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Regarding intentions of the Ukrainian Party (effected party) to take part in procedure of the 
Environment Impact Assessment in a transboundary context of the Project «Mochovce Nuclear 

Power Plant VVER 4 х 440 MV – Project No. 3»  
 
Introduction 
1) At the 12th Meeting of Working Group on the Environment Impact Assessment of the Espoo 

Convention that took place on 11-13 May 2009 in Geneva the representatives of the Slovakn Party 
informed the Ukrainian Party on the intention to construct the Nuclear Power Station. Unfortunately, the 
information on the place and construction volume of the mentioned Nuclear Power Station was not 
provided. So, the Ukrainian Party knew about the Project for the first time in May 2009 which can be 
proved by the following. 

2) After receiving in May 2009 the oral information on the intention of the Slovakn Party to 
construct the Nuclear Power Station, the Ministry of Environmental Protection of Ukraine by the letter 
No. 7549/19/10-09 (hereinafter referred to as Letter 1, attached) dated 02.06.2009 informed about the 
intention to participate in the procedure of Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) in accordance with 
the requirements of the Espoo Convention, underlining that it was necessary to send the Notification on 
intention to construct the Nuclear Power Station in accordance with the Espoo Convention requirements 
(Articles 3.1, 3.2), which will allow the Ukrainian Party to give the answer about the participation in the 
EIA procedure. Moreover, the Ministry of Environmental Protection of Ukraine proposed to begin the 
Consultations before providing of the official Notification.  

3) Additionally, the Ministry of Environmental Protection of Ukraine drew attention to the fact 
that according to the Article 2.4.4 («Time schedule») of the Guidance on Practical Application of the 
Espoo Convention (ECE/MP.EIA/8), the time schedule of the procedure of enforcing might be identified 
during the phase of initialization of the procedure in order to provide the procedure with the clear 
structure,  its particular beginning and end.  

Unfortunately, the Ukrainian Party did not receive the relevant information, in particular 
the Notification, predicted by the Espoo Convention. 

4) On 01 September 2009 the national Focal Point of the Espoo Convention in Ukraine received 
the letter from the Ministry of Environment Protection of the Slovak Republic (No.1277/2009-3.4/hp 
dated 14.08.2009) signed by Director of the Department for Ecological Expertise – Ms Daniela 
Zhyshkova (hereinafter referred to as Letter 2, attached). In the mentioned letter, Ms Zhyshkova 
confirmed that the construction of the Nuclear Power Station fell within the Espoo Convention and that in 
accordance with Article 4 of the  Convention the EIA of mentioned Project had been prepared. However, 
the documentation on the EIA was not attached to the letter, about what the Ministry of Environment 
Protection of Ukraine informed the Slovak Party by the Letter No.13552/19 dated 09.09.2009 (hereinafter 
Letter 3, attached)∗. 

5) Moreover, in the Letter 2 Ukrainian Party was asked whether it agreed to take part in public 
hearings on this Project and Consultations in accordance with Article 5 of the Espoo Convention. 

6) The Ministry of Environmental Protection of Ukraine (Letter 3) underlined that at first it is 
necessary to send the Notification on the intention to construct the Nuclear Power Station in accordance 
with the requirements of the Espoo Convention (Articles.3.1,3.2), this would allow the Ukrainian Party to 
give the answer on the participation in the procedure of EIA in accordance with requirements of the 
Convention (Articles .3.3,3.6).  

7) The Ministry of Environmental Protection of Ukraine also underlined (Letter 3) that after the 
implementation of abovementioned steps, the Slovak Party could begin the preparation of EIA in 
accordance with the Article 4 of the Espoo Convention, as far as the Ukrainian Party had answered to the 
Notification providing the Slovak Party with information about potentially affected regions of Ukraine 
and project’s impact on the environment; this information should be taken into account while preparing of 
the EIA. Moreover, the Ministry of Environmental Protection of Ukraine at twice proposed to begin 

                                                 
∗ EIA Documentation to the Project was received by the  Ministry of Environment Protection of Ukraine by separate postal 
parcel  in the middle of September. 



consultations before sending the official Notification in order to design the Time Schedule according to 
Guidance on the Practical Application of the Espoo Convention (ECE/MP.EIA/8). 

