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Progress Report by the Team Leader

UNECE/FAO Team of Specialists on Forest Products Markets and Marketing

This note is referred to in paragraphs 17-18 of TIM/EFC/WP.2/2003/3
	This report by the Team Leader of the UNECE/FAO Team of Specialists on Forest Products Markets and Marketing to the Working Party describes the Team’s achievements in carrying out its mandate.

The Working Party is invited to review the Team’s activities and achievements. The Working Party is asked specifically to give guidance on the following:

1. Proposed work by the Team on illegal logging

2. Survey on major market-related outputs of UNECE/FAO
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UNECE/FAO TEAM OF SPECIALISTS ON FOREST PRODUCTS 

MARKETS AND MARKETING

Team Leader’s Progress Report to the Working Party on Forest Economics and Statistics 

Submitted by Christopher Gaston, Team Leader, 17 February 2003
Introduction

The UNECE/FAO Team of Specialists on Forest Products Markets and Marketing was initiated in September of 2001.  Through discussion that took place in conjunction with the Timber Committee Market Discussions in Geneva at that time, a Team Leader was nominated and elected, and the terms of reference were undertaken by the Team.  As a result of this process, four individual subgroups were formed, each with an elected leader.  Each subgroup has well defined, agreed upon mandates.  This report is intended to update the Working Party on Forest Economics and Statistics on the progress after a year and a half since the conception of the Team.

Like any new group of professional volunteers, it is not too surprising that the Team started off modestly in its first year in existence.  Nevertheless, by the end of its first year, the Team did evolve to define what it was it could and could not do in its efforts to deal with the mandate as initially put forth by its creators.  This became clear in a very constructive meeting that happened in September of 2002, also in conjunction with the Timber Committee Market Discussions in Geneva.  The results of this meeting and the subgroup breakout sessions that were held are presented in a separate supplementary document for the Working Party.  It clearly deals with the issues of scope within each subgroup. In addition it proposes revised terms for the Team, consistent with what was believed that could reasonably be accomplished on a voluntary basis.

Accomplishment of mandate

In brief, we have addressed all of the mandated tasks set forth by the parent bodies. By original mandate number, the Team has, and is in the process of:

1. advising the TC and EFC on forest products market developments.

2. being a forum for discussion of forest products marketing in the UNECE region.

3. undertaking studies on marketing issues, emerging markets, market developments, etc.

4. providing assistance in marketing to central and eastern European countries through information collection, analysis and dissemination, including workshops.

5. contributing to the Committee's annual market discussions.

6. advising the TC and EFC on their market-related publications, specifically these issues of the Timber Bulletin: "Forest Products Annual Market Review", "Forest Products Markets in (present year) and Prospects for (next year)", "Forest Products Prices", "Forest Products Trade Flow Data" and "Forest Products Statistics".

7. contributing information to the TC and EFC on markets for certified forest products for the annual discussion of this sector, the chapter in the Forest Products Annual Market Review and the Status of Forest Certification in the ECE Region.
8. analyzing market trends and forecasts for the TC and EFC forest sector outlook studies.

9. advising the secretariat on the UNECE/FAO Forest Products Marketing Programme, including dissemination of information through the Market Information Service on the Committee's website. 

The specific means by which the Team is accomplishing our mandated tasks are described below and in the attached reports for each subgroup. 

The proposed new mandate continues with these main mandated items. In the report as presented, clear objectives are outlined for current and future work.  These are summarized here as a progress statement to date, with the four subgroups accomplishing their mandated tasks.

Subgroup progress

Subgroup A

Subgroup Leader, Sylvain Labbé (Canada)

Tasks (Mandate items 1, 7 and 9). Provide a forum for discussion of forest products marketing in the UNECE region. Contribute to the annual TC Market Discussions and thereby advise the TC and EFC on forest products market developments.

