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OUTLINE

• Swiss legal framework for water, sanitation and 

hygiene (WASH)

• Switzerland and the Protocol on Water and Health

• Importance of the Protocol on Water and Health for 

the pan-European Region



Swiss Legal Framework on WASH

 The Federal Constitution of the Swiss 
Confederation 

 Several Acts and Ordinances



In Switzerland’s federal system, water management is 
implemented by the Cantons.

•Water suppliers: Generally, the Communes supply the water, 
based on the powers delegated to them by the Cantons. 

•Coverage of water supply: Switzerland is often referred to as 
“Europe’s water tower” and drinking water is supplied to nearly 
100% of the population in the country.

•Sanitation: Wastewater is collected and treated in almost all parts 
of the country by 750 large wastewater treatment plants and 3,500 
small plants. 



Switzerland is a Party to the Protocol on 
Water and Health since 2006 
 Switzerland is a member of the Bureau of the Protocol.
 Switzerland chairs the Task Force on Target Setting and Reporting 

of the Protocol.
 Switzerland has set national targets in line with the requirements 

stipulated in Article 6 paragraph 2 of the Protocol.
 These targets contribute towards upholding the commitments made 

by Switzerland to ensure access to drinking water and the provision 
of sanitation.



Close collaboration between the Federal Food Safety and Veterinary Office and the Federal 

Office for the Environment and other relevant Federal Authorities as well as close cooperation 

with the Cantonal Authorities, the Communes and the Water Suppliers.

https://www.blv.admin.ch/blv/en/home/suche.html#water

https://www.blv.admin.ch/blv/en/home/suche.html#water


COVID-19 Prevention in Switzerland and Hand Hygiene



COVID-19 Outreach in various languages
Swiss Federal Office of Public Health - Covid-19 Downloads in various languages

https://www.bag.admin.ch/bag/en/home/krankheiten/ausbrueche-epidemien-pandemien/aktuelle-ausbrueche-epidemien/novel-cov/downloads-in-verschiedenen-sprachen.html


Recommendations for a Safe Re-opening: 
Legionella Prevention

https://www.blv.admin.ch/blv/fr/home/dokumentation/nsb-news-list.msg-id-78885.html

La Société Suisse de l’Industrie du Gaz et des 
Eaux www.svgw.ch

https://www.blv.admin.ch/blv/fr/home/dokumentation/nsb-news-list.msg-id-78885.html
http://www.svgw.ch/


Importance of the Protocol on Water and 
Health in the pan-European Region

While most people in the pan-European region have access to safe 
drinking water and sanitation, unfortunately
 16 million people still lack access to basic drinking-water 

services, of which over 3 million rely on surface water for direct 
consumption

More than 31 million people still lack access to basic 
sanitation, including 314’000 who still practice open defecation.

https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/environment-and-health/water-and-sanitation/data-and-statistics

https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/environment-and-health/water-and-sanitation/data-and-statistics


WHA 73.1 Resolution on COVID-19 Response 
and the Protocol on Water and Health as a tool for its 

implementation in the pan-European Region

The provision of safe water, sanitation and hygienic conditions is 
essential for protecting human health during all infectious disease 
outbreaks, including the COVID-19 pandemic.



The Protocol on Water and Health
•is a powerful instrument whose implementation contributes to achieving 
its objectives aimed at ensuring the supply of safe drinking water and 
adequate sanitation for all;

•offers an accountability framework through its target setting and 
reporting mechanisms;

•supports the realisation of the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development and the achievement of the relevant SDGs in the pan-
European region;

•offers a practical framework for realising the human rights to safe 
drinking water and sanitation.



Thank you for your attention
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