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	Disclaimer: Presence of the text of the communication and other information submitted by the communicant and the Party concerned  on this web site does not imply endorsement of their content by the Compliance Committee or by UNECE.

	Summary of case

	The communicant alleges that the existing “individual concern” standing criteria for individuals and NGOs to challenge decisions of EC institutions established in the jurisprudence of the European Courts does not fulfill requirements of article 9, paras. 2 to 5, of the Convention. It also alleges that the EC Aarhus Regulation
 also does not fulfill the Convention’s requirements because it does not grants a right of judicial review to individuals or entities such as regions and municipalities and because its scope is limited to appeals against administrative acts of individual nature. The communicant further alleges that the existing uncertainty about the amount of costs the applicant will have to pay in

case it/she/he loses as well as their possibly prohibitive amount are contrary to art. 9, para. 3, of the Convention. The communicant therefore claims that if the jurisprudence of the European Courts is not altered, the European Community will fail to comply with article 9 paragraphs 2 to 5, of the Aarhus Convention by preventing NGOs and individuals from having access to justice with respect to decisions of EC institutions.
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� These are the provisions of the Convention cited in the communication. The Committee may determine that different provisions of the Convention are relevant.


� This summary has been prepared by the secretariat to describe the main points of the communication. It has no status as part of the communication.


� Regulation (EC) No 1367/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 6 September 2006 on the application of the provisions of the Aarhus Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters to Community institutions and bodies