This has been addressed by the Subgroup in a number of areas:

· Proposition to rationalize and standardize the country market reports before the Timber Committee market discussions.  Standardized format and timely distributions from all participating countries.  This is being led by Michael Buckley (United States), and will be reported on in June 2003.

· Proposition to report on the effectiveness of various wood promotion campaigns in Europe and North America.  This is being led by Michael Buckley, and will be reported on at the next meeting of the Team in October 2003.

· Proposition to update information for the TC and EFC on markets for certified wood products.  This has been dealt with via an internal Team draft report on illegal cutting worldwide, led by the Quebec Wood Export Bureau.    Also planned is a report updating global forest certification, led by Keith Forsyth (United Kingdom).  This will be reported on in June, 2003.

The  secretariat asks the Working Party to discuss  the team’s  approach to certification by undertaking a background, literature review of  the forest law enforcement governance and trade issue, which includes illegal logging and provide guidance for future activities. The Team proposal is to complete a paper in conjunction with the UNECE/FAO secretariat and to bring it forward to the annual Timber Committee Market Discussion in October 2003 in  fulfilment of its mandate.

Subgroup Group B

Subgroup Leader, Christopher Gaston (Canada)

Task (Mandate item 8). Analyse market trends and forecasts for the TC and EFC forest sector outlook studies.

This has been addressed by:

· Through survey, preparing a preliminary list of the members of the Team of Specialists by country, areas of expertise, and sources of forest products production and trade data.  This has been presented to Dr. Volker Sasse, Project Leader, European Forest Sector Outlook Studies.  While not all of the Team of Specialists has been surveyed, a updated list will be provided to Dr. Sasse by October, 2003.  (See Attachment One.)

· Collecting a list of voluntary reviewers from the Team of Specialists for the upcoming UNECE/FAO European Forest Sector Outlook Study’s “Outlook on Forest Products Markets”.  This list has been provided to Dr. Sasse, and he will ensure that all get a draft for review. 

· The group is to address and report on the need to improve the quality of production and trade data coming from eastern Europe (at the request of Dr. Sasse).  This will be reported on in the October 2003 meeting of the Team.

Subgroup Group C

Subgroup Leader, Dr. Zolt Kovàcs (Hungary)

Task (Mandate item 6). Advise the TC and EFC on their market-related publications, specifically these issues of the Timber Bulletin: "Forest Products Annual Market Review", "Forest Products Markets: Prospects for (next year)", "Forest Products Prices", "Forest Products Trade Flow Data" and "Forest Products Statistics".

This has been addressed by:

· The group has constructed a survey to aid in measuring the effect off the above publications and how they might be improved.  This survey is in the process of implementation and will be reported at the October 2003 Team meeting.  A copy is included as Attachment Two.

· The time line of survey execution is as follows:
· Confirmation or objection from the Working Party: end-February.

· Compilation of list of addressees from the secretariat: mid-March. 

· Questionnaire circulation with proposed return of end April: mid-April

· Closure of reception of answers: end May

· Processing of answers: mid-July
The secretariat requests the Working Party to review the survey, taking account of its own discussion of options for major market related outputs  and its proposed distribution to heads of delegations and other delegates of the Timber Committee and European Forestry Commission, members of the Working Party, the  Team of Specialists, the Forest Communicators Network, and other people to be suggested by the secretariat.

Subgroup Group D

Subgroup Leader, Jeremy Wall (European Commission)

Tasks (Mandate items 3 and 4). Undertake activities, e.g. information exchange, workshops, conferences, studies, etc., on market and marketing issues, market developments and emerging markets, especially in central and eastern European countries.

This has been addressed by:

· A Team web site in the process of creation (led by Richard Vlosky (United States))

· Compile a report on the state of bio-fuels (led by Florian Borlea (Romania))

· Compile a report on forest certification, including illegal logging (in support of Subgroup A)

· Compile a report on novel and innovative uses of wood: expanding and enhancing the global markets for wood (led by Harijs Jordans (Latvia)).

