To the Compliance Committee, 
with regard to compliance by Armenia with its obligations under the Aarhus Convention in relation to the development of Dalma Orchards area
(Communication ACCC/C/2004/08 by Center for Regional Development/Transparency International Armenia, the Sakharov Armenian Human Rights Protection Center and Armenian Botanical Society (Armenia)).
 

(i)                 undertake practical and legislative measures to overcome the existing problems with access to environmental information, including, where appropriate, statistical monitoring of processing information requests;
The Republic of Armenia includes provisions on access to information in almost all existing and draft laws, excluding the information not subject to public access (Article 4, par. 3, 4 AC). Information regarding specific natural resources can be accessed in the web-page of the Ministry of Nature Protection, other ministries, public authorities etc.  All the monitoring information regarding the natural resources in placed on the aforementioned web-pages. A new site of Yerevan municipality is created, also containing the appropriate information on the upcoming activities on land planning and other activities. 
(ii)               ensure practical application of public participation procedures at all levels of decision-making in accordance with article 7 of the Convention and relevant domestic legislation; 

Based on the requirements of the Amended Constitution, the appropriate legislative reform is undertaken, including also environmental legislation. According to this approach, the legal acts regarding the civil rights and obligations are subject to regulation exclusively by law. 
Practical measures are also undertaken, including the public participation in the decision-making processes, where the public opinion is taken into consideration. However, the public opinion is not necessarily taken into consideration (for example the decision regarding the development of copper deposit in Teghut). Public hearings were implemented, in compliance not only with the national legislation but also with international one. Despite the domestic legislation lacks the provisions on “the public concerned” (Article 2, par. 5), active NGOs from the capital were invited to participate in the public hearings in the regions of Armenia. Despite there have not been any substantial changes the local legislation, the public hearings were organized to discuss the Major Plan of Yerevan and Zoning Plan. The process is developing, though there is still need for detailed legal regulation. 
(iii)             develop detailed procedures for public participation in decision-making on activities, referred to in article 6, paragraph 1, of the Convention, inter alia by incorporating them in the new Law on the Environmental Impact Assessment, and ensure their practical application, including by providing officials of all the relevant public authorities on various levels of administration with training;
As a Party of the Convention, Armenia acknowledges that despite there have been numerous trainings for the officials, there is need to organize more, especially for interested Ministries (Nature Protection, Transport, Public Health etc) as well as the local authorities and the business sector. The trainings are implemented not only by public authorities but also by the public concerned. 
 The new Law on the Environmental Impact Assessment is still on the draft stage, since as mentioned above, the Constitution requires compliance with its provisions and ENPI. 
(iv)             ensure that appropriate forms of decisions are used in decision-making on matters subject to articles 6 and 7, so as to ensure that the public can effectively exercise their rights under the Convention;
the process of ensuring the appropriate forms of decisions is implemented in the frames of ENPI and the Amended Constitution. Appropriate changes have been made in the legal acts (Article 9). 
(v)                undertake appropriate practical measures to ensure effective access to justice, including availability of adequate and effective remedies to challenge the legality of decisions on matters regulated by articles 6 and 7 of the Convention;
Law on administrative acts and administrative procedures (came into power in 2004), according to which special Administrative Courts are established. These Courts will review the legitimacy of the administrative decisions. The public disagreeing with an administrative decision will be enabled to speak out in the Court. 

(vi)             take the consideration and evaluation of the Committee into account in the ongoing revision of legislation referred to in paragraphs 4, 39 and 42 above as well as in further consideration of the specific matter raised by the communicant;
The Party takes relevant measures to ensure systematic approach to this question. The insurance of the stable legislative development is hindered by new approaches of new parliament and other changes. Armenia has ratified the Convention and will continue to comply with its provisions, according to the Amended Constitution. The Convention has a priority over the Domestic Law and in case of contradictions, the provisions of Convention are applied. Besides, following the Decision of the Prime Minister “About the compliance of RA with AC provisions’ Intersectorial Coordination Committee was established. The Head of the Committee is Minister of the Nature Protection, whereas the members include all the Ministries, represented by the Deputy Ministers as well as NGO (whose number is envisaged to be increased). A number of changes on the governmental level inhibited the work of the Committee.  
(vii)           take the findings and conclusions of the Committee into account in further consideration of the specific matter raised by the communicant.;
Armenia as a Party of the Conventions will continue to take into account the specific finding and recommendations. There is a wish and aspiration, however, the changing political situation, the economic and development priority situation require time to be changed. 
It has also to be mentioned that Armenia was in high need of advice and assistance from the international and regional institutions, which it however, didn't get in necessary amount (par. 47, 45). 

