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	Type of information
	COMMUNICATION

	Reference number
	ACCC/C/2009/37

	Submitted by  
	CONFIDENTIALITY REQUESTED

	Date of submission
	14 March 2009

	Party concerned
	Belarus

	Articles concerned

	4.1, 6.2, 6.3, 6.6, 6.7, 6.8, 6.9

	Text of the communication
	Disclaimer: Presence of the text of the communication and other information submitted by the communicant and the Party concerned on this web site does not imply endorsement of their content by the Compliance Committee or by UNECE.

	Summary of case

	The communication concerns access to information and public participation related to decision-making on a hydro power plant (HPP) on Neman river, Belarus, the first phase of which is currently being implemented. The HPP construction is part of the national energy strategy.

The communicants allege that by failing to provide relevant information on the HPP project, the Party concerned is not in compliance with the requirements of article 4, paragraph 1, and article 6, paragraph 6, of the Convention.

The communicants also allege that by failing to notify and consult the public in an adequate manner in the course of decision-making on the HPP project, the Party concerned is not in compliance with article 6, paragraphs 2, 3, 6, 7, 8 and 9, of the Convention.

	Number of supporting documents
	4

	Original language
	English

	Translation
	N/a

	Formal completeness
	Yes

	Confidentiality requested
	Yes, for any information which can be used to identify the communicants, in particular the names of individuals and their addresses.

	Receipt acknowledged
	on 16 March 2009

	Date forwarded to CC
	16 March 2009

	Remarks by secretariat
	Abridged version of communication with all confidential content removed prepared at 23rd meeting of the Committee, to serve as public version of the communication. Implications of confidentiality request discussed by Committee, agreed to invite communicant to consider designating publicly identified partner to represent its interests during discussion of communication.

	Determination on admissibility
	Preliminarily determined admissible at CC-23 (31 March – 3 April 2009).

	Additional information requested from the communicant
	No

	Communication forwarded to the Party
	Yes, by letter of 1 May 2009

	Additional information requested from or points raised with the Party
	Yes, by letter of 1 May 2009 forwarding the communication

	Response due from the Party
	1 October 2009

	Documentation from the Party
	25 November 2009

	Discussion is scheduled for
	CC-26 (15-18 December 2009)

	Draft findings and recommendations
	Preparation of draft findings completed at CC-28 (15-18 June 2010)

	Comments on draft findings and recommendations
	Received from the Party concerned on 1 September 2010, from the communicant on 16 August 2010

	Findings and recommendations
	24 September 2010


� These are the provisions of the Convention cited in the communication. The Committee may determine that different provisions of the Convention are relevant.


� This summary has been prepared by the secretariat to describe the main points of the communication. It has no status as part of the communication.





