Re: your request for access to Vetstat
The National Food Institute (Danmarks Fødevare- og Veterinærforskning, DFVF) has now processed your application dated 22 June 2004 for access to “all data” in the GLR/CHR Vetstat register with reference among other things to EU rules on public access to environmental information.

Initially, we can inform you that Vetstat consists of electronic records and is registered with the Danish Data Protection Agency. It is a register of information on prescription only medicine prescribed by veterinary surgeons and includes all prescription medicine prescribed, supplied or used by veterinary surgeons. From the details given in Vetstat it is possible to identify a number of individuals, including veterinary surgeons and farmers, and various situations involving these individuals. On the vetstat.dfvf.dk website you have access to a number of statistical statements calculated on the basis of the information in Vetstat. Among other things, you can follow developments in the use of antibiotics for animals.

Your attention is drawn to the fact that you will receive replies to your requests for access to the register with regard to tax-exempted fertiliser and the register regarding reporting deliveries of fertilisers to a specified number of individuals’ farms from the Danish Plant Directorate.

We can inform you that S. 2(1) of the Act on Access to Environmental Information, which implements Council Directive no. 90/313/EEC on the freedom of access to information on the environment in the EU, stipulates that: “under the terms and conditions of the Act on Public Access to Documents in Public Files and the Public Administration Act, and with the exceptions set out in those Acts, any person is entitled to be appraised of environmental information, cf. however subsections 2-5.”

In accordance with the Danish Access to Public Administration Files Act (Offentlighedsloven), DFVF is not under an obligation to comply with your request, cf. S. 5(2) of that Act: “The right of access does not include registers or other systematic records in which use is made of electronic data processing, with the exception, however, of records as mentioned in S. 5(2).” This qualification refers to the archived records of individual cases and of the documents of the individual case in question. According to its nature, Vetstat is not a record of that type.

Furthermore, it follows from the principle of identification in S. 4(3) of the Danish Access to Public Administration Files Act that there is no obligation to comply with your request for access to “all data”. According to this rule, a request for access must specify the documents or the case for which access is required. One of the consequences of this requirement is that access may not be demanded in order to review an administrative authority’s registers, records or any other similar material of a general nature, with a view to finding cases where one might be interested in gaining access to the documentation.

Access to the register is regulated in SS. 1-3 in executive order no. 537 of 13 June 2001 on access to information in GLR/CHR Vetstat. According to the executive order, the owner or tenant farmer, pharmacists, veterinary surgeons, animal feed producers, veterinary surgeons (sic), and public authorities may, when certain conditions are fulfilled, be given access to the information in the register. According to the facts of the case, you are not included in the group of persons entitled to access. Against this background, we must state that we cannot grant your request for access.

DFVF has in addition considered whether your request could be granted on the basis of the principle of additional access.

However, Vetstat is a very large database, and contains a considerable amount of data. Since 2001, Vetstat has received approximately 3.5 million notifications annually on administration of medicines to animals from veterinary surgeons, pharmacies and animal feed producers. The register itself is stored electronically on a server, and without processing that will require considerable expenditure of resources, it is not possible to transfer it to an easily accessible IT format or text that can be forwarded. Added to this, DFVF would be obliged to make use of external consultants to carry out the practical process of making these transfers, which would entail very considerable administrative costs.

Finally, we must inform you that any complaint about this decision may be addressed to:

The Ministry for Food, Agriculture and Fishery
Departementet
Holbergsgade 2,
1057 Copenhagen K
Denmark
e-mail: fvm@fvm.dk


Yours sincerely
 
Søren Locher
Head of Section
Personnel Office
National Food Institute
Bülowsvej 27,
1790 Copenhagen V.
Direct tel.: +45 72346610
e-mail: sloc@dfvf.dk <mailto:sloc@dfvf.dk>
