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Белорусская Партия «Зеленые»
To: 

Mr. Jeremy Wates, 

Secretary to the Convention on Access to Information, Public Paricipation in Decision-Making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters

Environment, Housing and Land Management Division

UN Economic Commission for Europe

Room 341, Palais des Nations

CH- 1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland

jeremy.wates@unece.org
Copy: 

Ms. Aphrodite Smagadi

Legal Affairs Officer - Aarhus Convention Secretariat

Aphrodite.Smagadi@unece.org
Mr. Thomas Alge,

Head Environmental Law

OEKOBUERO - Coordination office of Austrian Environmental Organisations

(ZVR873642346)

Justice and Environment

Volksgartenstrasse 1, A-1010 Wien (Vienna)

thomas.alge@oekobuero.at
November 24, 2009
Re: Amicus Curiae Memorandum by European ECO Forum 

in the case of Communication to the Aarhus Convention Compliance Committee 

(Ref. ACCC/C/2009/37)

Amicus Curiae Joinder 

Dear Mr.Wates,

We are submitting this letter with regard to Amicus Memorandum submitted by the European Eco Forum Legal Focal in the Aarhus Convention Compliance Committee case in relation to Belarus, Ref.ACCC/C/2009/37. 

With this letter we would like to join the Amicus Memorandum and to fully support the facts and allegations made in the Amicus Memorandum mentioned.

We have been running a public campaign to enable local citizens in Belarus to express their opinion about plans to construct the nuclear power plant (NPP). However, numerous barriers were set up to prevent public informing and participation in a decision regarding NPP construction, including facts properly reflected in the Amicus Memorandum.

On October 9, 2009, we have tried to participate in public hearings on the proposed nuclear power plant construction in Belarus. The hearings were held in Ostrovets town with unprecedented security and logistics arrangements which practically prevented public concerned from expressing their opinion, including the undersigned. As you may know from other sources, one of our invited experts – Andrey Ozharovskiy – was arrested and spent 7 days under administrative arrest when trying to bring NGO written comments into public hearings room.

We strongly support consideration of the facts and allegations made in the Amicus Memorandum mentioned.

Provided the Compliance Committee would decide to discuss in detail this issue at its upcoming meeting in December, 2009, we would be interested to participate. If for procedural reasons or if the Government of Belarus does not specifically grants its consent to discuss NPP issue in the framework of existing case No.ACCC/C/2009/37 (scheduled for discussion in December), we would be in a position to file our concerns as a separate communication.
Should the Compliance Committee decide to consider the issue within pending proceedings of communication No.ACCC/C/2009/37, or to consider it separately, we would be willing to submit additional recent information, especially regarding public hearings held on October 9, 2009.
Please, address all correspondence, if any, related to this motion for a joinder to Tatiana Novikova, novikova@gmail.com, with a copy to Mr.Thomas Alge.
[image: image2.emf]
Best regards,
Irina Sukhy,

Chair person of the Council of Public Association “Ecohome”,

Post box office 30, 220086, Minsk, tel./fax +375 172118340,
e-mail: ecohome.by@gmail.com, irina.cy@gmail.com
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Aleh Novikau
Chair person of the Belarussian Party of “Greens”
Post box 34, post office 220030, Minsk, tel./fax +375 297073678,

e-mail: belgreens.org@gmail.com, leuchkin@gmail.com
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