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Annex 1 
(in English only) 

 

Extracts from the 2001 Report of the JOINT FAO/ECE WORKING PARTY ON FOREST 
ECONOMICS AND STATISTICS, Twenty-third session, 14-16 May 2001 
 
47. Role of the Working Party. For the three programme areas assigned to it, the Working 
Party will have responsibility for detailed review of the elements of the integrated program of 
work of the joint secretariat. The work of the Working Party will continue to rely on the 
existence of Teams of Specialists. Therefore the Working Party must be more directly 
responsible for development of the mandate and terms of reference for Teams of Specialists, and 
Teams must be asked to report through the Working Party to the parent bodies in order to ensure 
effective oversight. The Working Party will be responsible for (1) providing guidance to the 
Teams of Specialists on the decisions of the parent bodies, and (2) communicating to the parent 
bodies the results of the work of the Teams of Specialists. 
 
48. The bureau of the Working Party (chair and vice-chairs) will function in a manner 
comparable to the bureaux of the parent bodies: the Working Party can authorise its bureau to 
take decisions in the period between sessions, subject to review at the following session of the 
Working Party. 
 
49. The bureau of the Working Party is expected to contribute actively to the work of the 
bureaux of the parent bodies, and should be represented by its chair at the annual bureaux 
meetings. 
 
50. With regard to periodicity of Working Party sessions, the Working Party will begin 
meeting on an annual basis starting in 2002.  Meetings will take place in March or April, to 
precede the meeting of the bureaux of the parent bodies.  Meetings of the Working Party will 
remain 2 to 3 days in duration. 
 
51. In summary, the Working Party’s advice to the parent bodies is for (1) renewed 
commitment for participation in the Working Party, (2) recognition of the responsibility for 
oversight of Teams of Specialists that accompanies the role of the Working Party, and (3) annual 
meetings of the Working Party that are designed to integrate more effectively with other 
activities of the parent bodies. 
 
52. In themselves, these clarifications in roles and changes in methods of work will not be 
sufficient to ensure that the Working Party remains an effective, intergovernmental, body. There 
must be a renewed commitment on the part of member governments to contribute to this aspect 
of the integrated program of work through participation in the sessions of the Working Party. 
Continued low levels of participation result in ineffective functioning of the Working Party and 
ultimately transfer its responsibilities in implementing the integrated programme of work 
(notably, detailed review of elements of the integrated programme of work) to the parent bodies. 
 
53. In addition to wide representation of member governments, participation in the Working 
Party must continue to include individuals who combine competence in the area of forest 
economics and statistics and authority to represent the views of their governments. 
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(in English only) 
 
Extracts from the 2003 Report of the JOINT FAO/ECE WORKING PARTY ON FOREST 
ECONOMICS AND STATISTICS, Twenty-fifth session, 24 - 26 February 2003 
 
42. The Working Party considered whether it had achieved the objectives it had set itself when 
it reformed its methods of work in 2000.  It drew the following conclusions: 
 
Annual sessions were necessary and should be continued; 
 
The teams of specialists for the three work areas should be asked whether the guidance offered 
by the Working Party had been useful to them.  Likewise the parent bodies should be asked 
whether the Working Party had helped them to achieve their goals; 
 
The country coverage of the participation in the session had been disappointing (no participation 
from North America and only a few countries from Central and Eastern Europe, none from the 
CIS).  The bureau should write to non-participating counties to emphasize the advantages of 
active participation and to ascertain the reasons for their lack of participation; 
 
The discussions at the 2003 session had been lively and constructive, mainly because the 
documents submitted had been well written and of good technical quality; 
 
However, the volume of the documentation circulated shortly before the meeting had been too 
large to be sufficiently discussed and prepared in countries in advance; 
 
Some delegations noted the difficulties they had faced in preparing themselves for technical and 
policy interventions in three differing and highly technical work areas. 
 


