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Hi ghl i ghts of the session

- The Joint Commttee was informed that the study prepared by its team of
speci al i sts on soci o-econoni ¢ aspects of forestry “People, Forests and
Sustai nability” had served as the basis for drafting resolution L1 of
the Lisbon Mnisterial Conference on the Protection of Forests in
Europe and that the role of the team had been recognized by the
M ni sterial Conference. The Joint Conmmittee expressed its wish to
continue to contribute to the pan-European process in favour of
sust ai nabl e forest nmanagenment and agreed on the scope and nethods of
cooperation (paras. 24-27).

- Three special topics were presented: forests and forestry in Slovakia,
soci al aspects of forestry and nmultiple-use forestry (paras. 4-8);

- The Joint Committee reviewed recent achievenents and devel opnents in
its field of interest (paras.9-23), prepared proposals for its
programme of work, including notably social aspects of sustainable
forest managenent, public relations and environmental education in
forestry, participation and partnerships in forestry and the role of
wonen in forestry (paras. 30-50);

- The Joint Commttee agreed to establish a team of specialists with the
main task to drawup the programre for a semnar on “Partnerships”
(para. 31);

- It reviewed and approved a programe of work for 1999 to 2003 (annexes
I and 11).
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I nt roducti on

1. The Joint Conmittee held its twenty-second session in Zvolen (Slovakia)
from 14 to 16 September 1998. Partici pants attended from Finland, France,
Ger many, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, the Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romani a,
Russi an Federation, Slovakia, Sweden, and Switzerl and. An observer from the
Uni ted Kingdom al so participated at the session.

2. Participants were wel comed by M. |. Kosir, General Director of European
Integration and International Relations, Mnistry of Agriculture of Slovakia, M.
J. llavsky (Slovakia), Director of the Forest Research Institute Zvolen, M. P.

Efthym ou (Greece), Chairman of the Joint Conmittee and Messrs. R Heinrich
(FAO), C. Prins (ECE) and P. Poschen (I1LO.

Adoption of the agenda (ltem 1)

3. The provisional agenda (TIMEFC/ WP. 1/ 27) prepared by the secretariat was
adopt ed.

Special topics (Item?2) (TIMEFC W, 1/1998/1 and Add. 1)

(i) Forests and Forestry in Slovakia

4, Dr. I. Ilavsky and M. J. Balkovic, Director, Departrment of Forest
Managenment, Mnistry of Agriculture of the Slovak Republic, introduced the paper
on Forests and Forestry in Slovakia, prepared by M. J. Balkovic. A brief

i ntroduction was provided on the history of forestry and forestry education in
Sl ovakia. According to forestry statistics in the Geen report of Slovakia in
1996, some 2 million hectares or 40 % of the |and area are covered by forests.
Si nce 1920, forest cover in Slovakia has increased from 34 % to 40 % and, per
capita, fromO0.55 ha to 0.77 ha. G ow ng stock increased from 130 nB/ha to 200
n3/ ha. Before 1990, all forests were managed by the State forest service, now
there exists also non-state forest enterprises conprising private, church,
muni ci pal forest enterprises and other entities. The restitution of private
forests was based on the original forest ownership as of 1948. More than 30 %

of the State forests were considered as non-comercial forests. The annual
harvested wood volune anmounted to sone 5 mllion nB. In recent years sone
adjustnents in forest legislation had to be made. I ndustrial em ssions were

causing serious problens to the health of forests. The political and econom c
changes brought also a change in employnent in forestry which decreased since
the end of the 1980s from 40.000 to 27.000 enpl oyees at present. The main ganme
species in Slovakia were roe deer, red deer, wild boar, fallow deer, pheasant and
hare. In addition, brown bears, wolves and |ynx could be hunted in Slovakia.

5. M. Bal kovic provided additional information and comments on Sl ovaki an
forestry highlighting the inportance of processed wood products which contributed
16 billion SKK or 8 % to the GDP. A brief account was also provided on the
organi zation and adm nistration of state-owned forest enterprises, as well as
forest research facilities and resources. Wth reference to education and
training, it was explained that forest workers receive basic training in
secondary forestry schools and further education in technical schools. Some
private organizations al so provided education and training, such as enpl oyers’
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associ ations of forest industry and non-state owned forest associations.
(ii) Social aspects of forestry (see paras. 24-29)
(iii) Multiple-use forestry
6. M. G Nordanstig (Sweden), |eader of the team of specialists on nultiple-

use of forestry, introduced the final report of the team Two mgjor events had
taken place since the establishnent of the teamin 1992:

- The seminar on ’'Exploring nultiple-use and ecosystem managenent, from
policy to operational practice’, Prince CGeorge (Canada) in 1995; and

- The wor kshop on ‘Biodiversity in managed forests, concepts and sol utions’,
Jonko6pi ng (Sweden) in 1997.

7. The report took into account the work carried out in sone 40 countries
wor | dwi de, some 40 national reports and 20 additional reports fromcountries of
the ECE regi on and thus denonstrated the enornmous scope of nultiple-use forestry.
The priorities appeared to vary over tine even during the relatively short period
of activity of the team of specialists.

8. M. M Wenner, Forestry Enterprise (United Kingdom, currently seconded to
the Swedish National Board of Forestry, presented the main findings of the
report. In future work, it was desirable to concentrate on certain nore specific

aspects, such as the socio-economic issues of multiple-use forestry,
participatory forest managenent or the gender issue. The Joint Conmittee thanked
M. Nordanstig, M. Wnner and the team nenbers for their val uable work.

