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Forest landscape restoration 
efforts in Uzbekistan
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Excellences, colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
I would like to thank you again for an opportunity to present a regional Strategy for landscape restoration and greening the infrastructure of the Caucasus and Central Asia.
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The forest resources of Uzbekistan
The forest area of Uzbekistan covers more than 3.5 million hectares, of which 12% is mountain forests, 7% located in valleys and plains and 81% in deserts.
One of the main problems is the conservation and increase of local types of trees, such as Pistachio vera (pistachio), Juglans (walnuts), Amygdalus communis (almonds), Populus (poplar), Fraxinus (ash), Ulmus (elm), Haloxylon (saxaul) and Salsola (saltwort). 
There is no unified policy on national management and planning, restoration of forest areas, conservation of biodiversity and the creation of a bank of forest genetic resources.
The dynamics of the forest sector of Uzbekistan
In Uzbekistan, forests, like in other Central Asian countries, have mainly protective functions and play an important role in combating desertification, preventing erosion and other natural disasters, as well as protecting irrigated agricultural lands and pastures from degradation. They have a significant impact on other sectors of the national economy, such as agriculture, livestock and water conservation. 
A significant part of the population of Uzbekistan lives in rural areas, and their life and well-being are directly connected with forests and other categories of land of the State Forest Fund (SFF). Due to insufficient institutional capacity and the management system, there are cases of unrecorded fellings for fuel wood and of uncontrolled grazing, which is a cause of forest degradation.
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Salt covered cars during a dust and salt 
storm (May 27, 2018)

 Climate changing
 Desertification
 Overgrazing
 Sand and Dust Storms
 Lack of sustainable management

Overview of main drivers of forest               
landscape degradation 
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Қорақалпоғистон Республикаси ва вилоятлар ҳудудларида 2021 йилда ўрмонзорлар, шунингдек, Орол денгизининг суви қуриган тубида ва Оролбўйи ҳудудларида «яшил қопламалар» барпо этиш ҳажмлари иловага мувофиқ тасдиқлансин.
Бунда республика бўйича жами ўрмонзор барпо этилиши режалаштирилган 560 минг гектар ер майдонининг 375 минг гектари — Қорақалпоғистон Республикасидаги ўрмон фонди ерлари ва Орол денгизининг суви қуриган ҳудудларида, 172 минг гектари — Хоразм, Бухоро ва Навоий вилоятларидаги Оролбўйи ҳудудларида ҳамда 13 минг гектари — бошқа ҳудудлардаги ўрмон фондининг тоғ, водий ва тўқай ерларида барпо этилиши белгилансин.
What is your Bonn Challenge pledge and what national priorities do you hope to achieve through FLR?
Uzbekistan committed to increase its forest cover by 500,000 ha by 2030 under the Bonn Challenge. Moreover, commitment also included an additional 500,000 ha to be restored and afforested if financial support provided. Trough National Forestry Plan we did hope to achieve.
What process are you following to decide where and how to restore? Who is involved in the decision making and implementation?
From 2011 to 2020, Uzbekistan has restored forest landscapes in the area of more than 1,560,000 ha, thus already fulfilling its Bonn Challenge pledge. 
What is the next target for you? 
To increase forest cover of Uzbekistan to 15% by 2030. To achieve this target this year we prepared about more than 80 mln seedlings and we should to restore and afforest about an additional 1 mln ha.
Do you plan to aim more ambitiously now that you have seen such strong results?
Of course, to achieve the next target we are considering to aim more ambitiously. It gives us an effort towards national priorities on land degradation, soil erosion, biodiversity, climate change and etc.
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Overview of the progress in achieving targets 
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Overview of the progress in achieving targets 
Preparing sand storage furrows
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Aerosowing, February 2020. Accounting completed, June 2020

Using aircraft for sowing seeds
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Row planting of saxaul seedlings on sandy sediments
(planting in spring - 2019, 69 km from the zero point)
Aerosowing, February 2020. Accounting completed, June 2020

Using aircraft for sowing seeds
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Nut tree species 
in mountain and 
valley zones
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Every year about 10 000 ha nut tree plantations
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Lacking to achieve FLR targets 
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 To carry out an inventory of forests;
 To establish Data Center;
 To develop capacity building of 

specialists;
 Lack of capacities, policies and technical 

equipments;
 To develop SFM models;
 To involve private sector;
 To integrate innovative approaches.
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Thank you for your attention and we hope to get your support in restoring ecosystems in the region. 
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Support of international organizations
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 To implement FLR resilient 
projects; 
 To digitize forest sector;
 To develop SFM models 

through involvement of local 
community and private sector;
 To develop capacity building of 

specialists.
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Developed C&I are presented to International platforms to inform and receive feedback of interested parties and organizations and ask for support of the partner organizations in facilitation of the further development of the implementation of the C&I.
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Thank you!

Abduvokhid Zakhadullaev
Head of Department
State Forestry Committee on Forestry 
of the Republic of Uzbekistan
09 December 2020, Tashkent (Uzbekistan)
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Thank you for your attention and we hope to get your support in restoring ecosystems in the region. 
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