APPENDIX E


SUMMARY OF RELEVANT PIECES OF CORRESPONDENCE 

WITH THE AUTHORITIES

	Date of submission:

19 March, 2004



	Submitted to:

Manuk Vardanyan, Chairperson of State Committee of Real Estate Cadastre under the Government of RoA



	Submitted by:

Center for Regional Development/Transparency International Armenia



	Content of the application:

What are the boundaries of the Dalma Orchards and what is the size of this territory?

What is the category of lands of Dalma Orchards?

Under whose jurisdiction (city or neighbourhood municipalities) are the Dalma Orchards?

Is this land given for lease and what are the boundaries of leased land plots?

What plans and programs are developed for this area? 



	Content of reply:

No reply.



	Date of reply:

No reply.



	Replied by:




	Date of submission:

6 April, 2004



	Submitted to:

Andranik Margaryan, Prime Minister of RoA

CC: Artashes Tumanyan, Head of RoA President Staff; Vardan Ayvazyan, Minister of Nature Protection of RoA; Tamara Poghosyan, Minister of Culture and Youth Issues of RoA; Manuk Vardanyan, Chairperson of State Committee of Real Estate Cadastre under the Government of RoA; Ervand Zakharyan, Mayor of Yerevan



	Submitted by:

38 citizens of RoA, participants of the public hearing on 6 April, 2004  (38 signatures)



	Content of the application:

Given the archàåological value of Dalma Orchards with its irrigation canals, vineyards and fruit gardens having history of 3000 years,

   Given the value of the agricultural lands and possibility of conservation of the genetic value of special sorts of grapes and fruits,

   Given the value of the fauna, including the species registered in the Red Book and migratory birds stopping in Dalma Orchards,

   Given the environmental value of the Dalma Orchards as a considerable green mass for absorbing carbon dioxide,

   We, the undersigned citizens of the Republic of Armenia apply to you with a request 

to include the area of Dalma Orchards within the category of lands designated for special protection and for environmental purposes, to give it a status of a natural monument  with additional protection area and to include the historical and cultural monuments within the area in the list of historical and cultural monuments of Yerevan City.



	Content of reply:

No reply.



	Date of reply:

No reply.



	Replied by:

No reply.




	Date of submission:

7 April, 2004

	Submitted to:

Andranik Margaryan, Prime Minister of RoA

CC: Artashes Tumanyan, Head of RoA President Staff; Vardan Ayvazyan, Minister of Nature Protection of RoA; Tamara Poghosyan, Minister of Culture and Youth Issues of RoA; Manuk Vardanyan, Chairperson of State Committee of Real Estate Cadastre under the Government of RoA; Ervand Zakharyan, Mayor of Yerevan

	Submitted by:

Center for Regional Development/Transparency International Armenia

on behalf of the Environmental Public Alliance of 34 organizations

	Content of the application:

We would like to inform that we have organized public hearing on the problem of Dalma Orchards, where public officials presented the plans for the development of this area. A proposal on behalf of 34 organizations was presented at the hearing and signed by 38 participants of the hearing. 
    We would like to draw your attention on the fact that the decision of the RoA Government on the development of Dalma Orchards, presented by N.Sargsyan, the chief Architect of Yerevan City, violates the following legislation of the RoA:

· UNECE Aarhus Convention;

· RoA Law on Environmental Impact Expertise;

· RoA Government Decree 660 of 28.10.1998 on Defining the Procedure of Notifying on the Planned Modifications of the Living Environment and Ensuring the Participation of Representatives of the Public in the Discussion of Publicized Urban Development Plans and Projects and the Decision-Making

    We would like to request you to reconsider this Decree to ensure its compliance with the mentioned acts.  

	Content of reply: (addressed to the Prime Minister, with a copy sent to applicant)
The Ministry of Culture and Youth Issues has discussed the problem of Dalma Orchards raised by the Center for Regional Development/Transparency International Armenia.