Achi evenents, problens and priorities in the Joint Committee's field of interest
(Item 3)

(i) Subj ect area 1: forest managenent

9. M. J. Suoheinmo (Finland) provided a ‘tentative overview as only six
country reports had been received prior to the session: Cyprus, France, GCermany,
Pol and, Portugal and Slovakia (in addition, the follow ng national reports were
made available during the neeting: Fi nl and, Hungary, Romania and Russian
Feder ation). In these countries, the international debate on sustainable forest
managenent had influenced | egislation and practices, |eading to a broader concept
of sustainability. Several countries were preparing national forestry progranmes
or plans in a participatory manner. Fundi ng mechani sms were being put in place
to facilitate inplenmentation

10. Econom c pressure and a concern over the conpetitiveness of the forestry
sector were a conmmon problem and the search for nmeans to achieve further
rationalization was considered a priority. Another area deserving attention was
internationally accepted, practical guidance on sustai nabl e managenent, i ncl uding
t he sel ection and use of technol ogy.

11. M. P. Efthymou (G eece) conplenented the summary by reporting on the
trend to regionalisation in his country. One serious problemw th this approach
was the dispersal of responsibility for supervision, nmanagenment and in particul ar



TI M EFC/ WP. 1/ 28
page 4

for preventing and controlling forest fires. It was preferable to maintain the
responsibility for forest fires under the forest authorities which could use
their qualified personnel for fire fighting as well as prevention

(ii) Subject area 2: technol ogy

12. The Coordi nator M. S. Rzadkowski (Poland) provided an overvi ew on recent
achi evenents and problens in this field, based on six country reports received
prior to the session. Over the last two years, increased mechanization of

forest operations had been observed with due consideration to environnenta
i ssues, introduci ng wood extraction machines with | ow ground pressure tyres, use
of ecofriendly hydraulic oils, and an increased nunber of tracked harvesters with
an outreach of 10 m

13. Ref erence was nmade to the inportance of ecologically well nanaged forests
and forest certification. Further inportant issues were the reduction of fue
consunption per nB harvested, increased use of fuelwod and non-wood forest
products, as well as use of S and GPS in wood harvesting operations and forest
engi neeri ng. Concerns were expressed about the high costs of nopdern forest
machi nes and operations, econom cs of thinnings, ecological problens related with
the use of heavy duty equi pment, cooperation of forest and wood industries, and
i nsufficient nmechanization. The following priorities for the Joint Conmttee
activities were suggested:

- Pronoti on of cooperation between forest owners and industries, creation of
optimzed | ogistic chains, inmproved comruni cati on anong nmanuf acturers and
users of forest technol ogy, collection and dissem nation of information on
forest technology and the devel opnent of criteria for the efficient use of
technol ogy for wood harvesting in nmountain forests.

14. M. V. Korobov (Russian Federation) inforned the Committee about sone of
the problens related to forest harvesting in his country, such as the decrease
of national wood production and consunption, protection of biological diversity,
mul ti pl e-use forestry, the need for nore nodern equi pment and machi nes and the
training of forest workers and technicians.

15. M. J. BartoSka (Slovakia) provided sone additional information on various
forest harvesting machines in use in Slovakia and the difficulties faced by
enterprises to introduce advanced machi nes.

16. M. R Bonneviale (France) referred to the conclusions of a recent
symposi um on sustai nabl e forest managenment in his country. It was considered
inportant to seek more cooperation with other partners and nmintain an
equi li brium between ecol ogical, econonmc and social functions rather than to
focus on ecological functions alone. Mreover the ownership structure with a
hi gh proportion of small private forest owners had to be taken into account.
Ut nost care shoul d be taken not to increase the price of forest products relative
to substitute materials.

17. M. J. Bal kovic (Slovakia) requested information about the conpilation of
forest statistical data fromprivate forest enterprises based on the experiences
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in Germany and those energing fromthe FAQ ECE neeting on “Tinber certification”
in Prague (Czech Republic), August/Septenber 1998.

18. M. H Hifle (Germany) infornmed that the State Forest Services provided in
Germany assistance to many private forest owners for forest managenent and had
good information on wood harvesting volunmes and grow ng stock. M. A Pave
(Romania) referred to recent developnents in forestry, wood harvesting |evels,
difficulties of accessibility of forests, need for new forest admnistration
organi zation and policy, limted investnments and funds, as well as |ack of forest
harvesti ng equi prment.

19. M. R Heinrich (FAO reported on recent devel opments in Austria in the
sector of cable |ogging equi pnent, in particular new nobile cable equi pnent with
a self driven carriage and renote control

20. M. P. Efthymiou (Chairman) felt there was a growing gap in the use of
forest machinery between northern and central European countries and the
countries in transition and suggested that there was a need to conpile and
di stribute information on advanced forest technol ogy, drawing on data bases
available in institutions in menmber countries such as FERIC in Canada, the KW
in Germany and Skogsforsk in Sweden.

21. M. G Nordanstig (Sweden) inforned the Conmittee about a forestry
machi nery exhibition in Jonk6ping (Sweden) in 1999, intended for the southern
hem sphere.