8) On 28 September 2009 the Ministry of Environmental Protection of Ukraine received the 
answer from the Ministry of Environmental Protection of the Slovak Republic (Letter No. 6723/2009-min 
dated 24.06.2009, hereinafter referred to as Letter 4) to the Letter 1 of the Ukrainian Party, in which was 
indicated that the Notification of the Slovak Party on the construction of Nuclear Power Station was sent 
to the Ukrainian Party by the letter No.1277/2009-3.4/hp dated 20.02.2009. 

9) It was not clear for the Ministry of Environmental Protection of Ukraine, why the Letter 4, 
dated 24.06.2009 was received by Ukrainian Party only in September 2009. Moreover, the Ministry of 
Environmental Protection of Ukraine analyzed the mentioned materials and checked whether the letter of 
the Slovak Party No.1277/2009-3.4/hp dated 20.02.2009 concerning the Notification on construction by 
the Slovak Party of the Nuclear Power Station had been received. 

10) After checking the information it was proved that the mentioned letter and Notification had 
not been received by the Ministry of Environmental Protection of Ukraine neither by diplomatic channels 
or by ordinary/ electronic mail. 

11) Taking this into account, in its letter to the Slovak Party No.15306/19/10-09 dated 
02.10.2009 (hereinafter referred to as Letter 5), the Ministry of Environmental Protection of Ukraine in 
the third time confirmed its intention to participate in the EIA procedure in accordance with requirements 
of the Espoo Convention, however underlining that it was necessary to send the Notification about the 
intention to construct the Nuclear Power Station  in accordance with the Espoo Convention requirements 
(Articles 3.1,3.2), that would allow the Ukrainian Party to give the answer about participation in the EIA 
procedure (the Espoo Convention Articles 3.3, 3.6). At the same time the Ukrainian Party confirmed the 
reception of the EIA documentation on the Project and stated one more time that after implementation of 
abovementioned actions the Slovak Party could begin the EIA preparation in accordance with Article 4 of 
the Espoo Convention, as far as the Ukrainian Party having replied to the Notification would provide 
information about the potential affected regions of Ukraine and the Project’s impact on environment; this 
information should be taken into account while preparing of the EIA report. Moreover, the Ministry of 
Environmental Protection of Ukraine in the third time proposed to begin consultations before sending the 
official Notification in order to design the Time Schedule according to Guidance on the Practical 
Application of the Espoo Convention (ECE/MP.EIA/8). 

Moreover, the Ministry of Environmental Protection of Ukraine in the third time proposed to 
begin the consultations in order to design the Time Schedule according to Guidance on the Practical 
Application of the Espoo Convention (ECE/MP.EIA/8). 

12) Taking this into account the Ukrainian Party asked to send the Notification on construction 
by the Slovak Party of the Nuclear Power Station using the diplomatic channels (and in the future use 
only them),  which would further assist to conduct an open dialogue and avoid misunderstandings  
between the Slovak and the Ukrainian Parties and allow the Ukrainian Party to give answer about 
participation in the EIA procedure in accordance with the Espoo Convention requirements; and this 
would provide full implementation of the requirements of the Espoo Convention.  

Unfortunately, the relevant information, in particular the Notification that is envisaged in 
the Espoo Convention was not received.  

13) On 11 December 2009 the Slovak Party sent by fax the letter No.56636/2009-min dated 
09.12.2009 in which the Slovak Party still insisted that the Notification had been sent to the Ukrainian 
Party in February 2009 and also the Slovak Party proposed to hold till 21 December 2009 the 
Consultations with the experts from the Ukrainian Party.  

14) On 15 December 2009 in Kiev the Minister of Environmental Protection of Ukraine Mr 
Georgiy Philipchuk met with the Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Slovak Republik 
to Ukraine Mr Pavol Hamzik. The main issue of the Meeting was the implementation of the Espoo 
Convention procedure in the framework of construction of the Slovak Nuclear Power Station in 
Mochovce. 

15) In accordance with agreements of the abovementioned Meeting, the Ukrainian Party 
confirmed the possibility of arranging of the Ukrainian-Slovak expert consultations on 21 December 2009 



in Uzhgorod (Ukraine). The main topic of the Consultations was determined as the discussion of Time 
Schedule on the Espoo Convention procedures implementation, that is foreseen in the Articles 2-7 of the 
Convention taking into account Guidance on the Practical Application of the Espoo Convention 
(ECE/MP.EIA/8) (Letter of the Ministry of Environmental Protection of Ukraine No.21583/18/10-09 
15.12.2009 and e-mails that were sent to the Slovak Party are attached)    

16) On 21 December 2009 the Ukrainian-Slovak consultations on the implementation of the EIA 
procedure in a transboundary context concerning “Mochovce Nuclear Power Plant VVER 4 х 440 MV – 
Project No.3” was held in Uzhgorod (Ukraine). 