· Compile a report on the effectiveness in wood promotion campaigns, in conjunction with Subgroup A (led by David Venables (United Kingdom)).

· Recognition that the EU report on the “Enhanced Use of Wood” could serve as a background document to activities in this field and further work of the EU working group could be reported to the Subgroup as appropriate.

Please refer to Attachment Three for details.

As can be seen by the seen by the September 2002 Team meeting notes and this update, very positive strides are being met in the support of the UNECE/FAO program in forest products markets and marketing.  The team is made up of an impressive collection of global expertise in the area of forest products markets and marketing, and we look forward in continuing to serve in this important capacity.

Yours sincerely,

Christopher Gaston,

Team Leader

Attachment One

Subgroup B

Preliminary List of Team Specialist Areas of Expertise
	UNECE/FAO TEAM OF SPECIALISTS ON FOREST PRODUCTS MARKETS AND MARKETING
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Name
	Affiliation
	Country
	Major Interest
	Country Interest
	Country Statistics Sources
	
	Contact Information

	
	
	
	
	(other than own)
	Production
	Trade
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Janssens, Eva
	European Panel Federation
	Belgium
	Structural panels; 
non-structural panels
	Europe
	Member questionaires
Eurostat
FAO
	Member questionaires
Eurostat
FAO
	Ph:  +32 2 556 25 89
Fax:  +32 2 556 25 84
e-mail:  eva.janssens@europanels.org

	Gaston, Christopher
	Forintek Canada Corp.
	Canada
	Sawn softwood;
sawn hardwood;
structural panels; non-structural panels; prefab;
furniture & interior finish; engineered wood products (EWP's)
	USA
Japan
China
	Statistics Canada
Provincial statistics
Industry Associations (Council of Forest Industries; individual lumber associations; BC Wood; Quebec Wood Export Export Bureau)
	Statistics Canada
	Ph:  +1 604 222 5722
Fax:  +1 604 222 5722
e-mail:  gaston@van.forintek.ca

	Labbe, Sylvain
	Quebec Wood Export
Bureau
	Canada
	Sawn softwood;
sawn hardwood;
prefab; furniture &
interior finish
	Japan
W. Europe
China
India
	Canadian Forest Service; Statistics
Canada; Provincial statistics
	Primarilly associations
(COFI, QLMA, QWEB, 
BC-Wood, MLB, etc.)
	Ph:  +1 418-650-6385
Fax:  +1 418-650-9011
e-mail:  slabbe@quebecwoodexport.com

	Kovàcs, Zsolt 
	University of West Hungary
	Hungary
	EWP's; furniture & 
interior finish
	Slovakia
Poland
Sweden
	State Forest Service
Ministry of Agri., Dept. of Forests
National Institute of Statistics
	FAGOSZ (National Federation 
of Wood Product Companies);
State Forest Service
	Ph:  +36 99-518 231
Fax:  +36 99-518 231
e-mail:  zskovacs@fmk.nyme.hu

	Murphy, Gerard
	Coillte - the Irish Forestry
Board
	Ireland
	Roundwood;
sawn softwood;
non-structural 
wood panels
	United Kingdom
	Annual Reports of Coillte, ITC and
Coford
	CSO, Coillte, Coford
	Ph:  +353 1- 6635267
Fax:  +353 1-676 8598
e-mail:  Gerard.Murpy@coillte.ie

	Lebedys, Arvydas 
	Center of Forest Economics
(MEC)
	Lithuania
	Roundwood; sawn softwood; sawn hardwood; structural panels; non-structural panels
	Baltic States
Poland
	Staistical Office
Associations
Direct contacts
	Statistical Office
Customs Department
	Ph:  +370   5-2799 969
Fax: +370   5-2799 971
e-mail:  arvis@takas.it