(iii) Subject area 3: training

22. The Coordi nator, M. M Biuchel (Switzerland), presented the highlights of
the country reports concerning training and occupati onal safety and health. He

enmphasi zed that contradictory trends were being observed. VWhile there was
continuous inprovenent of training on the one hand, there were dw ndling
empl oynment and difficulties in recruitnent in forestry on the other. Wi | e

mechani zati on and the devel opnent of new technol ogy tended to make work safer,
the pressure to reduce costs posed a threat to occupati onal safety and health.
Suggestions put forward for topics to address in future work included: adaptation

of curricula and training systems to new work content and skill requirenents;
training for contractors and small forest owners; enploynent and unenpl oynent in
forestry; and privatization and safety at work. It was nentioned that the

Medi terranean countries, in particular would benefit fromintroduci ng systematic
vocational training and effective extension services.

23. M. G Nordanstig (Sweden) infornmed the Conmittee of a major new extension
programe called ‘' Geener forests’ that would be launched in Sweden in 1999. It
was directed at forest owners as well as at professional foresters and intended
to reach 70-100 000 individuals. |Its main purpose was to pronote a new concept
of forest managenent planning based on a classification of forests into four
cl asses. Classes | and Il had predom nantly productive functions with few
restrictions on utilization, while in classes Ill and IV, priority was given to

conservation. The progranmme woul d i ssue a manual and establish 100 denonstration
sites across the country.
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Implications of activities of other international organizations, notably the
M nisterial Conference for the Protection of Forests in Europe (ltem 4)
(TIM EFC/ WP. 1/ 1998/ 2 and Add. 1)

24, The Joint Committee was infornmed that the study prepared by its team of

specialists on socio-econonmic aspects of forestry (People, Forests and
Sustai nability) had served as the basis for drafting resolution L1 of the Lisbon
M ni sterial Conference on the Protection of Forests and that the role of the team
had been recognized by the Mnisterial Conference. M. M Bichel introduced a
paper prepared by M. P. Mihlemann, Chairnman of the Joint Conmittee’ s team of

speci alists on ‘Social aspects of sustainable forest managenent’. The teams
report had suggested five nmajor themes for consideration in a resolution and made
specific proposals for objectives and strategies. Wile sonme of these proposals
had not been retained in resolution L1 adopted at the Lisbon Mnisterial

Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe, they remained neverthel ess
rel evant (see docunment TIM EFC/WpP. 1/1998/2/Add.1). The Joint Comrittee warmy
thanked the team and its |eader, M. P. Mihlemann (Switzerland), for their

excel  ent work.

25. A pan- Eur opean programre of work would be drawn up shortly, in cooperation
with international organizations, including ECE, FAO and ILO The Joi nt
Conmittee expressed its wish to continue to contribute to the pan-European
process in favour of sustainable forest management. It noted that its nandate
was not identical with the scope of the resolutions adopted at the three
M ni sterial Conferences but agreed that many of its activities were relevant to
the pl anned work progranmme and should be inserted init. It identified a nunber
of activities (see list in annex Il11), which it intended to inplement withinits
own nandate, which would al so be considered as contributions to the pan-European
programme, as well as possible future activities.

26. A docunent should be prepared on the basis of the list in annex 111,
reflecting the pertinent Joint Conmittee activities, resources and outputs with
cross-references to the respective resolutions. |In order to enable the team of

specialists to respond to a possible request for further inputs by the
coordinating unit of the Mnisterial Conference, the team s mnmandate should
i nclude the preparation of a report on elements to be incorporated in the work
programe of the Mnisterial Conference. The teami s mandate was extended to the
year 2000 and the teamwas al so given the possibility of holding a second neeting
in 1998 or 1999 if needed.

27. It requested the secretariats and M. Mihl emann, in consultation with the
team and the Steering Conmittee, to transmt those ideas to the pan-European
process. If appropriate, the team should be recommended to contribute to the

process and its mandate should be nodified accordingly.

28. An overview of relations with other organizations with activities in
forestry in Europe and North Anerica was provided by M. P. Poschen (1LO, the
secretariat menber in charge of |iaison with such organizations. The review

covered relevant items of the work programres of the International Union of
Forest Research Organi zations (I UFRO, of the European Forest Institute (EFI),
of Silva Mediterranea and of the Forest Engineering Goup (FEG in the United
Ki ngdom  The activity level in IUFRO had recovered in recent years and nore
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events were scheduled to take place in ECE nenber countries. In addition to
| UFRO Division 3 ‘Forest Operations’, Division 6 ‘Social Economic Information and
Policy Sciences’ and Division 8 ‘Forest Environment’ had included itenms in their
programres that were relevant to the Joint Committee. Cooperation continued to
be good, but |UFRO should be nore involved in the design and preparation of
sem nars. There were close contacts with EFlI, but their programre had fewer
links with Joint Cormittee interests than in earlier years. Notable exceptions
were a sem nar on forest managenent in conservation areas in 1998 and a project
on conflict management. Silva Mediterranea continued to focus on the
silviculture of Mediterranean tree species and on forest fires. There was good
cooperation on the latter subject with the Joint Cormittee team of specialists.
It was unfortunate that a FEG conference on ‘forest engineering for tomorrow to
take place in Edinburgh (United Kingdom in June 1999 had been organi zed with no
consul tation of other organizations active in this field.