17) During the Consultations, despite the fact that the Notification was not sent, the Ukrainian 
Party met the Slovak Party halfway and proposed the Time Schedule of implementation of the Espoo 
Convention on the mentioned Project in the minimal possible terms for 55 days (See Protocol of 
Consultations attached), even though according to the Ukrainian legislation this term might be 120 days 
(only the phase of the EIA handling). 

18) Under unclear for the Ukrainian Party circumstances, the Slovak Party could not agree the 
proposed Time Schedule and did not confirm the intention to realize it. (See Protocol of Consultations 
attached). 

 
 



II Position of the Ukrainian Party on violation of procedure of the implementation of the 
Espoo Convention requirements on the Project «Mochovce Nuclear Power Plant VVER 4 х 
440 MV – Project No. 3». 

 
1) Taking into account the information mentioned in Section I, the Slovak Party has not 

properly fulfilled the requirements of the Espoo Convention in part of providing the Ukrainian 
Party with the Notification on the planned activity, which may cause significant adverse 
transboundary impact, and that in its turn makes it impossible for the Ukrainian Party to 
agree the beginning of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) procedure in the 
framework of the Project in accordance with the Convention requirements.  
          Despite the abovementioned, the Slovak Party continues to violate the requirements of the 
Espoo Convention. The Ukrainian Party confirms its position by the following. 

2) In accordance with the Paragraph 4 of Article 2 of the Espoo Convention, the Party of 
Origin provides the Affected Parties with the Notification on planned kind of activity, 
indicated in the Annex I, that may cause significant adverse transboundary impact. Words 
“provides with the Notification” do not mean only simply sending the Notification. Such 
formulation obligates Origin Party to take all possible measures for receiving by Affected Parties 
the Notification. Such interpretation of Provisions of Pg. 4 of Art. 2 of the Convention is 
confirmed also by the Provisions of Paragraph 49 Review of Implementation 2003, approved by 
the Paragraph 1 of the Decision of the Parties No.ІІІ/1 (ECE/MP.EIA/6). This Paragraph 
includes review of practical application of the Convention, in particular cases when answer to 
Notification is not send in time. Paragraph 49 of the Review of Implementation 2003 states “In 
cases when answer is not received in time, respondents answered, that in such a case the 
reminding was sent (Croatia, France, Sweden, United Kingdom) and it was given extra time for 
the respond (France, Italy)…” 

3) It is necessary to note that such practice of the Convention application is used in case 
when Party does not have information on the reasons of absence of the answer to the 
Notification. In case under consideration, the Slovak Party was notified by the letters 
No.7549/19/10-09 dated 02.06.2009, No.13552/19 dated 09.09.2009 and No.15307/19/10-9 
dated 02.10.2009 that the Notification had not been received by the Ukrainian Party. Thereby, 
the Slovak Party clearly knew that the Ukrainian Party had not answered to the Notification 
because the Ukrainian Party did not receive it. Despite the fact that even in case of absence of 
information, by practice of most Parties, it is necessary to send reminding or find out if 
corresponding Party received the Notification, the Slovak Party, knowing about not receiving 
notification by the Ukrainian Party, refused to provide it.  

    So, the Slovak Party did not taken appropriate and sufficient measures for fulfillment 
requirements of Paragraph 4 Article 2 of the Espoo Convention in part “providing with the 
Notification”. 

4) Article 3 of the Convention regulates the issue of the Notification. 
Paragraph 1 Article 3 states that as for planned kind of activity, which may cause 

significant adverse transboundary impact, listed in Annex I, Party of Origin in order to provide 
arrangement of appropriate and affective Consultations according to the Article 5 of the 
Convention notifies any Party, which in its opinion can be affected, as soon as possible, but not 
later than it will informed public of its own country, about planned activity. 

Paragraph 2 Article 3 states which information are included in the Notification and also 
states that it may include information mentioned in Paragraph 5 Article 3.  