	Bali, Ramazan
	General Directorate of 
Forestry, Ministry of Forests
	Turkey
	Roundwood; sawn softwood;
sawn hardwood;
structural panels; non-structural panels; prefab;
furniture & interior finish; engineered wood products (EWP's)
	Russian Federation
Other CIS
Middle East
	General Directorate of Forestry (GDF)
	Govenernment Statistics Institute
	Ph:  +90 312-223 9171
Fax:  +90 312-223 4532
e-mail:  ip2@ogm.gov.tr

	Forsyth, Keith 
	VELUX A/S
	United
Kingdom
	Sawn softwood;
furniture & interior finish
	Europe
	Timber Trade Federation
Overseas Federations (FFIF, etc.)
	Timber Trade Federation
Overseas Federations (FFIF, etc.)
	Ph:  +44 1 592 773 181
Fax:  +44 1 592 773 253
e-mail:  Keith.Forsyth@velux.com

	Ince, Peter
	USDA Forest Service
	USA
	Pulp & paper
	Canada
	American Forest & Paper Association
forcasts (AF&PA);  USDA Forest Service
	US Department of Commerce; 
AF&PA; USDA Forest Service
	Ph:  +1 608-231-9364
Fax: +1 608-231-9508
e-mail: pince@fs.fed.us


Sawn softwood;

sawn hardwood;

structural panels; prefab;


Europe

South America


Associations (APA-the Engineered Wood

Assoc.; Southern Forest Products Assoc.;


US Department of Commerce; 


Ph:  +1 304-481-2727

Fax:  +1 304-431-2772

	e-mail:  aschuler@fs.fed.us

	Vlosky, Richard 
	Louisiana State University
	USA
	Sawn softwood;
sawn hardwood;
structural panels; engineered wood products (EWP's)
	Latin America
	Associations and Government
	Associations and Government
	Ph:  +1 225-578 4527
Fax:  +1 225-578 4251
e-mail:  rvlosky@agcenter.lsu.edu

	Glavonjic, Branko
	University of Belgrade
	Yugoslavia
	Roundwood; Sawn softwood; sawn hardwood; structural panels; prefab; furniture & interior finish; (EWP's)
	CIS, EU
	Statistical Yearbook
Statistical Bulletin
Company data
	Statistical Yearbook of 
Foreign Trade
	Ph:  +381  11-553 122
Fax:  +381  11-545 485
e-mail:  brankogl@net.yu


Attachment Two

Subgroup C

Survey on Effectiveness of UNECE/FAO Market-Related Publications

Excerpts from a report to the Subgroup members regarding a survey of UNECE/FAO Market-related publications

By Dr. Zsolt Kovács, Subgroup Leader

The objective of a test questionnaire was to assess if the questions are unambiguously referring to the opinions that we need. 

Below I list what we have from the 17 replies that evidence how the addressees interpreted the individual questions. Indeed, most of them answered.  For your convenience, I also annex the Test Questionnaires for easy identification.

Question 1: All agree except one, four made remarks.

Question 2: All agree except one, five made remarks.

Question 3: All agree, four made remarks.

Question 4: All agree except two, two made remarks.

Question 5: All agree, a number made remark.

Question 6: Two disagree with remarks.

Question 7: Two disagree, three made remarks.

Question 8: One disagrees, two made remarks.

Question 9: All agree, two made remarks.

Question 10: All agree, no remarks.

Question 11: Four disagree with remarks.

Question 12: All agree, a few made supporting remarks.

The remarks made never referred to the interpretation of the question, nor gave they hints to different interpretations. Rather they justified the responder’s agreement or disagreement, or complimented the conditions for agreement in the respective question. From this we can conclude that the questions have been formulated in a clear and expedient way.

The next steps would be:

1. to make a final decision whether the questionnaire is useful.  If so, should it be in this form or does it need further improvement?  The discussion of options on the major market-related outputs should be taken into account in this context.   Therefore, I ask the opinion of the Working Party on Forest Economics and Statistics. 