    We would like to inform that in 1989, the Dalma Orchards were included as a monument of local significance in the Complex Scheme for Preservation and Use of Historical and Cultural Monuments developed upon order of the Department for Preservation, Use and Exploration of Historical and Cultural Monuments under the Ministry Council of the Armenian SSR. This Scheme has been adopted by the decision of the Mayor N 6/18 from 17.04.1991.  The latter has been acknowledged abolished by Yerevan Mayor’s Decision N1137 from 30.08.2000. 

    In 2001 the issue of inclusion of Dalma Orchards in the new list of historical and cultural monuments of Yerevan City has been discussed by the Experts Committee of the Agency for Protection of Historical and Cultural Monuments. Given the fact that this Agency does not have functions of protection of plants and animals, the Experts Committee suggested to include the Dalma Orchards in the list of protected natural areas, in accordance with the Land Code of the RoA, instead of including it in the list of historical and cultural monuments of Yerevan. 

    The Ministry of Culture and Youth Issues considers the possibility of including the Dalma Orchards in the category of specially protected areas with environmental protection purposes with a status of a natural monument.



	Date of reply:

3 June 2004



	Replied by:

Hovhannes Hoveyan, Minister of Culture and Youth Issues of RoA 




	Date of submission:

27 April, 2004



	Submitted to:

Andranik Margaryan, Prime Minister of RoA

CC: Artashes Tumanyan, Head of RoA President Staff; Vardan Ayvazyan, Minister of Nature Protection of RoA; Tamara Poghosyan, Minister of Culture and Youth Issues of RoA; Manuk Vardanyan, Chairperson of State Committee of Real Estate Cadastre under the Government of RoA; Ervand Zakharyan, Mayor of Yerevan



	Submitted by:

Center for Regional Development/Transparency International Armenia

on behalf of the Environmental Public Alliance of 34 organizations



	Content of the application:

We know that the territory of Dalma Orchards is 533 hectares, with a protection zone of 790 hectares. Meanwhile the Government of RoA Decree 1941-A of 27 March 2003 establishes the boundaries of the conservable land 256 hectares. We would like to know on what basis the 256-hectare land plot is separated from the whole historical and cultural monument and recognized as “Dalma Orchards”

    The Decree does not indicate to which category of lands belong the rest of Dalma Orchards. Please provide information on the legal acts containing decisions on changing the category of lands.

    Are the land plots rendered for lease to Renco Armestate, Frank Muller Armenia, Siranuysh and Tavros Galshoyans located in Dalma Orchards?



	Content of reply: 
We would like to inform that the Government of RoA Decree 1941-A of 27 March 2004 has been based on the Document N18-092-5664 of 18.05.2004. According to this Decree the boundaries of conservable lands of Dalma Orchards have been established. By the same Decree the Yerevan Mayor has been assigned to submit to the Government of RoA a proposal on modifying the designated use of the lands and on territorial zoning adjacent to Atenk, Leningradian and Sebastia Streets and Admiral Isakov Avenue. For execution of this Decree we implement registration of land users in this area after which we will develop a proposal.

    We would like to inform you that according to the existing Master Plan of Yerevan City some part of Dalma Orchards shall be developed. Areas to be developed according to the Master Plan take even more territory than is planned now.

    According to the territorial zoning plan of the area adjacent to the Leningradian Street and the projected road some part of Orchards has already been developed in early 1990s. 

    The section between the Atenk Street and projected road shall also be developed and public objects shall be constructed in this area.

    Land plots designated for US Embassy, Houses of Reception of the Military Police and Defense Ministry, Renko Armestate and Frank Muller Armenia also are on the territory of Dalma Orchards subject to development.

    Land plot allocated to Tavros Galshoyan and Siranuysh Galshoyan is not located in Dalma Orchards.



	Date of reply:

27 May 2004



	Replied by:

K.Davtyan, Head, Department of Real Estate Management, Yerevan Municipality




	Date of submission:

31 May, 2004



	Submitted to:

Ervand Zakharyan, Mayor of Yerevan



	Submitted by:

Center for Regional Development/Transparency International Armenia 

on behalf of the Environmental Public Alliance of 37 organizations



	Content of the application:

We would like to receive information about the land allocations on the 533 hectares of Dalma Orchards: When have those decisions been adopted, who have those been leased to, what is the size of land plots, for what purposes are those leased and for how many years.