29. The Committee decided to further intensify cooperation with UFRO and to
mai ntain the close contact with EFI. It also decided to establish formal
contacts with the European/ Mediterranean Plant Protection Organization (CEPP) and
to approach the FEGin order to ensure tinely informati on about plans for future
activities and explore scope for cooperation

Revi ew of the activities in silviculture and forest managenent, subject area 1
and programre for 1999-2001 (Itemb5) (TIMEFC W, 1/1998/3 and Add. 1)

30. As followup to the work acconplished by the team of specialists on
“Mul tiple-use forestry”, the Comrittee decided to publish the report of the team
as an FAQ ECE di scussion paper. M. M Wnner agreed to do some editing of the
report for publication.

31. Messrs. H. Hofle and M Wenner referred to the suggestion made by the
Chairman for the establishnent of a team of specialists on ‘participation and
partnership in forestry' . They supported this suggestion and put forward draft
terms of reference which are reflected in annex IV. This itemwas in line with
a central element of Lisbon resolution L1 and with the recomrendation of the
report of the teamon “Multiple-use forestry” that future work should focus on
i ndi vi dual aspects of this wide field. The Conmttee decided to include the team
in its programme of work and requested the secretariat to explore with the
authorities in the United Kingdomthe possibility to secure the services of M.
Wenner as |eader of this team Because of his professional background, his
present position in the Forestry Comm ssion and his work in Sweden on the report
of the nultiple-use team M. Wenner would be a nost suitable team | eader

32. The Committee also agreed to accept an offer fromthe Flanders region in
Bel gium to host a seminar on “Partnerships in forestry” in 2002. The Steering
Conmittee was requested to prepare a draft progranme in consultation with Messrs.
Nor dansti g and Wenner, as well as with the FAO Forestry Departnent.

33. The Commi ttee expressed satisfaction about the high I evel of activity and
the quality of outputs generated by the team of specialists on ‘Forest fire'.
Bearing in mnd that within the ECE region forest fires were nost critical in
southern Europe and North Anmerica, it requested the team to encourage
participation of these countries also in activities focussing on other regions
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and to actively explore the possibilities of organizing a semnar in a
Medi t erranean member country or in North America. An item on harnonization of
forest fire statistics and reporting requirenments for the European Union and the
ECE was added to the terns of reference of the team The team | eader was
requested to report on progress regarding these items to the Steering Comm ttee
session in 1999. As from 1998 the Bureau of Land Managenent of the US Depart nent
of the Interior was supporting financially the preparation of the manuscript of
International Forest Fire News the biannual publication under the auspices of the
Joint Committee. The Commttee warmy welcomed this initiative

34. In the discussion about the proposed team of specialists on ‘guidelines for
codes of forest practices’, M. D. MAree (lreland) informed the Conmttee that
his country was in the process of introducing a conprehensive code of best forest
practi ces which was to become a binding reference for all actors in forestry. The
code woul d al so serve as the basis for certification. A first draft was already
avai l able. The Committee agreed that the work item had to be dropped given the
| ack of resources and backing from the parent bodies. FAO, 1LO and Sweden
expressed interest and readi ness for cooperation with Ireland in the finalization
of the Code.

35. The Conmmittee endorsed the proposed programre for the sem nar on “Forest
operations of tonorrow’, Pessac (France), Septenber 1999.

36. The wor kshop on “Information systems in forestry” is tentatively schedul ed
to take place in Finland in May 2000. The Conmittee requested the coordinator
and the secretariat to cooperate with the host country in preparing a detailed
agenda and setting final dates. The possibility of a joint venture with EFI
shoul d be expl ored.

37. M. V. Korobov (Russian Federation) informed the Conmmittee that the sem nar
or workshop on “Managenent of protected/sensitive forest areas” , originally
pl anned in Sochi for 1999 or 2000, would have to be postponed to a |ater date.
The Committee agreed to keeping the topic in the pipeline of proposals to be
reconsi dered at its next session

Revi ew of the programre on wood harvesting and transport, subject area 2, and
programe for 1999-2001 (Item6) (TIMEFC WP. 1/1998/4)

38. Wth reference to the workshop on “New Trends in Thinnings”, Zvolen
(Sl ovakia), 8-12 Septenmber 1997, thanks were expressed to the Slovakian
authorities for the excellent organization of the workshop. The subj ect was
consi dered of high interest for the Joint Conmittee in the years to come. The
Joint Cormittee may therefore consider to examne in the future the need for
followup activities on this subject.

39. Concerning the team of specialists on ‘Reducing the inpact of forest
operations on ecosystens’, M. H Dorflinger (Germany) considered this topic of
high interest to the European Union. The inportance of biological diversity was

stressed, as well as the need to reduce soil conpaction and damage to roots and
stens.
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40. Wth reference to the item on “Harvesting of wood and non-wood forest
products in the Mediterranean region”, a proposal for a semnar in Italy, the
secretariat inforned the Joint Committee that no definite answer had been
received by the Italian authorities. Suggestions for alternative proposals were
therefore, welcome. M. HlIm (FAO consultant) inforned the neeting that Turkey
had consi derable interest and experience in non-wood forest products and m ght
be prepared to host such a neeting. It was agreed that the secretariat should
i nvestigate the possibilities of holding a sem nar in Turkey.

41. It was suggested to hold the workshop on ‘New trends in wood harvesting
with cable systenms’ in Gssiach (Austria) from 11-17 June 2000, due to the many
events in forest harvesting and engineering in 1999. It was al so suggested to

organize the mnmeeting in cooperation with [UFRO  which had brought nost
encouraging results at the semnar in Sinaia (Romania). The programme of the
wor kshop was presented to the Joint Comrittee and accepted.

