
1

Convention on International Trade in Endangered 
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora

www.CITES.org

CITES: 30 years of 
compliance/enforcement practice



CITES
• CITES is the Convention on International Trade in 

Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora

• It is also known as the Washington Convention, as it
was signed in Washington D.C.

…in operation for 30 years…in operation for 30 years

• CITES was signed on 3 March 
1973, and entered into force on 1 
July 1975
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…is relevant to an ever-increasing number of Parties



The Aims of CITES

• Regulated trade (effective and consistent)

• Science-based decisions

• Cooperation at multiple levels

• Conservation results

• Sustainable use of wildlife

• Towards a  ’green’ 
certification?



• CITES regulates the export, re-export and import of live 
and dead animals and plants and their parts and 
derivatives (for listed species only) through a system of 
permits and certificates

• These permits or certificates may only be issued if certain 
conditions are met and must be presented when leaving 
or entering a country

• For Appendix I and II-listed species, the most important 
conditions are that international trade in these species
must not be detrimental to their survival in the wild and
that specimens were legally acquired

How CITES works



Appendix I
530 a, 300p Appendix II

4400a, 28000p

Annexe III
255a, 7p

How CITES works



CITES permits and certificates

• CITES documents are 
standardized for:

• Format

• Language & terminology

• Information

• Duration of validity

• Issuance procedures

• Clearance procedures



CITES and the timber trade



Illegal logging and trade



Operatives conjoints 
autorités environnementales, police, armée, procureurs



DETENTIONS





1. Défrichement illicite (non autorisé au préalable)

2. Coupe et abatage illicites d’acajou et cèdre

3. Ouverture de routes clandestines

4. Trafic illégal d’animaux sauvages (poissons, 
oiseaux et insectes)

5. Pêche illicite

6. Braconnage

7. Pollution des ressources hydriques

Crimes environnementaux vérifiés



Occupation illicite de terres

Trafic d’armes lourdes

Formation de groupes armés

Violence et assassinats

Travaux forcés, esclavage

Évasion fiscale et blanchissement d’argent

Appropriation du savoir traditionnel (Etnopiratarie)

Trafic de drogues (laboratoires)

Délits associés au déboisement



Tools - Memoranda of Understanding

World Customs Organization
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