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In accordance with the accreditation procedures applicable to al meetings held at the Palais
des Nations, delegates are requested to complete the attached registration form and transmit it, at
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mail to: alison.mangin@unece.org).

In Geneva, prior to the session, delegates are requested to present themselves at the Pass
and ldentification Unit of the UNOG Security and Safety Section, located at the VillaLes
Feuillantines, 13 Avenue de la Paix (see attached map), in order to be issued with an identification
badge. In case of difficulties, please contact the ECE secretariat (Annual Session of the
Commission - Tel: +41 22 917 28 92 ; Spring Seminar - Tel +41 22 917 27 18).

For reasons of economy, delegates are requested to bring copies of the documents
mentioned in the provisional agendato the meeting. There will be no documentation available in
the meeting room.
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1. Adoption of the Agenda
Policy/High Level Segment: 3-4 May
2. Greater cohesion within the ECE region
(@  Theeconomic regeneration of South East Europe
(b)  Possihilities of increasing regional cooperation within the ECE region, taking into
account the experience of the transition process
3. Operational activities: Re-thinking the strategy

General Segment: 5 May

4. Cross-sectoral and intersectoral concerns: Update on developments with the participation
of the Chairpersons of the Principal Subsidiary Bodies

5. Contributing to global debates and events

6. Matters arising from the work of the subsidiary bodies requiring decision by the
Commission

7. Report on the work of the Group of Experts on the Programme of Work
8. Election of Officers
9. Other business

10.  Adoption of the report.



Time Agendaitem Introduction Explanatory Notes Documentation
3May |lItem1
10am. | Adoption of theagenda | Chairman of the The adoption of the agenda will be followed by E/ECE/1375/Rev.1
Commission opening remarks by the Secretary-General, the
Chairman of the Commission and the Executive
Secretary.
am./ Item 2
p.m. Greater cohesion within | Chairman and The discussion under item 2(a) will draw upon the -
the ECE region Executive Secretary | Spring Seminar’s genera debate on the transition

(&) The economic
regeneration of South
East Europe

process after ten years, focussing on South East
Europe where the process of creating market
economies has proved more difficult than in certain
other countries. The discussion will be structured
around three sub-themes:

0] Long-term strategy for South East Europe
(i) International support for South East Europe
(i) The political context for regional cooperation

Each segment will be introduced by a Lead Speaker.
The ensuing discussion, which will benefit from the
conclusions of the previous day’ s seminar on the
transition process after ten years, will involve
representatives of Governments and other partners of
ECE, including OSCE and the Council of Europe.
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Time Agendaitem Introduction Explanatory Notes Documentation
4May |Item2(b)
am. Possihilities of increasing | Executive Secretary |  Building on the debate during the Seminar and the -
regional cooperation preceding day, the discussion under Item 2(b) will
within the ECE region, focus on how the work of the regional entities and
taking into account the sub-regional groupings can be further devel oped and
experience of the made more coherent so as to contribute to economic
transition process development throughout Europe.
Debate under thisitem will include reactions from
Governments, representatives of OSCE, the Council
of Europe, sub-regiona groupings, initiatives and
programmes.
4May |Item3
p.m. Operational activities: Executive Secretary | The Commission will have before it a note which E/ECE/1376

Re-thinking the strategy

examines how the secretariat can better focus and
organize its operational activities according to a
better-defined strategy.
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Time Agendaitem Introduction Explanatory Notes Documentation
SMay Item 4
am. Cross-sectoral and Executive Secretary | Of the four cross-sectoral concernsidentified in the E/ECE/1377

intersectoral concerns:
Update on developments
with the participation of
the Chairpersons of the
Principal Subsidiary
Bodies

Pan of Action, the two scheduled to be reviewed at
the fifty-fifth session are the “involvement of the
business community in ECE activities’ and the
“gpecia concern for the economiesin transition”.
Document E/ECE/1376 on operational activities
addresses the latter while document E/ECE/1377
provides information on the involvement of the
business community in ECE’s activities during the
past year.

Document E/ECE/1377 also provides updated
information on intersectoral linkages within the
Commission, e.g. transportation/environment,
environment/ energy, transportation/environment
(ECE) and health (WHO).
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Time Agendaitem Introduction Explanatory Notes Documentation
5May |[Item5
am. Contributing to global Executive Secretary | Document E/ECE/1378 brings to the attention of E/ECE/1378

debates and events

the Commission the decision of the General Assembly
to accept the offer of the Government of Germany to
host aregional Ministerial Conference on Ageing
under the aegis of ECE and invites the Commission to
decide to hold this Conference in Berlin in September
2002, pursuant to the offer of the Government of
Germany. A framework for the preparatory process
leading up to this Conference is also suggested.

The same document provides information on other
activities of the Commission which have been
undertaken at the request of globa bodies including
brief summary of the ECE Regional preparatory
meeting for the 2000 Review of the Implementation of
the Beijing Platform for Action. In this connection,
the Commission is requested to record its full support
for the outcome agreed to at the meeting.

The document aso summarizes the contribution of
the Regional Commissionsto UNCTAD X.
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Time Agendaitem Introduction Explanatory Notes Documentation
S5May |Item6
am. Matters arising from the | Executive Secretary | Document E/ECE/1379 brings to the attention of E/ECE/1379
work of the subsidiary the Commission any matters arising from the work of
bodies requiring decision the Principal Subsidiary Bodies which require decision
by the Commission by the Commission.
SMay ltem 7
am. Report on the work of Chairman of the Under thisitem, the Chairman of the Group of E/ECE/1380
the Group of Expertson | Group of Experts Experts on the Programme of Work will brief the
the Programme of Work | on the Programme | Commission on the work undertaken by the Group
of Work since the fifty-fourth session of the Commission.
S5May |Item8
p.m. Election of Officers Chairman -
Item 9
Other business
Item 10 Draft report
Adoption of the report Rapporteur prepared during the

Commission session
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General Notes

1. The fifty-fifth session of the Commission (3-5 May 2000) will be preceded by a seminar
on 2 May, on “From plan to market: the transition process after ten years’. Debate under the
session’s agendaitems 2(a) and 2(b) will draw upon the seminar’ s discussion.

2. In accordance with the Commission’s Rules of Procedure, the documents referred to in
the Provisional Agenda will, wherever possible, be transmitted to Governments in the
Commission’s three officia languages (English, French, Russian) not less than forty-two days
before the opening of the session, i.e. not later than 22 March 2000.

3. As part of the ongoing efforts of all concerned to revitalize the sessions of the
Commission, and in keeping with the previous session of the Commission, the Bureau recommends
that delegations, PSB Chairmen and representatives from other organizationg/initiatives should
refrain from general statements and limit themselves to specific observations and proposals for
action. Any delegation wishing to provide atext for distribution is requested to provide the
secretariat, preferably in advance of the Session, with sufficient copies (approximately 75).
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UNITED NATIONS OFFICE - GENEVA

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FORM

Title of the Conference

Fifty-fifth session of the Economic Commission for Europe- 3-5 May 2000
Seminar “From plan to market: the transition process after ten years’- 2 May 2000

elegation/Participant of country, Organization or Agency)
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Delegation Member M|
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Official position (in own country):
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Bus Stop, Route 18
to and from Airport

Registration Desk
Villa Les Feuillantines
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