
Summary of the communicant’s viewpoints in the open session of 11 March 2020 on the First 
progress review regarding the first progress report of the Netherlands with regard to the 
Committee’s findings and recommendations on communication ACCC/C/2014/104

1. During the hearing the Party continued to state that they need further explanations as to why
the ACCC concluded that the Netherlands do not comply with Article 6(4) en 6(10) of the 
Aarhus Convention. 

2. The Netherlands further continued to state in its written observations with regard to the LTO  
license of 2013 that ‘the environmental impact of this licence amendment — the review of 
the safety report proving that the technical safety of the nuclear power plant had been 
established until the end of 2033 — was not expected to be greater than or differ from that 
permitted under the existing licence’, completely ignoring the fact that longer exposure to the
risks and environmental impacts of the nuclear power station in itself is an environmental 
impact that should be assessed, as was the basis of the ACCC findings.

3. It is clear from the ACCC Findings that public participation regarding the prolongation of the 
exploitation of the nuclear power plant in Borssele until 2033 did not take place in conformity
with Article 6(4) of the Convention, because the relevant environmental information 
regarding effects such as longer exposure of the population to radiation, greater 
environmental impact due to the changing surroundings of the plant (more industry, more 
inhabitats, newly designated nature protection areas) was not submitted to the public. 

4. Even when a new decision to change the license of the power plant was taken in December 
2018, the Dutch public authorities did not foresee in submitting the life time extension of the 
power plant to public participation concerning the environment at that occasion. 

5. Public participation regarding environmental effects of the nuclear power plant has still not 
taken place. The Netherlands thus still did not fulfil its obligations under Article 6 of the 
Convention. 

6. It was clear on beforehand that submitting a report dating from before 2006 covering some 
environmental aspects of life time extension would not suffice to fulfil the obligations under 
the Aarhus Convention, as not all the relevant environmental effects will be covered by that 
report. 

Conclusion

Because public participation regarding the environmental effects of operation of the Borssele nuclear 
power plant for the period between 2013 and 2033 still is not carried out, it is evident that the 
Netherlands’ breach of Article 6 of the Aarhus Convention is still ongoing. 
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