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• Non for profit association
• Founded in 1980
• Statutory mission : promoting RES through better knowledge of the markets

About Observ’ER
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Publishing activity

EurObserv’ER barometers

Monitoring activity



Project Leader

Observ’ER (Observatoire des énergies renouvelables - France)

Co-contractants

• Erec (European renewable energy council - Belgium) - market survey

• Eurec Agency (Belgium) - Policy survey

• “Jozef Stefan” Institute - Energy Efficiency Centre (Slovenia) - energy data collection

• Eufores (European forum on renewable energy source - Spain) - communication

EurObserv’ER Consortium
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• Since 1999 :
50 barometers done

• Objectives :

Measure and analyse the progress of RES in the E.U
Wind power
PV
Biofuels 
Biogas
Solar thermal
Wood energy
SHP or Geothermal

Evaluate the current trend with respect to the EU objectives

Disseminate the results

Context and objectives



A particular framework for data collection

• High reactivity: data on year n to be collected during year 
n+1

• Aim is to give an idea of trends, not consolidated and exact 
figures

• Quantitative data and qualitative analysis

• All 25 member states

The main questions : 

Who counts what and when?

Who has the most reliable information?

Best available information



Wood energy sector

• Data sources

National energy agencies

IEA

Ministry departments

Consultancies

TSO

Consumption of primary energy from wood

Gross electricity generation from wood energy 

• Statistics needed on energy production

Market survey about yearly capacity installed

Evaluation of the total capacity installed 

Description of the industrialists

Support scheme

…

• Information about the sector growth



Wood energy sector

Example of statistic indicators



Wood energy sector

Example of 
economical 
indicators



Energy production monitoring

• Some changes in statistical series for countries

• Different national nomenclatures (according to the countries, agricultural 
residues are included or not in the solid biomass topic)

• TSOs do not all publish technology specific figures

• Few figures about heat production (as final energy) - Mix of wood burn for 
heat production and heat production from wood energy

Problems encountered



Market and total capacity monitoring

• Sectors are mostly monitored through the support they are given

• Figures of supported and not installed capacities

• Problem of years 1985-1995 : difficulty to piece together total 
installed capacities

Problems encountered



Futur improvements for wood energy 
barometers

• Include information about CHP (biomass)

• Use energetic factors of wood used to make 
crossed analyses

• Include information about the origin of the wood 
used



www.energies-renouvelables.org