5) Considering above information, only after receiving the Notification, the Ukrainian 
Party, in accordance with Paragraph 3 Article 3 and Paragraph 6 Article 3, gives: 

- the answer to the Party of Origin during time, mentioned in the Notification, 
confirming receipt of the Notification, and notes if it intends to take part in the procedure of 
the EIA; 



- the Party of Origin rationally available information about environment that can be is 
necessary for preparing the EIA documentation.  

Whereas, the mentioned Notification was not received, the Ukrainian Party can not 
fulfill the Paragraph 3 Art.3 and Paragraph 6 Art.3 of the Convention. 

Furthermore, the Consultations can not be arranged properly in accordance with the 
Article 5 of the Espoo Convention.  

6) Only after fulfillment of the abovementioned actions, the Slovak Party may begin 
preparation of the EIA in accordance with Article 4 of the Espoo Convention, as the Ukrainian 
Party having answered the Notification would provide information about potentially affected 
environment, that have to be considered in the EIA report.  

7) Nonfulfillment of the mentioned procedure by the Slovak Party does not allow to 
implement Paragraph 8 Article 3 of the Convention. 

8) Taking into account mentioned above, the Slovak Party also did not provide the 
fulfillment of Paragraph 6 Article 2 of the Convention, which indicates: the Party of Origin in 
accordance with provisions of this Convention, gives the opportunity for public in regions, which 
can be affected, to take part in appropriate EIA procedure, and provides the equal opportunity for 
both Parties: Origin and Affected ones. 

On the position of the Ukrainian Party considering mentioned violations, the 
Slovak Party was repeatedly informed about it, but the Slovak Party kept insisting that it had 
fulfilled everything in accordance with the requirements of the Convention. 

9) Multilateral and bilateral agreements are recognized as practical ways for overcoming 
difficulties caused by differences of legislation and practices of different Parties in accordance 
with Paragraph 10 of Guidance on the Practical Application of the Espoo Convention  
(ECE/MP.EIA/8). In accordance with Paragraph 38 of Guidance on the Practical Application of 
the Espoo Convention (ECE/MP.EIA/8) time schedule has to be discussed with all the Affected 
Parties on the early stage of the process. By the Item 2.4.4 of Guidance on the Practical 
Application of the Espoo Convention, the time schedule of the procedure of enforcing might be 
identified on the phase of initialization of the procedure in order to provide the procedure with 
the clear structure, its particular beginning and end. It is also necessary to discuss the time 
schedule with each Party concerned at the earliest stage. Taking this into account, the Ukrainian 
Party proposed the Slovak Party to hold the negotiations on the procedure concerning providing 
official Notification and approval of the other procedural issues on the implementation of the 
Espoo Convention requirements that was indicated in the letters No.7549/19/10-09 dated 
02.06.2009, No.13552/19 dated 09.09.2009 and No.15307/19/10-9 dated 02.10.2009.  

On 21 December 2009 the Ukrainian-Slovak consultations was held in Uzhgorod 
(Ukraine). During this Consultations the Ukrainian Party proposed the Plan of actions on the 
realization of the provisions of the Espoo Convention (Items 6 and 7 of the Protocol of the 
Ukrainian-Slovak consultations on the Project «Mochovce Nuclear Power Plant VVER 4 х 440 
MV – Project No. 3» concerning the implementation of the EIA procedure in a transboundary 
context dated 21.12.2009). However, the Slovak Party took this Plan only into consideration 
without the confirmation of the opportunity to fulfill the Plan (Item 8 of the Protocol of 
Ukrainian-Slovak consultations from 21.12.2009).  

Taking into account that all the possibilities for discussing of implementation of the 
Espoo Convention provisions were used, the Ukrainian Party provides the Espoo Convention 
Implementation Committee with this information.  
 

































Unofficial translation 
 
 

Minister of Environment  
 of the Slovak Republic  

Mr Viliamu Tours  
 

02.06.2009#7549/19/10-09 
 
Dear Mr. Minister,  
 

Ministry of Environmental Protection of Ukraine avails itself of this 
opportunity to express to you our gratitude for the close and effective 
cooperation in the area of environmental protection and has the honor to 
inform you of the following. 

At the 12th meeting of the Working group on the environmental impact 
assessment under Espoo Convention, which took place on 11-13 of May 2009 
in Geneva, representatives of the Slovak Party informed the Ukrainian Party 
of the Slovak Party's intentions to build nuclear power plants (hereinafter - 
NPP). Unfortunately, information on the location and volume of construction 
of this plant has not been received.  