42. M. R Heinrich (FAO provided two nore points of information not contained
in the docunent TIM EFC WP. 1/ 1998/ 4. On the issue of conpilation of existing
information on forest technology, he offered FAO s assistance to the Joint
Committee as this was not only a problem for technology transfer from
i ndustrialized countries to countries in transition, but also of great inportance
to devel opi ng countri es.

43. Finally, he informed the neeting that FAOw Il publish the proceedi ngs of
the Sem nar on “Environnmentally sound forest roads and wood transport”, which was
held in Sinaia (Romania) in 1996, in Novenber this year

Revi ew of the activities in vocational training and applied ergononics, subject
area 3, and programme for 1999-2001 (Item7) (TIMEFC WpP. 1/1998/5)

44, Revi ewi ng the status of the Forestry Workforce Network (FORWORKNET), the
Committee agreed that efforts should continue to dissemnate it nmore widely, in
particular in the private forestry sector. A sufficient nunber of copies of the
next issues of the ‘ FORWORKNET update’ should be sent to Joint Conmittee contact
points to distribute to interested organizations, firns and individuals. The
‘updat e’ shoul d al so be made accessible on the FAO ECE and the |1LO honmepages.

45, Reflecting on the experience with working groups at the sem nar on
“Training for target groups that are hard to reach”, La Bastide des Jourdans
(France) in 1998, the Conmittee agreed that these were a positive elenent and
shoul d be a regular feature of seminars. Parallel sessions for different topics,
as sonetinmes requested, should be avoided as they fostered conpartmentalization
rat her than exchange and integrated approaches.

46. The Conmmittee endorsed the initiative of forestry training centres to
establish a network and agreed to help di ssem nate informati on about it through
Joint Committee channels, including the FORWORKNET.

47. Regarding the study on small forest owners reconmended by the semnar, the
Conmittee requested the secretariat to comrunicate this proposal to the European
Forest Institute and to | UFRO for their consideration
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48. The Conmittee was informed about the seminar on “lnproving working
conditions and increasing productivity in forestry’, Banska Stiavni ca (Sl ovakia),
1998, and noted that no i mediate foll owup was required. It warny thanked the
Sl ovki an authorities for the excellent organisation

49. The proposed sem nar on “Public relations and environnental education in
forestry” was considered inportant and also relevant as followup to the Lisbon
resolution L1. The Committee agreed to a suggestion by the host country

Switzerl and to postpone the semnar to the year 2001 for internal reasons. A
detail ed programre shoul d be drawn up for approval by the next Steering Comittee
sessi on. The ECE Tinber Comrttee/ FAO European Forestry Conmmi ssion team of
specialists on ‘Public relations in forestry’ and the FAO forestry education
of ficer should be involved in the programe design

50. A new proposal was put forward by the del egate from Portugal for a sem nar
on ‘wonen in forestry’ to be held in Lisbon in March 2001. The sem nar would
deal with all forns of involvenment of wonen in forestry, i.e. as owners, workers,

prof essi onal s, nmenbers of the public and consunmers. The Committee wel comed the
offer and requested that a draft programe be prepared and circul ated anopng
contact points for coments.

Revi ew of activities for countries of central and eastern Europe in transition
and programre for 1999-2001 (Item8) (TIMEFC WP.1/1998/6 and Add. 1)

51. Ms. E. Horvathné Sandor (Hungary), the rapporteur for this part of the
programre, gave an overview and al so reported on the results of a FARE project.
The latter had involved 13 countries in central and eastern Europe and enabl ed
themto anal yse the needs of the forestry sector in the respective countries and
to draw up a programme of action at the national |evel. Unfortunately, the
i mpl emrent ati on of these programres whi ch woul d have been extrenely beneficial to
the countries could no | onger be supported by the project due to a shortage of
funds.

52. Wth respect to the Joint Commttees activities in the countries in
transition, she pointed out that these were very useful, but that the needs and
interests of the countries in transition were essentially the same as those of
ot her nenber countries. The Committee should therefore no | onger have a separate
programe for countries in transition, but rather ensure that their concerns were
reflected in the design of its regular activities and foster the participation
of these countries in its work. This view was echoed by several delegates from
central and eastern European countries. The Commttee endorsed this position and
also took it into account when deciding on the conposition and assignnment of
responsibilities for the new Steering Conmittee.

53. M. J. Najera (ECE) reported on the team of specialists on radioactive
contamnation in forests, which had completed its task and presented a report and
a project proposal on how to deal with the consequences for forests of the
Tchernobyl disaster. The proposed project had been approved and the UN
Department of Humanitarian Affairs was now seeking the required US$ 23.3 million
donor funding. M. V. Korobov (Russian Federation) stressed the inportance of
this work as the Tchernobyl disaster could have repercussions for all of Europe
for exanmple in the event of a major forest fire. He agreed with the view al so
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taken by the teamitself that it had acconplished its mssion. The Committee
expressed its appreciation for the contribution of the team and agreed to
termnate this work item

Adoption of the programme of work (ltem9) (TIMEFC WP.1/1998/7)

54. In response to a query by M. H Dorflinger, it was explained that the
wor kshop in Germany in Septenber 1999 was bei ng organi zed by the German nmenber
of the team of specialists on site inmpact, who was based at the Faculty of
Forestry in Munich. It should therefore be assuned that there are no financia
i mplications for the German governnent.

