation of the Government of Kazakhstan of 21 December 2005 number 1262 established Government of Kazakhstan Coordination Council on cooperation with non-governmental organizations (NGOs)

The Ministry of Environment is a permanent member of this council, and supports all the decisions related to awareness-raising among the environmental NGOs and their integration into the environmental protection activities. 
4. By Order of the Minister of Environment an Information Center has been established as a part of the Information-analytical center of the Ministry. Furthermore, a government-funded Aarhus Center is being established within the Information Center of the Ministry. 
In addition, the Ministry of Environment is currently undertaking the establishment of webportal “Electronic Environment” which will contain all the new environmental legislation, information on activities of environmental authorities, direct interactive contact with the stakeholders. The portal will start functioning in the third quarter of 2008.

5. Kazakhstan has ratified the Aarhus Convention and fully supports and implements its provisions. 
Kazakhstan expresses its hope to receive full support and positive attitude from the Economic Commission for Europe in connection with the future developments related to this important international instrument. 