2. to draft a list of addressees of the Questionnaire. Again, I ask your assistance and that of the Secretariat. Core addresses would be the members of the Timber Committee.
TEST QUESTIONNAIRE

TEAM OF SPECIALISTS ON FOREST PRODUCTS MARKETS AND MARKETING

SUBGROUP C
Background.  The following is a questionnaire for all Timber Committee members and other interested parties.  It is based on draft recommendations to the Timber Committee developed by the Team of Specialists on Forest Products Markets and Marketing (TOS).  The Team’s draft recommendations follow the Team objectives of advising the Timber Committee (TC) and European Forestry Commission on their market-related publications, developing recommendations on the timing of annual market analyses, and developing proposals for chapters and authors of the Forest Products Annual Market Review.  It is now time for you to consider these draft recommendations by responding to the following questionnaire.  The responses to this questionnaire and recommendations may be reported to the FAO/ECE Working Party on Forest Economics and Statistics in March 2003.

Please respond to the following questions, indicating whether or not you agree with the TOS recommendations:

Question No. 1:  The TOS recommends that the annual report known by most recent title as Forest Products Markets in 2001 and Prospects for 2002 should be discontinued, unless there is a necessity or high intrinsic value in a unified TC market statement.  Instead it is recommended that Chapter 1 of the annual Forest Products Annual Market Review should assume the role of providing the definitive annual summary statement of the market situation and forecasts for the Timber Committee.  Chapter 1 of Forest Products Annual Market Review would reflect the “country reports” submitted annually, information presented at the annual TC meeting, and also the other draft chapters of the Forest Products Annual Market Review.  

Agree / Disagree  (If not, why not?)

Question No. 2:  Accordingly, the TOS recommends that the schedule for production of the Forest Products Annual Market Review will be adjusted as follows:  July = authors of chapters of the Review (market analysts) will review data submitted by country correspondents to assure consensus on aggregate statistical trends (with revisions of statistics to be made as needed by the TC Secretariat); 1 August = Review tables are done and available on website; 1 September = Review first draft chapters are submitted by market analysts; 15 September = Review first draft chapters are circulated among market analysts; October = TC meeting and market discussions are held and “country reports” are received (some may contain forecasts but varying in extent); Subsequent to TC meeting, hold meeting of market analysts to further discuss market situation, country reports, and preparation of final draft chapters for Review (country reports that are late or missing at the TS meeting will not be considered in preparing the final draft of the Review); 30 November =  Review final draft chapters are submitted by market analysts; 15 January = Review printed and distributed.


Agree / Disagree  (If not, why not?)

Question No. 3:  The TOS recommends that data contained in the annual report titled Forest Products Prices should be made available exclusively on the UNECE website, provided that a non-industry clientele exists for the data, and the printed publication be discontinued (the TOS recognizes that other more current and detailed data on forest product commodity prices are generally available to industry).


Agree / Disagree  (If not, why not?)

Question No. 4:  The TOS recommends that data contained in the annual report titled Forest Products Statistics should be made available exclusively on the UNECE website, and the printed publication be discontinued.  Comment: Country statistics not submitted until the due deadline may be replaced by last year’s data or data from trade associations if available.


Agree / Disagree (If not, why not?)

Question No. 5:  The TOS recommends that the various chapters of the Forest Products Annual Market Review, particularly those dealing with market trends, will include 1-year forecasts.  Given the recommended new production schedule for the Review (under Question 2 above), the market analysts will have the timely opportunity to take into account any forecasts that are submitted in the various country reports.













Agree / Disagree  (If not, why not?)

Question No. 6:  The TOS recommends that the annual report titled Forest Products Trade Flow Data should no longer be printed, as the TOS believes that FAOSTAT provides an adequate and recommended source for trade data.













Agree / Disagree  (If not, why not?)