55. M. D. MAree confirnmed his country's offer to host a semnar on
“Afforestation” as well as the twenty-fourth session of the Conmmittee in
Sept enber 2002.

56. A proposal to include activities on the narketing of forest products in the
programme was not retained as this was a subject dealt with by the Tinber
Committee and the Forestry Departnment of FAO in Rone.

57. The programme presented in annexes | and Il was adopted.
Any ot her business (lItem 10)

58. The Committee expressed its dissatisfaction with the delay of the dispatch
of the docunents prepared for the session. Numer ous del egations had received
only part of the docunentation and too |late as to allow a thorough preparation

The Committee also put on record its recognition for the good quality of the
docunents prepared for the present as well as for previous sessions and for the
tinmely delivery in previous years. It was hoped that neasures would be taken to
remedy the situation and to ensure tinmely translation, reproduction and dispatch
in the future.

59. M. M Wenner expressed his appreciation for the opportunity to attend the
session which had been rich and fruitful. He was convinced that the Joint
Conmittee had nmuch to offer for the advancenent of forestry in the ECE region

60. The chairman, M. Efthym ou, explained that he was wi thdrawi ng his proposa
to discuss the functioning of the Steering Comrittee at this session. He had
prepared an aide-nmenoire with suggestions in this respect that would be di scussed
first by the Steering Conmttee itself. The matter could than be taken up again
by the twenty-third session

61. The Joint Committee expressed its appreciation for the efficient
organi zation and generous hospitality provided by the Slovakian authorities
notably the team from the Forest Research Institute of Zvolen led by Messrs.
I I avsky, Bartoska and Gecovic.

El ection of officers (ltem11)

62. The outgoing chairman, M. P. Efthym ou, presented his proposal for the
conposition of the new Steering Committee. He explained that the structure and
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the number of positions was in line with the reconendati ons of the task force
about the functioning of the Joint Committee adopted in 1994.

63. The representatives of France, the Netherlands and Sweden seconded the proposal
of the chairman. They congratul ated hi mon the good bal ance between experienced and
new nenbers and on the broad representati on of nenber countries. They particularly
wel coned the nomination of M. MAree (Ireland) as vice-chairman for liaison with the
Eur opean Union and North Anerica

64. The Joint Conmittee appointed the following Steering Conmittee conposition and
distribution of responsibilities:

Responsibility

Chai r man: M. H Hofle Overal | coordi nation
( Ger many)
Past Chai r man: M. P. Efthymou Li ai son sout hern Europe
(G eece)
Vi ce- Chai r men: M. V. Korobov Li ai son Russi an Federati on
(Russi an Federati on)
M. D. MAree Li ai son European Union & North
(I'reland) Ameri ca
Coor di nat ors: M. J. Suohei np Subj ect area 1
(Fi nl and)
M. S. Rzadkowski Subj ect area 2
( Pol and)
M. M Bichel Subj ect area 3
(Switzerl and)
Speci al
Coor di nators: Ms. E. Horvat hné Sandor Worren in forestry, Liaison centra
(Hungary) / east ern Europe
M. J. Ilavsky Li ai son Tinber Committee, European
( Sl ovaki a) Forestry Comm ssion & central /eastern
Eur ope
65. The incom ng chairman thanked the neeting for the confidence. He stressed
that the Joint Conmttee had managed to rermain a very nmodern institution in spite
of its nore than forty years of existence. It was a forumfor integration anong

the different actors in the forestry sector, anong the various specializations
within forestry and anong nmenber countries. Its mandate, programme, structure and
node of operation were constantly under review and updated to neet the needs of
the forestry sector in nmenber countries. This had only been possible because of
the contribution of the countries and the comm tnment of the individual menbers
of the Commttee, which was critically inportant in order to ensure that it would
be as successful in the future as it had been in the past. He very warmy thanked
his predecessor who had steered the Conmittee through difficult tines. The
programe adopted at the session was a fine |egacy to | eave to his successor

Date and place of the next session (Item 12)

66. As no invitations had been received from nenber countries for hosting the
twenty-third session of the Joint Conmittee, it was decided that it should be
held at the Palais des Nations in Geneva in 2000. The secretariat was requested
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to explore the availability of neeting facilities as soon as possible. The
governnents of Switzerland and France should be approached about the
possibilities for organizing a study tour in connection with the session.

Adoption of the report (ltem 13)

67. The draft report was adopted with a nunber of amendnents. The secretariat was
entrusted with inserting these amendnents into the final report, checking the report
for consistency in the three official |anguages and editing the draft report for
style.
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ANNEX |

PROGRAMMVE OF WORK OF THE JOI NT FAQ ECE/ I LO COW TTEE ON
FOREST TECHNOLOGY, MANAGEMENT AND TRAI NI NG
FOR 1999- 2003

Programme in subject area 1, silviculture and forest nanagenent,
(e.g. multiple-use forestry, ecological and econom cal issues, marketing,
i nformati on systens)

1.1. Miltiple-use forestry (Nordanstig)

Activities of the team of specialists:

- publication of the report of the team of specialists on multiple-use
forestry as a di scussion paper

Dur ati on: to 1998

1.2. Forest fire prevention and control (Gol damer)

Activities of the team of specialists, including the publication, tw ce yearly,
of International Forest Fire News; the team will explore the possibilities of
organi zing a semnar in the Mediterranean region or North Arerica; the teamw |
make recommendations on the harnoni zation of forest fire statistics and reporting
requi rements for the European Union and ECE/FAO. The teamwill report to the
fourteenth session of the Steering Conmittee in 1999.

