Questionnaire for the report of [NAME OF COUNTRY] on the
implementation of the Protocol on Strategic Enviromental
Assessment in the period 2013-2015

Information on the focal point for the Protocol

1. Name and contact information:
Ornela SHOSHI, Head of SEA/EIA, industrial Pollutiand Environmental Standards
Unit, Ministry of Environment

Information on the point of contact for the Protacol

2. Name and contact information (if different from ab

Information on the person responsible for prepanng the report
Country: Albania

Surname: Shoshi

Forename: Ornela

Institution: Ministry of Environment

Postal address: Blv. “Zhan d’Ark”, nr. 23, TiEn

E-mail address: Ornela.Shoshi@moe.gov.al
Telephone number: +355 672052822

10. Fax number: +355 4 2270627

© © N o 0k~ w

11.  Date on which report was completed: 18.03.2016

GE. Please recycle@



a)

b)

c)

Part one
Current legal and administrative framework for the
implementation of the Protocol

In this part, please describe the legal, admatis® and other measures taken|in
your country to implement the provisions of the tBeol. This part should describe th
framework for your country’s implementation, and eaperience in the application of th
Protocol.

D @

Article 3
General provisions

I.1.  Please provide the main legislative, regulatond other measures you have adopted
in your country to implement the Protocol (art.p&ra. 1) (more than one option may

apply):

(@) Law on SEA (please indicate number/year/narhey no. 91/2013 “on
Strategic Environmental assessment”

(b)  SEA provisions are transposed into anotherdalease specify):
(c)  Regulation (please indicate number/year/name):

(d)  Administrative rule (please indicate numberfyieame):

(e)  Other (please specify):

Your comments:

Article 4
Field of application concerning plans and programms

I.2.  List the types of plans and programmes thatiire SEA in your legislation:

To strategic environmental assessment are subject:

drafting of all plans and programs for agricultuigrestry, fisheries, energy, industry, mineralustty, transport,
waste management, water management, telecommuamcatdurism, national and local plans on the raadl

urban territory planning, including also the lareje protection, land use, which set the approeahéwork, in the
future, of the projects listed under Annexes 1 anaf law no 10 440, date 7.7.2011 “On environmeitaact
assessment”;

reviews, amendments or modifications of planpragrams, according to the fields of letter “a”tbfs article,
which shall be approved, are subject to strategidrenmental assessment, according to the procedupeested
by this law;

for plans or programs, which, despite the fact thay are not subject of point 2 of this chapteis found out that

they might have significant negative effects inaaga protected by law, shall be applied the pragsjaccording

to the provision of letter “b” of point 1 of thistecle.

The detailed list of plans and programs with siigaift negative effects to the environment, accag dinletter “a”,
which shall be subject to SEA law requirement, esn adopted by the Decision of Council of Ministisio. 507
of 10.06.2015 “For a detailed list of plans or pangs with important negative consequences on thagmment
that will be subject to the SEA process”;



I.3.  Explain how you define whether a plan or pesgme “set the framework for future
development consent” (art. 4, para. 2):

all plans and programs which set the approval freonk, in the future, of the projects listed under
Annexes 1 and 2 of law no 10 440, date 7.7.2011é@ironmental impact assessment”;

I.4.  Explain how the terms “plans and programmewhich determine the use of small
areas at local level” (art. 4, para. 4) are intetgul in your legislation:

“Plans and programs” means plans and programgjraféng of which is requested by legal, regulatory
and administrative provisions, which are prepargdstate planning authorities, at national, localsaob local
level, and before the approval of their implementgtthey shall be approved through a specificllpgacedure.

I.5.  Explain how you identify in your legislation “aninor modification” to a plan or
programme (art. 4, para. 4):

“Position, for the necessity or not of SEA, of amesndment or modification of the existing plan or
program” means, an official position of the minystdue to the significant environmental effect® proposal
for review, amendment or modification of an exigtiplan or program shall be subject to SEA procedure
according to the procedure defined by the SEA law.

Article 5
Screening

I.6. How do you determine which other plans andgmmmes should be subject to a
SEA as set out in article 4, paragraphs 3 and dcaordance with article 5, paragraph 1?
Please specify:

(a) On a case-by-case basis X

(o) By specifying types of plans and programinds
(c) By using a combination of (a) and (b)

(d)  Other (please specify):

Your comments:

for plans or programs, which, despite the fact thay are not listed in the SEA law or in the Dexisof
Council of Ministers No. 507 of 10.06.2015 “Foretailed list of plans or programs with importangatve
consequences on the environment that will be stibiyethe SEA process”, it is found out that theghtihave
significant negative effects in an area protectethty, shall be applied the SEA procedures.

