
Notification under the Nuclear Energy Act (Kernenergiewet) of Definitive Decision concerning NV 
EPZ on Fuel Diversification at Borssele Nuclear Energy Plant 
 
The Minister of Economic Affairs, Agriculture and Innovation hereby announces that he has granted NV 
Elektriciteits-Produktiemaatschappij Zuid-Nederland (hereinafter: EPZ) a licence under the Nuclear 
Energy Act for fuel diversification, including the use of MOX, in the Borssele nuclear power station. EPZ 
has been operating a nuclear power station in Borssele (abbreviated to KCB in Dutch) with a capacity of 
515 MWe since 1973. Enriched uranium is used as fuel for the power station. In the future, EPZ wishes to 
be able to use several types of nuclear fuel (diversification), as a means of reducing the consumption of 
natural uranium and its dependence on the fluctuating price of enriched uranium. EPZ primarily wishes to 
achieve the desired diversification of its nuclear fuel by using mixed oxide fuel (MOX) as a reactor fuel 
alongside enhanced uranium. In addition, EPZ would like greater flexibility to also use uranium elements 
made from compensated enriched recycled uranium, (c)-ERU. This activity requires an amendment to the 
licence pursuant to Articles 15 (a) and (b) and Article 19 (1), of the Dutch Nuclear Energy Act 
(Kernenergiewet). For the purposes of decision-making about the licence application, EPZ has also 
compiled an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). In accordance with the Nuclear Energy Act, the 
Minister of Economic Affairs, Agriculture and Innovation (abbreviated in Dutch to EL&I) is authorised to 
decide on the licence application. 
 
Procedure 
On 8 July 2010, in connection with the intended fuel diversification, a licence application under the 
Nuclear Energy Act, including an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) was received from EPZ. For 
the processing of the EIA, the procedure in accordance with Section 7.6 (old version) of the 
Environmental Management Act of the Netherlands (Wet milieubeheer, Wm) was followed. From 22 July 
until 30 September 2010, the licence application and the EIA were available for inspection and it was 
possible to submit views on the EIA. In addition, an information meeting was held in Heinkenszand on 15 
September 2010, during which it was also possible to submit oral views on the EIA. Two written views 
were submitted in the response to the EIA. On 19 October 2010, the Netherlands Commission for 
Environmental Assessment (Commissie voor de milieueffectrapportage) presented its perspective on the 
EIA in a report outlining its recommendations (toetsingsadvies). For the processing of the licence 
application, the uniform public preparation procedure is being followed in accordance with Chapter 3.4 of 
the General Administrative Law Act (Algemene wet bestuursrecht). In the light of the application, a 
preliminary decision was issued on 7 March 2011 and the requested amendments were agreed to. During 
the period from 10 March 2011 until 9 May 2011, an opportunity was given to present views on the 
preliminary decision. In this period, 123 views on the preliminary decision were received. This 
notification announces the definitive decision and the possibility for appeal. 
 
Definitive decision 
The Competent Authorities granted the definitive decision in a ruling issued on 27 June 2011. The ruling 
was announced to EPZ in a letter dated 27 June 2011. The views submitted in the light of the preliminary 
decision did not result in any amendment to the definitive decision compared to the preliminary version. 
The decision relates in particular to the following changes: 
– Use of mixed oxide fuel elements (MOX). 
– Use of fuel elements with compensated enriched recycled uranium (c-ERU). 
– Revised nuclear safety rules (Conditions II.B.7 and II.B.8). 
– Storage of radioactive waste (Condition II.D.1). 
 
Inspection of definitive decision 
The decision and other relevant documents are available for inspection from 30 June 2011 until 11 August 
2011 at the following locations: 



– Ministry of EL&I Information Centre, Bezuidenhoutseweg 30, The Hague. The Information Centre is 
open from Monday to Friday from 09.00 to 13.00, telephone +31 (0)70-379 89 80. Means of 
identification must be shown in order to enter the Ministry. 

– Public library in the municipality of Borssele, Stengeplein 1, Heinkenszand. The library is open on 
Monday and Wednesday from 14.00 to 20.30 and on Friday from 14.00 to 17.00. 

– Borssele Town Hall, Stenevate 10, Heinkenszand. The Town Hall is open from Monday to Friday 
from 08.30 to 12.30. 

– Province of Zeeland Information Centre, Abdij 6, Middelburg. The dossier can be consulted from 
Monday to Friday from 09.00 to 16.30, telephone +31 (0)118-63 14 00. The decision and other 
relevant documents can also be consulted via the website 
www.rijksoverheid.nl/vergunningaanvragen-kernenergiewet. 

 
Appeal 
Interested parties have until 11 August 2011 to lodge an appeal with the Administrative Law Division of 
the Council of State. Interested parties include those persons whose interests are directly affected by the 
ruling and who have previously submitted a view on the subject or cannot reasonably be reproached for 
not having submitted a view on it. The decision will take effect after the appeal period has elapsed, unless 
a request is made before that date for an interim measure to be taken. The notice of appeal must include 
reasons and be accompanied by the name, date and the address of the submitter. The notice of appeal must 
be addressed to the Administrative Law Division of the Council of State (Afdeling bestuursrechtspraak 
van de Raad van State), Postbus 20019, 2500 EA ’s-Gravenhage. The request for an interim measure to be 
taken must be addressed to the chair of the Administrative Law Division of the Council of State. Court 
registry fees are charged for handling an appeal or a request for an interim measure. Information about the 
procedure and the court registry fees can be obtained from the Council of State, telephone + 31 (0)70-426 
44 26. 
 
Further information 
For further information about the documents, please contact the Nuclear Energy Act Licences 
Consultation Desk (‘Inspraakpunt Kernenergie-wetvergunningen’) on telephone +31 (0)70-379 89 80 or 
by e-mail: Postbus.AanvraagEPZ@mineleni.nl, quoting ‘EPZ Beschikking Brandstofdiversificatie KCB’. 
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