Question No. 7:  In regard to “Study Papers” (occasional reports of the Timber Committee teams or study groups), the TOS recognizes that these are generally high quality research reports, and therefore standard procedural guidelines should be established by the Secretariat for identifying study topics based on importance and selecting authors based on qualifications, and likewise standard procedures should be established for peer review, including selection of reviewers and numbers of reviewers required.  The TOS could assist in recommendation of procedures.  Comment: The TOS also recommends that the Secretariat consider how to involve other possibly relevant research organizations such as COST, IIASA, EFI, etc.


Agree / Disagree  (If not, why not?)

Question No. 8:  In regard to “Discussion Papers” (occasional reports of the Timber Committee Secretariat or consultants), the TOS recognizes that these are generally regarded as technical papers, and therefore standard procedural guidelines should be established by the Secretariat for identifying study topics based on importance and selecting authors based on qualifications, and likewise standard procedures for technical quality control should be established (including review guidelines).

Agree / Disagree  (If not, why not?)

Question No. 9:  The TOS recommends that the statistical database format should be revised in order to make it available on the web site in a format that is easier to read, easy to download, and easier to update.













Agree / Disagree  (If not, why not?)

Question No. 10:  The TOS recommends that the proposed Market Information System web page should be user-friendly (easy to use and access), kept up to date, and should have hypertext links to the sources of raw data (internet locations).  Comment: Care should be exercised so that any update does not compromise the consistency of the timber database and other sources.













Agree / Disagree  (If not, why not?)

Question No. 11:  The TOS recommends as a guideline that market specialists (authors of chapters in the Forest Products Annual Market Review) should serve terms of not more than 4 years in general, and more specific or standard guidelines on procedures for selection of market analysts should be adopted by the Secretariat in consultation with the TOS or Timber Committee.













Agree / Disagree  (If not, why not?)

Question No. 12:  The TOS recommends that the Secretariat consider how to recommend improvement in forecasting methods among country correspondents, as pertains to forecasts that appear in their annual country reports. 













Agree / Disagree  (If not, why not?)

Attachment Three

Subgroup D

February 2003 Update Report

UNECE/FAO Team of Specialists on Forest Products Markets & Marketing

Follow-up on items agreed at the second meeting of Subgroup D, 23-24/09/2002

At the September 2002 meeting, discussions resulted in the following decisions (follow-up in italics):

1. Due to lack of identified funding, no study proposals could be undertaken. Therefore, these were placed as reserve items for possible new consideration at a later stage.

2. Experimental Website: Dr. Richard Vlosky of the Louisiana State University, offered to take leadership of a pilot “forestry products’ key issues information website”. It would be established as a repository for forest products’ information, initially on the four key issues identified as priorities by the Subgroup (see a-d, below).  This would give basic information on-line via an “intra-net” site (a "Current Issues Information Intranet"), Initially, the intranet is intended to be used internally by the Team of Specialists’ members. In the future, if deemed desirable, the website will become accessible to the public at large.  Initially, the four work-plan categories (a-d) would be used as headings, with information of four types:

i) articles (some in full, some as abstracts, some as references), data information;

ii) a notice-/discussion board;

iii) events;

iv) links.

The operating language of the website is English. Articles or other items submitted which were not in English should be accompanied by an abstract in English. 

In October 2002, following the meeting, the Louisiana State University Agricultural Center agreed to host this website as a public service and to authorise Dr. Vlosky to hire a web developer to develop and maintain the website. 

Through an iterative process with Team members during winter 2002-3, the website has been constructed and by late January 2003 was ready to be populated with information, citations, digital media (photographs, PowerPoint presentations, pdf documents, etc.), links, etc. The website has search capabilities as well as automated data collection on users for site management and auditing. 

The web developer created four different looks for the site. A vote was put to the Team on the preferred format in January 2003 and the one with the most votes will be implemented. 

As of February 2003, the site needs to be populated with submissions from Team members. Instructions on how to categorise submissions has been sent to all Team members by Dr. Vlosky.

3. Responsibility for other specific work-plan items had been agreed as follows:
a) Bio-fuels: 
Mr. Florian Borlea and Dr. Akim would gather and disseminate information on bio-fuels, keeping in mind the FAO work in this area and the specific needs of CEECs. The possibility of a workshop at a future date was mentioned.