The Ministry appreciates the information from the Slovak Republic as 
for the NPP construction intention and announces its intention to participate 
in the process of evaluation of environmental impact assessment according to 
the Espoo Convention. 

However, it should be noted that according to art. 3.2. of Espoo 
Convention, the party of origin shall send a notification of planned activities, 
notification must include: 
a) Information about planned activities, including any available information 
on its possible transboundary impact;  
b) The nature of the possible solutions, and  
c) Specify a reasonable period within which under paragraph 3 of Article 3 of 
the required answer with regard to the nature of the proposed activity; 
And may contain the information specified in paragraph 5 of Article 3 of the 
Espoo Convention.  
         Guidelines on the practical application of Espoo Convention (Article 
2.5.2 Contents Alerts art. 3.2.) it is mentioned that the UN / ECE working 
group developed a format notification (http://www.unece.org/env/documents/ 
1998/eia / decision.I.4.e.pdf).  
         Given the above, please send notification of the intention of building 
nuclear power plants according to the Espoo Convention, which will allow the 
Ukrainian side to respond to participate in the process of evaluation of 
environmental impact according to the Espoo Convention. 

In addition, I propose to begin consultations to provide formal 
notification, so that each party could prepare for the future process. 



Please note that according article .2.4.4. "The calendar schedule" 
Guidelines on the practical application of the Convention Espoo, schedule the 
application procedure should be determined at the stage of initiating 
procedures to provide a clear procedure for the structure with a specific start 
and end. You should also discuss the schedule with each interested party at 
the earliest possible stage. 

Taking this opportunity, the Ministry avails itself, Mr. Minister, to 
renew the assurances of its highest consideration. 
 
 
 
Minister                                                                                               G. Filipchuk 
 
 









Unofficial translation 
 

Minister of Environment  
 of the Slovak Republic  
Mr Dusan Chaplovich  

 
02.10.2009#15307/19/10-09 
 
Dear Mr. Minister,  
 

 
Ministry of Environmental Protection of Ukraine avails itself of this 

opportunity to express to you our gratitude for the close and effective cooperation 
in the area of environmental protection and has the honor to inform you of the 
following 

With the letter dated 02.06.2009 № 7549/19/10-09 the Ministry of 
Environmental Protection of Ukraine informed the Slovak Party of the need to 
dispatch the information on the intention on the NPP construction to the Ukrainian 
Party, according to the Espoo Convention, namely art. 3.2 Alert on Slovak side of 
building nuclear power plants (hereinafter - AES). Unfortunately, relevant 
information such as notification under the Convention Espoo has not been 
received.  

On the 01.09.2009 focal point for Espoo Convention in Ukraine received a 
letter (from 14.08.2009 № 1277/2009-3.4/hp) from the Ministry of Environment of 
the Slovak Republic signed by the Director of the Department of Environmental 
Expertise - Mrs. Daniel Zhyshkovoyi. In the letter, referring to the Espoo 
Convention, Ms. Daniela confirms that construction of nuclear power plants is a 
subject to the Espoo Convention and in accordance with Art.4 of the Espoo 
Convention environmental impact assessment of the project was prepared 
(hereinafter - EIA), which is attached.  

Furthermore, in this letter, the Ukrainian Party was asked whether it agrees 
to participate in public hearings on this project and the consultations under Article 
5 of the Convention.  
         The Ministry appreciates the information about the Slovak Republic to the 
construction of nuclear power plants and re-confirms the intention to participate in 
the process of evaluation of environmental impact according to the Espoo 
Convention.  
         However, it should be noted that according to the Espoo Convention prior to 
the public hearings, preparation of EIA and follow procedures in the Espoo 
Convention should take the following steps. 

According to the article. 3.2. Espoo Convention, the party of origin shall 
send a notification on the planned activities, notification must include: 

a) Information about the planned activities, including any available 
information on its possible transboundary impact; 

b) The nature of the possible solutions, and  



c) specify a reasonable period within which under paragraph 3 of Article 3 
of the required answer with regard to the nature of the proposed activity; and may 
contain the information specified in paragraph 5 of Article 3 of the Espoo 
Convention. 
         At the first meeting of the parties of Espoo Convention (Decision I/4) the 
form of notification was approved (Article .3.2 Espoo Convention) and the form of 
answers to a notification as well (3.3 Espoo Convention). Only after receiving the 
notification, prepared in accordance with Art. 3.2 of the Espoo Convention and in 
accordance with the approved form (Decision I / 4), the Ukrainian Party will 
provide a response in accordance with article.3.3 Espoo Convention and in 
accordance with the approved form (Decision I / 4).  