Dur ati on: to 2002

1.3. Information systens in forestry (Souhei no)

Wor kshop on information systens in forestry, Finland in May 2000. A detailed
proposal to be submitted to the fourteenth session of the Steering Commttee
in 1999.

Dur ati on: to 2000

1.4. Afforestation (MAree)

Seminar in Ireland in Septenber 2002. A detailed programre to be submitted to
the fourteenth session of the Steering Conmittee in 1999.

Dur ati on: to 2002
Programe in subject area 2, technol ogy, wood harvesting and transport:
(e.g. forest engineering, ecologically and econonmically sound operations in

silviculture, wood harvesting and transport)

2.1. Environnentally sound forest roads and wood transport (Heinrich)

FAO wi Il publish the proceedings of the seminar held in Romani a May/June 1996.
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FAO wi || keep under review and conpile information on devel opnents in the
sector. A semnar or workshop to be held in 2000 or 2003.
Dur ati on: to be determned by the Joint Cormittee's twenty-third session

2.2. Reducing the inpact of forest operations on ecosystens (Wasterl und)

Activities of team of specialists on reducing the inpact of forest operations

on ecosystens.

- draft guidelines

- joint 1UFRO P3. 11 and FORSI TRI SK || workshop 13-17 Septemnber 1999, in
Fedal fi ng, Gernmany.

Dur ati on: to 2000

2.3. New trends in wood harvesting with cable system (Heinrich)

Proposal for a workshop on new trends in wood harvesting with cable system
11-17 June 2000, Gssiach (Austria).

Dur ati on: to 2000

2.4. Forest operations of tonorrow (France, Poschen)

Semi nar in Pessac, Aquitaine, France, from20 to 24 Septenber 1999 in
conjunction with the fourteenth session of the Steering Commttee.

Dur ati on: to 1999

2.5. Harvesting of wood and non-wood products in the Mediterranean region
(Hei nrich)

The authorities of Turkey will be approached and possibilities explored for the
organi zation of a sem nar on harvesting of wood and non-wood products in the
Medi t erranean region in 2001, 2002 or 2003.

Dur ati on: to be determned by the Joint Cormittee's twenty-third session

2.6. Forest operations of protected/sensitive forest areas

Wor kshop on nmultifunctional forestry to be organi zed by the Muntain Forestry and
Forest Ecol ogy Research Institute in Sochi, Russian Federation in 2001 or 2002.
A detailed programme is to be presented at the twenty-third session of the Joint
Conmi ttee.

Dur ati on: to be determ ned by the Joint Cormittee's twenty-third session
Programe in subject area 3, vocational training and applied ergonom cs:

(e.g. for workers, supervisors and managers, including applied ergonom cs and
occupational safety and health)
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3.1. Forestry workforce network (Poschen)

Activities of the Forestry workforce network, publication of FORWORKNET Update
by ILO, two or three tinmes per year.

Dur ati on: conti nui ng

3.2. Public relations and environnental education in forestry (Bichel)

Seminar in Switzerland, in Septenber/Cctober 2001. A detailed progranmme to be
submitted to the fourteenth session of the Steering Conmttee in 1999.

Dur ati on: to 2001

3.3. Social aspects of sustainable forest managenent (Mihl emann)

Activities of the team of specialists.
Dur ati on: to 2000

3.4. Participation in forestry

A team of specialists is to be established with the main task to drawup the
programme for a sem nar on Partnerships in Flanders, Belgiumin 2002.

Dur ati on: to 2002

3.5. Partnerships in forestry

Semi nar on Partnerships in Flanders, Belgiumin 2002.
Dur ati on: to 2002

3.6. Whnen in forestry

Sem nar in Portugal in March/April 2001. A detailed programme to be submtted
to the fourteenth session of the Steering Committee in 1999.

Dur ati on: to 2001
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TABULAR PRESENTATI ON OF THE PROGRAMVE OF WORK OF THE JO NT FAQ ECE/ | LO

COW TTEE ON FOREST TECHNCOLOGY, MANAGEMENT AND TRAI NI NG

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003
Joint Committee SC, 14th session, JC, 23rd session SC, 15th JC, 24th session | SC, 16th
J0) Pessac, France Geneva session session
Steering Committee to be determined Ireland
(SO) (excursion hosted
annual sessions by the Swiss or September
French Gov. ?)
Subject area 1: Silvicultureand forest management
1.1 | Multiple-useforestry | publication of the
team’ s report
1.2 | Forestfire IFFN
prevention and (Newdetter, twice
control ayear, cont.)
1.3 | Information systems workshop in
in forestry Finland
May
1.4 | Afforestation seminar in
Irdland
September
Subject area 2: Technology, wood harvesting and transport
2.1 | Environmentally seminar or
sound forest roads workshop in
and wood transport 2000 or 2003
2.2 | Reducingtheimpact | draft guidelines;
of forest operations | workshopin
on ecosystems Germany
in September
2.3 | Wood harvesting workshopin
with cable systems Austria
11-17 June
2.4 | Forest operationsof | Seminarin
tomorrow France