During a visit to Brussels in November 2002, together with ECE representatives, Dr. Akim pursued this theme with various EU officials and industry representatives.

b) e-commerce: the above website fulfilled this function.

c) Certification and labelling: Given developments, it was decided to put this in the context of “illegal procurement and trade of forest products”. One of the first information areas to be addressed was the varying definition of legality.  Information on a recent EU workshop in this area would be posted, along with other information as it became available.

In October a workshop on illegal logging was hosted by FERN, the Brussels-based forest ENGO network, in anticipation of a European Commission communication document on “Forest law Enforcement, Governance and Trade” (FLEGT). A draft report was presented as a basis for a lively, but constructive discussion. This was subsequently finalised in early February 2003.

In November, DG Trade of the European Commission hosted a civil society consultation meeting on the same subject. On 13/12/02, DG Enterprise hosted an industry seminar on FLEGT at which a cross-section of EU industry representatives met to discuss FLEGT. During the second half of this meeting, presentations were received from USA and Japanese wood industry representatives, with a very useful discussion that followed. Full reports should be posted on the intra-net site during February 2003. In the meantime, preparation of the FLEGT communication document continues amongst the Commission’s services responsible for the forestry sector.

d) Novel and innovative uses of wood expanding and enhancing the global markets for wood:

i) Executive director of the LTEA, Mr. Harijs Jordans would make an initial assessment of the needs for forest products information and analyses of timber products' markets, especially  for the CEECs and some CIS countries.

Following the meeting, it was concluded that it would be necessary to prepare a questionnaire to get to know more about the above-mentioned regions' existing information and flows. Harijs Jordans undertook to prepare the questionnaire about timber market information, thus codifying experiences in the countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

The first version of the questionnaire was prepared by October 23rd 2002, following internal consultations. This version was sent to the Team of Specialists on Forest product Market and Marketing to make corrections, up-dates, etc. Codifying of in-coming corrections and up-dates were done by November 11th. 

The final version of the questionnaire was completed on December 10th. After preparing the questionnaire there was discussion with the ECE Secretariat about what format the questionnaire should be sent in. The decision was made in the very beginning of 2003, that the questionnaire will be sent first to Team of Specialists members from Central and Eastern European countries. The questionnaire was sent out on January 21st, 2003 and the deadline for the reply is February 10th. Then the results will be codified. 

ii) Wood promotion campaigns: Mr. David Venables would make a survey of wood promotion campaigns and their relative success. By agreement of the Subgroup, this would be linked as a basis for work by Mr. Michael Buckley, under Subgroup A, analysing and appraising such campaigns.

During winter 2002-3, correspondents in all 55 ECE member countries were surveyed as to promotional activities on wood all, with interim results due in March 2003.

iii) The EU report on the Enhanced Use of Wood (EUW) could serve as a background document to activities in this field and further work of the EU working group could be reported to the Subgroup as appropriate. 

The EUW Working Group was reconvened at a meeting in Brussels on 04-05/11/02 and agreed objectives as well as discussing an outline work programme for 2003-5, including: information and tools; education & training; R&D and innovation; legislation & standards . 

In January 2003 a successful tri-partite meeting was held between the EUW WG, CEI-Bois and ETCs (European Timber Councils), with close co-operation being agreed. A similar meeting was held with InnovaWood early in February. Work programme elements should include: co-ordination activities (meetings, workshops, information exchanges, etc.), documentation, including publications, and studies. Further details will be announced.

An ECE seminar at Poiana Brasov in Romania will take place in March 2003 on “The Sound Use of Wood”, organised by the UNECE/FAO secretariat and the Romanian delegation. This proposal was seen as highly relevant and desirable.

On behalf of Subgroup D,

Jeremy Wall,

Subgroup D leader,

13/02/03.
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