I would like to emphasize that only after the above mentioned measures, the 
Slovak side could start preparing the EIA for the plant under Article 4 to the Espoo 
Convention.  

In Your letter from 24.06.2009 №6723/2009-min it was indicated, that the 
Notification on the construction by Slovak Party the Nuclear Power Station was 
sent to Ukrainian Party by the letter from 20.02.2009 №1277/2009-3.4/hp, 
hovewer we would like to admit that the mentioned letter and the Notification were 
not received by the Ministry of Environment Protection of Ukraine. 

In addition, I propose to begin consultations to provide formal notification, 
so that each party could prepare for the future process. 

According to article. 2.4.4. "The calendar schedule" guidelines on the 
practical application of the Convention Espoo, schedule the application procedure 
should be determined at the stage of initiating procedures to provide a clear 
procedure for the structure with a specific start and end. You should also discuss 
the schedule with each interested party at the earliest possible stage. 

Given the above, please send notification to the construction of nuclear 
Slovak side through diplomatic channels (and continue to use them) that in the 
future will help open dialogue and to avoid misunderstandings between the Slovak 
and Ukrainian sides and allow the Ukrainian side to respond to participate in the 
process of environmental impact assessment environment according to the Espoo 
Convention, as well as ensure full compliance with Espoo Convention. 

Furthermore, we confirm that the Director of Environmental Expertise Ms. 
Daniela Zhyshkova authorized on behalf of the Ministry of Environment of the 
Slovak Republic and the Slovak Party to send messages and conduct negotiations 
on the implementation of the Espoo Convention on Nuclear Power Plant 
construction project. 

Taking this opportunity, I would like to renew to you, Mr. Minister, the 
assurances of its highest consideration. 

 
 

Minister                                                                                G. Filipchuk 
 







Unofficial translation 
 
 

Minister of Environment  
 of the Slovak Republic  

Mr Viliamu Tours  
 

09.09.2009#13552/19/10-09 
 
Dear Mr. Minister,  
 

 
Ministry of Environmental Protection of Ukraine avails itself of this 

opportunity to express to you our gratitude for the close and effective 
cooperation in the area of environmental protection and has the honor to 
inform you of the following 

With the letter dated 02.06.2009 № 7549/19/10-09 the Ministry of 
Environmental Protection of Ukraine informed the Slovak Party of the need 
to dispatch the information on the intention on the NPP construction to the 
Ukrainian Party, according to the Espoo Convention, namely art. 3.2 Alert on 
Slovak side of building nuclear power plants (hereinafter - AES). 
Unfortunately, relevant information such as notification under the 
Convention Espoo has not been received.  

On the 01.09.2009 focal point for Espoo Convention in Ukraine received 
a letter (from 14.08.2009 № 1277/2009-3.4/hp) from the Ministry of 
Environment of the Slovak Republic signed by the Director of the Department 
of Environmental Expertise - Mrs. Daniel Zhyshkovoyi. In the letter, 
referring to the Espoo Convention, Ms. Daniela confirms that construction of 
nuclear power plants is a subject to the Espoo Convention and in accordance 
with Art.4 of the Espoo Convention environmental impact assessment of the 
project was prepared (hereinafter - EIA), which is attached. However this 
information to the letter was not added. 

Furthermore, in this letter, the Ukrainian Party was asked whether it 
agrees to participate in public hearings on this project and the consultations 
under Article 5 of the Convention.  
         The Ministry appreciates the information about the Slovak Republic to 
the construction of nuclear power plants and re-confirms the intention to 
participate in the process of evaluation of environmental impact according to 
the Espoo Convention.  
         However, it should be noted that according to the Espoo Convention 
prior to the public hearings, preparation of EIA and follow procedures in the 
Espoo Convention should take the following steps. 

According to the article. 3.2. Espoo Convention, the party of origin shall 
send a notification on the planned activities, notification must include: 



a) Information about the planned activities, including any available 
information on its possible transboundary impact; 

b) The nature of the possible solutions, and  
c) specify a reasonable period within which under paragraph 3 of 

Article 3 of the required answer with regard to the nature of the proposed 
activity; and may contain the information specified in paragraph 5 of Article 
3 of the Espoo Convention. 
         At the first meeting of the parties of Espoo Convention (Decision I/4) the 
form of notification was approved (Article .3.2 Espoo Convention) and the 
form of answers to a notification as well (3.3 Espoo Convention). Only after 
receiving the notification, prepared in accordance with Art. 3.2 of the Espoo 
Convention and in accordance with the approved form (Decision I / 4), the 
Ukrainian Party will provide a response in accordance with article.3.3 Espoo 
Convention and in accordance with the approved form (Decision I / 4).  