20-24, September
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1999 2000 2001 2002 2003
2.5 | Harvesting of wood seminar in
and non-wood Turkey in
productsin the 2001,202 or
Mediterranean 2003 (to be
region confirmed)
2.6 | Forest operations of workshop on
protected/sensitive multi-functional
forest areas forestry in
Russian
Federationin
2001 or 2002
(tobe
confirmed)
Subject area 3: Vocational training and applied ergonomics
3.1 | Forestry workforce Continuing
network publication of FORWORKNET
3.2 | Publicrelaionsand
environmental seminar in
education in forestry Switzerland
Sept. or Oct.
3.3 | Socid aspects of team reconvened if
sustainable forest requested, possible
management (team meetings,
of specialists) termination date
2000
3.4 | Participation (team activities of the
of specialists) team of specidists
3.5 | Partnerships seminar on
Partnerships
in Flanders,
Belgium
3.6 | Womenin forestry seminar in
Lisbon

March / April
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ANNEX 111

Activities which the Joint FAO ECE/ I LO Cormittee m ght contribute to the pan-

(*

(**

1.+

wor k.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.*

16.

17.*

Eur opean programme of work on forests
confirmed activity )
proposed new activity)

Conpile a user-friendly conmpendium of earlier relevant Joint Conmittee

Semi nar on environmental education in forestry, Switzerland, 2001
Semi nar on women in forestry, Lisbon, Portugal, March/April 2001

Sem nar on partnerships participation in forestry, Flanders Region
Bel gi um 2002.

Management of change in forestry institutions.

Proceedi ngs sem nar on Cccupational, safety and health, Kuopio (Finland),
1994 and Konol fingen (Switzerland), 1996.

Diversification of activities of forest enterprises.
Coordinating forest strategy with industrial devel oprment.

Sem nar/wor kshop on training for uncertainty.

Network on forestry workforce (FORWORKNET), already operational

Network of training institutions (set up at La Bastide des Jourdans
(France)), autumm 1998.

Study on training: “Professions, skills and training”, published, 1996

Cui del i nes on reducing i nmpact of forest operations on ecosystens (in hand
by team of specialists), to be completed in 2000.

Activities of forest fire team (statistics, International Forest Fire
News), ongoi ng.

Conflict resolution and partici patory management.

Report on multiple-use forestry by team of specialists and sem nar
proceedi ngs Prince George, Canada, 1995

Plantation forestry (link to CBD, FCCC and L1 rural devel opnent).
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ANNEX |V

MANDATES OF TEAMS OF SPECI ALI STS

MANDATE OF THE TEAM OF SPECI ALI STS ON PARTNERSHI PS

A - TERVS OF REFERENCE

ESTABLI SHED BY:

The Joint FAQ ECE/ILO Conmittee on Forest Technol ogy, Managenent
and Training

Ref er ences: Report 22nd session Joint Conmittee: TIM EFC Wp. 1/ 28
MANDATE: 1. Assist in the preparation of the proposed semnars in Swtzerland
on Public relations and environnmental education in forestry, and
in Bel giumon Partnerships.
2. Clarify the concept of “participation” and devel op the framework
and opportunities for increased participatory forest managenent
(invol venrent of the public), awareness of the forest and use of
forest products and services by the public.
3. Col l ect and even initiate case studies.
4. Drawup a report to the Joint Conmittee on participatory
managenent, including principles , strategies and guidelines.
DURATI ON: to 2000
APPROVED BY: The Joint Committee's 22nd session
REPORTI NG The teamreports to each session of the Joint Commttee and of the
Steering Committee

EXPECTED OQUTPUT I N THE NEXT 18 MONTHS:
Report to the Steering Conmittee in 1999




TI M EFC/ WP. 1/ 28
Annex V
page 21

ANNEX V

Excursion to Ci erny Bal og
Visit of the Dobroc Virgin Forest and windfall forest area in Gsrblie
Sunday, 13 Septenber 1998

The tour was guided by M. Engler, Director of the Forest Service Ofice in
Cierny Balog. The Forestry Branch O fice in Hronec was in charge of 38.000 ha
of forest which was state-owned and | ocated at a range of 470 mto 1.300 m above
sea level. It consisted of 63 % spruce, 14 %fir, 1% other coniferous trees and
22 % broadl eaved trees (beech, elm nmaple and ash). The average rainfall was
900mM

The Branch office had 8 sub-offices and 52 units. One forester was in charge
of 500-700 ha. It also had three specialized units which were in charge of wood
harvesting and transport operations. |In addition, nurseries of 20 ha existed
bei ng self-sufficient in forest seedling production

In the past, wood was transported by river and rail road which was
constructed in 1908 and used until 1930, with the introduction of forest
machi nery nore and nore forest roads were constructed. In 1996, there was a

wi ndf al | which destroyed sonme 400.000 nB on a forest area of 850 ha. In 1997
some 560.000 nB were felled by storms. The wood fromthe windfall was sold on

the stunmp. In the rescue operations, some 1.200 forest workers were enpl oyed
Machineries used in the operations included 80 skidders, 60 agricultura
tractors, 24 cable systens and 2 harvesters. An average of 1.000 nB were

processed per day.

It is planned that the windfall forest area will be regenerated within the
next six years.

Participants were invited by the Branch Forest Enterprise for lunch at the
Bi atl on Hotel which is the centre of the Biatlon facilities. Participants were
also offered a ride on the historical small gage railroad which is now a touri st
attraction.

* Kk ok k%