    Also we would like to know whether the public has been notified about the modification of the living environment. If yes, for which allocations, what means have been used for notification, who has participated in the hearings and what kinds of comments and proposals have been submitted.



	Content of reply:

According to the RoA Government Decree N1941-A the boundaries of conservable lands of DalmaOrchards have been established. 

    In present, a program on founding a historical-cultural complex of Dalma Orchards is developed jointly by the Yerevan Municipality and Ministry of Agriculture of the RoA.



	Date of reply:

12 July 2004



	Replied by:

Samvel Danielyan, Head, Department of Architecture and Urban Development, Yerevan Municipality




	Date of submission:

31 May, 2004



	Submitted to:

David Harutyunyan, Minister of Justice



	Submitted by:

The A.D.Sakharov Armenian Human Rights Protection Center 



	Content of the application:

Our Center has been approached by citizens of Malatia-Sebastia District, lessees of Dalma Orchards with a request to protect their rights.

    There have been 3 Government of RoA Decrees related to the development of Dalma Orchards, Decrees N 503-A, 1941-A and 745-A. We think that these decisions were adopted with violation of the Armenian legislation, including the Aarhus Convention, RoA Law on Environmental Impact Expertise, RoA Government Decree 660 of 28.10.1998 on Defining the Procedure of Notifying on the Planned Modifications of the Living Environment and Ensuring the Participation of Representatives of the Public in the Discussion of Publicized Urban Development Plans and Projects and the Decision-Making. We would like to request you to take measures to reconsider the mentioned 3 Government of RoA Decrees.


	Content of reply:

We would like to inform that the issue of compliance of the RoA Government Decrees to the laws need to be examined. We will additionally inform you about the results of examination.



	Date of reply:

18 June 2004



	Replied by:

K.Khtryan, Head, Department of Legal Acts Review, Ministry of Justice




	Date of submission:

3 August 2004



	Submitted to:

Yervand Zakharyan, Yerevan Mayor



	Submitted by:

Council of the Environmental Public Alliance of 38 organizations



	Content of the application:

We would like to get familiar with the Reference N18-092-5664 of 18.05.2004, which has been mentioned in the response of the Yerevan Municipality as a basic reference document for the Government of RoA Decree 1941-A of 27 March 2003.

    We know that the GoA Decree 1941-A has been adopted on 27 March 2003 and it is not clear how a reference document developed by the Yerevan Municipality in 2004 formed a basis for a Government of RoA Decree adopted in 2003. 

   Government Decrees 1941-A, 745-A, 1281-A and 397-A refer to the RoA Land Code Article 7 paragraph 2. According to this provision the Government of RoA shall modify the designated use of lands based on the land use and urban development documents as well as state registration data. We would like to know what relevant documents have served as basis for the mentioned Government Decrees and would like to get familiar with those documents.

   In your response to our application you have informed that Yerevan Municipality develops a proposal on modifying the designated use of the lands and on territorial zoning adjacent to Atenk, Leningradian and Sebastia Streets and Admiral Isakov Avenue. While from non-official sources of information we know that the Government of RoA has already adopted a Decree 397-A on 31 March 2004 on Zoning of Areas and Modifying the Designated Use of Land. Please explain this inconsistency of information.

   Please indicate exactly where the land plot leased to Siranuysh and Tavros Galshoyans is located.

   We would like to ask to provide and opportunity to get familiar with the maps included as appendices of the Government of RoA Decree 1941-A of 27 March 2004 and Decree 397-A 31 March 2004.

   Also we would like to remind that a few questions presented in our application on 31.05.2004 have not been answered by your office. In particular, whether the public has been notified on planned modifications in Dalma Orchards, what means have been used for notification, who has participated in public discussions and what comments have been received:



	Content of reply:

No reply.



	Date of reply:

No reply.



	Replied by:

No reply.
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