I would like to emphasize that only after the above mentioned measures, 
the Slovak side could start preparing the EIA for the plant under Article 4 to 
the Espoo Convention.  
          Given the above, please send notification of the intention of building 
nuclear power plants according to the Espoo Convention, which will allow the 
Ukrainian side to respond to participate in the process of evaluation of 
environmental impact according to the Espoo Convention. 

In addition, I propose to begin consultations to provide formal 
notification, so that each party could prepare for the future process. 

According to article. 2.4.4. "The calendar schedule" guidelines on the 
practical application of the Convention Espoo, schedule the application 
procedure should be determined at the stage of initiating procedures to 
provide a clear procedure for the structure with a specific start and end. You 
should also discuss the schedule with each interested party at the earliest 
possible stage. 

Furthermore, we confirm that the Director of Environmental Expertise 
Ms. Daniela Zhyshkova authorized on behalf of the Ministry of Environment 
of the Slovak Republic and the Slovak Party to send messages and conduct 
negotiations on the implementation of the Espoo Convention on Nuclear 
Power Plant construction project. 

Taking this opportunity, I would like to renew to you, Mr. Minister, the 
assurances of its highest consideration. 

 
 

Minister                                                                                G. Filipchuk 
 





Unofficial translation 

 

 

 

                                                                       Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary Ambassador  

                            of Slovakia to Ukraine  

               Pavol Hamzik 

 

               To the attention:   Vice Prime Minister of Ukraine 

                       Hryhoriy Nemyria 

 

                                                         Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine 

 

The Ministry of Environment Protection of Ukraine presents the compliments to the Embassy of 
Slovakia in Ukraine and have the honor  to inform about the following. 

First of all I would like to thank you for Your initiative of holding the today Meeting, during 
which we discussed the actual issues of bilateral cooperation in the field of environment 
protection. The main issue was the implementation of the procedures of Espoo Convention in the 
framework of construction by Slovakia the Nuclear Power Station in Mochovce. 

In accordance with our agreements, I confirm the possibility of arrangement of expert Ukrainian-
Slovak Consultations on December, 21, 2009 in Uzhgorod in order to discuss the Time Schedule 
on the implementation of the procedures that are predicted by the Articles 2-7 of Espoo 
Convention and taking into account the Recommendations, in particular Articles 2.4.4. “Time 
Schedule of works” of the Guidance of Practical Application of Espoo Convention. Holding of 
such Consultations provide the possibility to discuss the Time Schedule of the implementation 
by the Parties the procedures of Espoo Convention in the framework of the abovementioned 
object.  

Ask you to send the lists of participants from the Slovakia Party beforehand in order to hold 
further arrangement procedures. 

The Ministry of Environment Protection of Ukraine avails itself of this opportunity to renew to 
the Embassy of Slovakia in Ukraine the assurance of our highest consideration. 

 

Sincerely 

 

Minister                                                                                                           Georgiy Philipchuk 







Unofficial Translation 
 

PROTOCOL  
of Ukrainian-Slovakia Сonsultations on the project 

«Mochovce Nuclear Power Plant VVER 4 х 440 MV – Project No. 3» concerning the 
Implementation the Procedure on the  Environment Impact Assessment in a transboundary 

context 
 

On the results of Ukrainian-Slovakia Consultations,  
that took place on December, 21, 2009, Uzhgorod   