I.7. Do you provide opportunities for the publicncerned to participate in screening
and/or scoping of plans and programmes in yourslagon (art. 5, para. 3, and art. 6,
para. 3)?:

No[]

Yes X (please specify (more than one option mghap

(a) By sending written comments to the competetigrity [_]
(b) By sending written comments to the local mypadity [ ]

(c) By providing answers to a questionndirk



(d) By taking part in a public hearirig]

(e) By sending written comments to the consult&H# experts or persons
preparing the plans and programrhels

)] Other (please specify): Decision of CouncilMihisters

Your comments:

Decision no. 219, dated 11.03.2015 "On establistiiagules and procedures for consultation witkedtalders and the
public, and public hearing during the process i@&tsgic environmental assessment”;

Article 6
Scoping

1.8. How do you determine what is the relevant iinfation to be included in the
environmental report, in accordance with articlpatagraph 2 (art. 6, para. 1)?:

1. The report of the SEA addresses the following issue

a) description of the purpose and main objectiveshefglan or program and his compliance with othansgl
and programs relating to it, the stage of decisimking and clarifications if some issues are asskss shall be
assessed in other planning levels or processes.

b) description of the methodology implemented on thaftothg of SEA report, including the problems faced
during its preparation, and existing informatioeaerces, which are used for the purposes of deaftia report;

c) use of alternatives considered during the draftiegision, amendment or modification of the progbpan
or program, including even the non-planning altéwea(zero alternative) so as the relevant jusdtions.

d) ¢) environment protection objectives, establisheidtarnational level, national, regional or lotedel, which
are related with the plan or program and the wayviich these objectives are taken in consideraiiothe
proposal;

e) description of environment mediums in the expansiaa of the proposed plan or program;

f)  description of the environmental elements qualitythe area of the proposed plan or program, whiely be
affected by the implementation of the proposed plaprogram;

g) potential interactions with the environment, of thi@posed plan or program, including in particulidue
problems associated with areas of particular enmental importance, such as protected areas;

h) potential negative consequences on the environnrattiding impacts on biodiversity, human healdnd,
water, air, climatic factors, cultural and archagatal heritage, landscape or the interaction anmbege factors;

i)  potential adverse consequences of transboundatiyoeament, in case of application of Article 17 &iig
Law;

j)  the measures envisaged to prevent or mitigate, s s possible, the consequences of impacts on the
environment, during the implementation of the pdaprogram;

k) identifying investments or environmental infrastire, necessary, within the framework of the psmub
plan or program;

I)  adescription of the measures envisaged for mangadhe effects on the environment during the
implementation of the proposal;

m) summary in a non-technical language of the prelamjimeport of the SEA.



Article 7
Environmental report

1.9.  How do you determine “reasonable alternatiieshe context of the environmental
report (art. 7, para. 2)? Please specify:

(a) On acase-by-case bdsis

(b)  As defined in the national legislation (pleapecify):

(c) By using a combination of (a) and (b) X

(d)  Other (please specify):

Your comments:
1.10. How do you ensure sufficient quality of tleports? Please specify:

(@ The competent authority checks the informatwovided and ensures it
includes all information required under annex IVaasiinimum before making it available
for commentg_]

(b) By using quality checklis{s |
(c)  There are no specific procedures or mechan¥ms
(d)  Other (please specify):

Your comments:

Article 8
Public participation

I.11. How do you ensure the “timely public availapi of draft plans and programmes
and the environmental report (art. 8, para. 2)astlespecify (more than one option may

apply):
(@  Through public notices X
(b)  Through electronic media X
(c)  Through other means (please specify):
Your comments:

Decision no. 219, dated 11.03.2015 "On establistiiagules and procedures for consultation with
stakeholders and the public, and public hearinghduhe process of strategic environmental asse#$me

1.12. How do you identify the public concerned (&t para. 3)? Please specify (more
than one option may apply):

(a) Based on the geographical location of the pdamtsprogrammes X

(b)  Based on the environmental effects (signifiearextent, accumulation, etc.)
of the plans and programmes X

(c) By making the information available to all mesnb of the public and letting
them identify themselves as the public concerned X

(d) By other means (please specify):

Your comments:



1.13. How can the public concerned express its iopinon the draft plans and
programmes and the environmental report (art. 83.p8? Please specify (more than one
option may apply):

@)
(b)
(©
(d)
(e)

By sending comments to the relevant authodtdf point X
By providing answers to a questionndirk

Orally X

By taking part in a public hearing X

Other (please specify):

Your comments:

I.14. Do you have a definition in your legislation the term “within a reasonable time
frame” (art. 8, para. 4)? Please specify:

@)

No, the time frame is determined by the numdbledays fixed for each

commenting period X

(b)
(©
(d)

No, it is defined case by cdsd
Yes (please provide the definition):

Other (please specify):

Your comments:



Article 9
Consultation with environmental and health authorities

1.15. How are the environmental and health autiearidentified (art. 9, para. 1):
(a)  On acase-by-case bagid:
(b)  As defined in the national legislation: X
(c)  Other (please specify)
Your comments:
institutions of public health protection;
I.16. How are the arrangements for informing andseodting the environmental and
health authorities determined (art. 9, para. 4):
(a) On a case-by-case basid:
(b)  As defined in the national legislation: X
(c) Other (please specify)
Your comments:

1.17. How can the environmental and health autlesriexpress their opinion (art. 5,
para. 2, art. 6, para. 2, and art. 9, para. 3):

(a) By sending comments X

(b) By providing answers to a questionndirg
(c) In a meeting X

(d) By other means (please specify)

Your comments:

Article 10
Transboundary consultations

1.18. As a Party of origin, when do you notify thifected Party (art. 10, para. 1)? Please
specify:
(a) During scoping X

(b)  When the draft plan or programme and the enwirental report have been
prepared_]

(c) At other times (please specify):
Your comments:

1.19. As a Party of origin, what information do ymclude in the notification (art. 10,
para. 2)? Please specify:

(@  The information required by article 10, pargir2|/X

(b)  The information required by article 10, paragra2, plus additional
information (please specify):

Your comments:



1.20. As a Party of origin, does your legislatiomlicate a reasonable time frame for the
transmission of comments from the affected Party {8, para. 2)? Please specify:

(& No[]
(b)  Yes (please indicate how long): It should nettore than 2 (two) months
Your comments:

1.21. If the affected Party has indicated that islves to enter into consultations, how are
the detailed arrangements, including the time frdioreconsultations, agreed (art. 10,
paras. 3 and 4)? Please specify:

(a)  Following those of the Party of oridin]
(b)  Following those of the affected Palty
(c) Other (please specify):

Decision no. 620, dated 07.07.2015 "On approvarudés, responsibilities and
procedures detailed strategic environmental assggsma transboundary context";

Your comments:

When the affected party shows interest to partteipa the SEA procedure in
transboundary context, the ministry invites thetyP&r participate in the SEA procedures,
as follows:

a) consultation on issues that should addressEtAer8port (scoping);

b) the rule of the public consultations accordiaghe procedures of Chapter Il of
the Law no. 91/2013, dated 28.02.2013, "On strategvironmental assessment”, as well
as detailed procedures in force, approved by then€ibof Ministers;

c¢) Decision-making regarding the environmental aetion.

Article 11
Decision

1.22. When a plan or programme is adopted, explaw your country ensures, in
accordance with article 11, paragraph 1, that deewnt is taken of:

(@  The conclusions of the environmental repart X

(b)  Mitigation measure$ |

(c) Comments received in accordance with articlesl8 X

Your comments:

The competent authority, for final approval of fllan or program, ensures that before taking thésidec
to adopt them or not, shall be met the requiremehtSEA law and the proposer has received the teiriss
declaration, according to Article 12 of the SEA Law in the case of review, amendment or modifaashall
possess the respective position, where the mirssates that the proposal does not need to bectubjSEA.

1.23.  How and when do you inform your own publidauthorities (art. 11, para. 2)?:

The Authority for the adoption publishes, the fidakision, in a register and sends to the minstcgpy
of the approved plan or program.



I.24. How do you inform the public and authoritefghe affected Party (art. 11, para. 2)?
Please specify:

(a) By informing the point of contaft]

(b) By informing the contact person of the ministesponsible for SEA, who
then follows the national procedure and informghas own authorities and public X

(c) By informing all the authorities involved ingtassessment and letting them
inform their own publid_]

(d)  Other (please specify):

Your comments:

Article 12
Monitoring

1.25. Describe the legal requirements for monitgrithe significant environmental,
including health, effects of the implementatiortteé plans and programmes adopted under
article 11 (art. 12, paras. 1 and 2):

Environmental monitoring program, during the impétation of the plan and program, aims to collect
data on the concrete effects and environmentalezprences of their enforcement, as well as veriinadf the
impacts of additional mitigation measures thatIdbaimplemented to ensure the protection of emvirent.

