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REGARDING OBJECTIONS AND COMMENTS OF RUDAMINA COMMUNITY DURING
THE PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCEDURE (COMMUNICATION ACCC/C/2013/98)

In the letter of 18 May 2015 the Compliance Committee of the Aarhus Convention asked the Party
concerned to provide an English translation of the full reasoning set out in the competent authority’s
official response document for the decision-making procedure concerning each of issues raised by the
Communicant during the decision-making procedure.

It should be pointed out that the Communicant, as a legal entity, sent its comments only once (6
November 2010) to the competent authority, i.e. Alytus Regional Environmental Department under the
Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania (hereinafter ‘Alytus RED’). The Communicant’s
letter of 26 July 2010 was not addressed to the competent authority. In order to have a comprehensive
view of the situation, a broader systematic approach should be applied, instead of a formalistic one. The
latter would suggest that only comments, which were sent by the Communicant to the Alytus RED should
be taken into consideration. It should be noted that:

1. Pursuant to the national legislation, every public authority deals with requests received from
natural and legal persons and provide answers within its jurisdiction. When a public authority
decides that certain questions (or all questions) do not fall within the jurisdiction of a certain
public authority, the request must be forwarded to the competent institution. That means that
certain questions could have been answered not by Alytus RED, but other competent authorities.
Therefore, all comments provided by the public to any public authority should be treated as the
right way to express public® objections, provide comments and proposals.

2. Some of the comments were sent by the Communicant (dated 26 July 2010, 6 November 2010),
some — by dr. Ramiinas Valiokas (the representative of the Communicant in the proceeding
ACCC/C/98/2013) together with other private persons. All these comments were treated by the
public authorities as received from the public, namely, from the Rudamina community.

The Communicant, as he confirms in his letter of 5 June 2015, sent his requests, comments, proposals to
the following public authorities:

(1) Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania (hereinafter ‘the Ministry of Environment’)

(2) Ministry of Energy of the Republic of Lithuania (hereinafter ‘the Ministry of Energy®)

(3) Department of Cultural Heritage under the Ministry of Culture (hereinafter ‘Department of
Cultural Heritage’)

(4) Municipality of Lazdijai
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(5) Parish of Punsk of the Republic of Poland (hereinafter ‘Parish of Punsk’)

(6) Alytus RED

(7) Office of the President of the Republic of Lithuania (hereinafter ‘Office of the President’)

(8) State Service for Protected Areas under the Ministry of Environment (hereinafter ‘State Service

for Protected Areas’)

The Communicant provided comments in the letters of:

(1) 26 July 2010 (signed by the members of the Association Rudamina Community);

(2) 6 November 2010 (signed by the members of the Association Rudamina Community);
The Communicant received answers from the public authorities, dated:

(1) 2 September 2010 (the Ministry of Environment);

(2) 23 December 2010 (the Ministry of Energy);

(3) 1 December 2010 (Alytus RED),

However, in addition to the comments and answers mentioned by the Communicant, and having in
mind explanations provided above, more comments were received from the members of the
Association Rudamina community, namely:
(1) Letter of 28 July 2010 (signed by four natural persoms, one of them — a member of
Association Rudamina Community, one of them — dr. Ramiinas Valiokas);
(2) Letter of 8 November 2010 (signed by two natural persons, one of them — dr. Ramiinas
Valiokas).
In addition to the answers by public authorities named by the Communicant, other public
authorities were also involved in the communication. Answers were sent by:
(1) The State Service for Protected Areas, dated 3 September 2010 (No. V3-10.7-1403);
(2) The Ministry of Energy, dated 23 November 2010 (No. (11.2-13)-3-3275);
(3) The Ministry of Environment, dated 3 December 2010 (No. (10-3)-D8-11340);
(4) The Ministry of Environment, dated 8 December 2010 (No. (10-3)-D8-11477).

Comprehensive information, regarding public comments and proposals, received during the
implementation of the construction project of a 400 kV overhead power line from the Alytus transformer
substation to the Polish-Lithuanian state border (hereinafter ‘the Project’) and answers from the public
authorities are provided below.

Comments by the members of Association Rudamina Community on the EIA report, dated 26 July
2010 and comments by natural persons on the EIA report, dated 28 July 2010

The Communicant on 26 July 2010 provided its comments and proposals on the EIA report to the
preparer of the EIA documents', the Developer and certain public authorities. However, it should be also
noted that another letter regarding comments on the EIA report of almost identical content was sent by
natural persons (among them ~ dr. Ramiinas Valiokas) two days later (28 July 2010). In order to give a
concentrated view of the answers provided by the public authorities to the issues raised by the
Association Rudamina Community and its members, a table with major objections and responses is
provided below.

! Term “Consultant’ is used by the Communicant.
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