 
1. Ukrainian Party informed that Ukrainian-Slovakia expert consultations were held in accordance 
with the letter from December, 15, 2009 of the Minister of Environment Protection of Ukraine Mr 
Georgiy Filipchuk addressed to Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary Ambassador of Slovakia 
Republic in Ukraine  Mr Pavel Gamzhik in order to discuss the Plan of Activities on the 
implementation by Parties the procedures under the Articles 2-7 of Espo Convention. On the 
request of Slovakia Party the copy  of this  letter was given to Slovakia Party  during  the 
Negotiations.  
2. Slovakia Party informed the Ukrainian Party about the complex process  of Environment Impact 
Assessment (EIA) on the project «Mochovce Nuclear Power Plant VVER 4 х 440 MV – Project 
No. 3», and besides this notes in August 2009,  as  a country of Origin, sent Ukrainian Party, as an 
Affected Party, EIA on the Project in accordance with the requirements of Espo Convention on the 
addresses of contact  persons, on the basis of  that  Ukrainian Party  became the participant of 
process EIA. Slovakia Party  on the basis of  abovementioned  expected  from Ukrainian Party to 
receive the position dealing with the process of EIA. During the Negotiations Slovakia Party  
propounded to receive from Ukrainian Party  till 31.12.2009 the position on  the planned activity in 
the framework of abovementioned project. 
3. Ukrainian Party  took the information into consideration, indicated in the  item 2 of this 
Protocol, as far as Ukrainian Party  declared Slovakia Party, that did not receive  the Notification  in 
accordance with the Article 3.1., 3.2. of Espo Convention, and twice, since June 2009 made the 
request for the official Notification on the Project and also  asked  Slovakia Party to hold 
consultations on the issues  concerning the implementation of procedures under Espo Convention 
by letters, adressed to the Minister  of Environment  Protection of Slovakia Republic on behalf of 
Minister  of Environment Protection of Ukraine (02.06.2009, 02.10.2009).  
4. Slovakia Party  declared Ukrainian Party  that  it  sent  on February, 20, 2009 the Notification 
on the Project with  the relevant  documentation by the same way, as to the other affected  Parties, 
that was  indicated  in the letter from 24.06.2009 to the Minister  of Environment Protection of 
Ukraine on behalf of the Minister  of Environment Protection of Slovakia Republic. The same  
position was noted by Slovakia Party in the letter to the Minister  of Environment Protection of 
Ukraine on behalf of Minister  of Environment Protection of Slovakia Republic from 14.12.2009. 
Besides the other information,  in  the mentioned letters  was  indicated, that Slovakia Party  
considered Ukrainian  Party as the participant of process EIA.  Slovakia party suggests to carry the 
decision  of this problem on the level of the European Commission and inform Secretariat Espo 
about the current situation. 
5. Slovakia Party took into consideration the suggestion of Ukrainian Party on further 
communication concerning the realization of the procedure using the diplomatic channels.  
6. In spite of the fact that Ukrainian party noted that had not received the Notification and offered 
to design and implement in accordance with the Plan offred during the consultations on 21.12.2009 
as follows: 
6.1. Slovakia Party shall sent Ukrainian  party in Russian language till January, 11, 2010 EIA and 
Summary on the EIA without any Annexes ; 
6.2. Ukrainian Party is obligated to spread the documentation among the central and local 
authorities and also notify public and during 30 days to gather proposals and comments of central 
and local authorities; 



6.3.On the 32th -33rd day after receiving EIA, Ukrainian Party shall arrange the public hearings in 
Uzhgorod, after holding them, it will be given 7-10 days for receiving additional comments, 
proposals and remarks of public. 
6.4 On the 45th day after the receiving EIA Ukrainian Party shall transfer to Slovakia Party the 
summarized comments, proposals and remarks of public and also central and local authorities. 
6.5. In 7-10 days after implementation the Item 6.4., consultations will be held in accordance with 
the Article 5 Espo Conventions.  The place of holding the consultations (in Ukraine or Slovakia) 
will be agreed additionally. 
6.6. Ukrainian Party proposed to review the issue on the  financing of holding the public hearings 
on the territory of Ukraine. 
7. After implementation of the procedures, indicated in Items 6.4., 6.5. Slovakia Party will 
provide the Final Decision in accordance with the Item 6 of Espo Convention. 
8.  Slovakia Party took into consideration the proposed by Ukrainian Party  Plan-Schedule on the 
implementation of provisions of Espo Convention concerning the Project  «Mochovce Nuclear 
Power Plant VVER 4 х 440 MV – Project No. 3» and supposed that  the further  decision  on the 
this situation will be reviewed on the bileteral level, European Commission and Espo Convention.   
 
For Ukrainian Party 
 
Deputy Minister for Environment Protection of 
Ukraine 
D. Gurskiy 
 

For Slovakia Party 
 
Head of Division for Assessment, Analysis of 
Environment Impact of Ministry for 
Environment Protection of Slovakia Republic 
D. Zhyshkova 
 

  
 
 