The proposing authority, which implements or sufgaw the implementation of the plan or program,
drafts an annual report, on measures taken togirtite environment during application, which is mitbed to
the ministry not later than the last week of Novemb

Part two
Practical application during the period 2013-2015

In this part, please report on your country’'s ficat experiences in applying the
Protocol (and not your country’s procedures, whiedre described in part one). The
focus of this section should be on identifying gomdctices as well as difficulties
encountered in applying the Protocol in practicke Goal is to enable Parties to shar
solutions. Please therefore provide appropriatengies highlighting application of the
Protocol in your country and innovative approadeisnprove its application.

(]

II.1.  Does your country object to the information BEA procedures provided in this
section being compiled and made available on thesite of the Protocol? Please specify
(indicate “yes” if you object):

(@  Yes[]
(b) NoX

Your comments:

1. Consideration of health effects

1.2. Does your SEA documentation always includescsfic information on health
effects? Please specify:



10

2.

(@ YesX
(b)  No, only when potential health effects are tifed []

Domestic and transboundary implementation in te period 2013-2015

11.3. Does your SEA documentation always includecsic information on potential
transboundary environmental, including health, @@ Please specify:

(@  Yes[]

(b)  No, only when potential transboundary effectsidentified X

Cases during the period 2013-2015

I.4. Please provide the (approximate) numberafisboundary SEA procedures initiated
during the period 2013-2015 and list them, groupgdthe sectors listed in article 4,
paragraph 2: 7

Experience with the strategic impact assessmeptocedure
in 2013-2015

I.5.  Has your country experienced substantialicdiffies in interpreting particular terms
(or particular articles) in the Protocol?:

(a) No[X
(o)  Yes[] (please indicate which ones):

I1.L6. How does your country overcome the(se) proiftg, if any, for example by
working with other Parties to find solutions? Pke@asovide examples:

I.7.  With regard your country’s experience withnaestic procedures, in response to
each of the questions below, either provide onevorpractical examples or describe your
country’'s general experience. You might also ineledamples of lessons learned in order
to help others. Please detail:

(a) Has your country carried out monitoring accegdio article 12 and, if so, for
what kinds of plans or programmes (cite good pecactiases or good practice elements
(e.g., consultation or public participation), ifahable)?: Not yet

(b)  Would your country like to present a case tgbblished on the website of
the Convention and its Protocol as a “case stuclysiaeet™?:

0] No X
(i)  Yes[] (please indicate which ones):

11.8. With regard your country’s experience witlrsboundary procedures, in response
to each of the questions below, either provide onévo practical examples or describe

your country’s general experience. You might alstdude examples of lessons learned in
order to help others. Please detail:

(a)  What difficulties has your country experiendedelation to translation and
interpretation, and what solutions has your couapplied?:

(b)  What does your country usually translate aaryPof origin?:



(c)  Has your country carried out transboundary guiérticipation according to
article 10, paragraph 4?:

@) NoKX
(i)  Yes[] (please indicate how):

(d) What has been your country’s experience of effectiveness of public
participation?:

(e) Does your country have examples of organizingnsboundary SEA
procedures for joint cross-border plans and progres?:

@)  NoKX
(i)  Yes[] (please describe):

11
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5.

Experience regarding guidance in 2013-2015
1.9. Are you aware of any use in your country loé onlineResource Manual to Support
Application of the Protocol on Strategic Environmental Assessment (ECE/MP.EIA/17)%:
(@) No: X
(b)  Part of it (Please specify):
(c)  Yes[] (please describe your experience):

Your comments on how the Guidance might be impraxeslipplemented:

Awareness of the protocol

11.10. Does your country see a need to improvedpplication of the Protocol in your
country?:
(a) No:[]

(b)  Yes|X Please describe how your country intetadsnprove application of
the Protocol: by awareness of the authority resptsgor drafting the plans and
programs of the importance of the SEA process

Suggested improvements to the report

1.11. Please provide suggestions for how this repay be improvedio suggestions

1 Available from http://www.unece.org/env/eia/pulesismanual.html.



